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I. 	Introduction:

This is the lecture for the book of Deuteronomy, the fifth and final book of the Pentateuch or Books of Moses. The English name Deuteronomy comes from deutero second and nomos law. It suits the content because the book of Deuteronomy is a covenant renewal document, a second Torah, an updating of the Sinai covenant in preparation for entering the land. In the first instance, the covenant was given through Moses, by Yahweh in the book of Exodus. That covenant book was Exodus 20-24, that was the covenant code. Then they wandered around for 40 years in the wilderness, built a tabernacle, rebelled against the Lord, and died off. The second generation is being raised up and now they're preparing to enter into the land.

So, they're going to renew the covenant of Exodus 20-24 in a very long document. This entire book is a covenant renewal document that consists of several speeches Moses gives. Its Hebrew name, not its English name, is Elu Devarim "these are the words." It reminds us of the Hebrew name in Exodus, "these are the names,". These are the first words in the book. This time, however, the book does not begin with the conjunction "and," as in Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers. There is a new beginning here with the renewal of the Sinai covenant. So, in some sense, Deuteronomy breaks from what was before it and says, "We're doing something a little bit new here." "We're renewing a covenant."

In terms of content, when I talk about the addresses or speeches, some commentators will just simply divide the book into three large speeches. Moses' first address in chapters 1-4, which is about the history of Israel so far. The second address in chapters, 4-28, which is a renewal of the covenant, and a third address in chapters 29-31, with 32-34 containing final matters relating to the life of Moses. So, there are a couple of different ways to cut this up, but I've cut it up like this because of its covenantal nature. I'll explain that in a minute.

In terms of geography and chronology, where did this book happen and when did this book happen? Israel is now camped in the Plains of Moab, east of the Jordan River and the Dead Sea. It's approximately 1406 BC, 40 years after they came out from the bondage of Egypt. So, remember that Numbers 10-36 records Israel's 40 years of wilderness wandering, and now it's come to an end. They're parked right above the Dead Sea on the right-hand side, and they're going to cross it and then take Jericho. That's how it's going to work. Then that's when they enter the promised land. There's going to be a circumcision party. Then all the manna's going to cease, and they're going to be eating off the produce of the land. So, it's a stage-by-stage thing.


Let me just read to you the first five verses so that you can see. This is the preamble to the whole covenant document. "These are the words, Elu Devarim that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond the Jordan in the wilderness, in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban and Hazeroth and Dizahab. It is 11 days journey," but it took 40 years, "from Horeb by the way of Mount Seir to Kadesh-barnea. In the 40th year, on the first day of the 11th month, Moses spoke to the people of Israel, according to all that the Lord had given him in commandment to them. After he had defeated Sihon, the king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon and Og, the king of a Bashan, who lived in Astaroth in Edrei. Beyond the Jordan, inland of Moab, Moses undertook to explain this law." So, he's got a hortatory, explanatory thing to do, the very same thing Ezra will do. He'll give the law and then he'll explain it.

What's the purpose of Deuteronomy? It is a covenant renewal document. But what does a covenant renewal document do? The central message, according to someone like Tremper Longman is that “the central message of the sermon is to encourage God's people to keep or obey the law in order to experience the blessings of the covenant”. Moses is now speaking to a second generation born in the wilderness. Their parents died in the wilderness because of their sin. So, Moses wants to impress upon them the importance of following and obeying God's law so they too don't perish as they enter into the land. It's like a father instructing a son, saying, "You're about to leave home and you need to follow these rules in life in order not to be unsuccessful. In order to experience blessing and not cursing." In the covenant administration, you get blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience under the Mosaic economy. You receive blessings in the land or curses in exile.

In terms of genre, the book of Deuteronomy contains speeches, narrative accounts, legal material, and poetry. It was handed down in the form of a covenant document. I just want to talk about this. Let me show you this chart right here that we want to look at. Okay, this is a second millennium BC international treaty format that I'm about to show you. That is, in the second million BC, nations would enter into covenants together. Egypt would enter into a covenant with a Syria or Babylon, and the Amorites would enter into a covenant with the Hittites, or Israel would enter into a covenant with another nation.

So, this is the international treaty format. It is in the second millennium BC, so in the 1000 to 2000 range. There's a different treaty format after that. This happens to be the earlier one. It consists of a preamble, a preamble, which identifies who's writing it down, anyone's titles and any genealogies. That's what it would include. It's followed by a historical prologue. The preamble really just describes who are the two parties. It's followed by a historical prologue, which is a survey of past relationships between parties, which we're going to see, a very common preamble that we'll see over and over again is, "I am the Lord, your God." So that's, "I'm Yahweh, your God," that's who's the party of the covenant. Who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that's the historical prologue. See how it works?

Then we have stipulations, so the obligations that the greater king puts on the lesser king: tribute, obedience, peace, and wellbeing. That's where we get all of our laws. The document clause, you've got to store it and you've got to read it. Do you know how often it tells you that you have to read Deuteronomy or you have to read your Bible? It actually commands you to have to read it in a particular amount of time. Anyone know that number? Once every seven years. Isn't that amazing? So, you only had to read the Bible, the covenant, once every seven years. The only one who read it more was the king. He had to make a copy of the law before the priests, this is Deuteronomy 17, and then read it and study it, read it and obey it. So, if you read your Bible every day, you're living like a king. If you read it once every seven years, you're living like a bad Israelite.

Then you have, storage and public readings. You have witnesses. They could be the nation's gods or they can be heaven and earth. In Song of Songs, they're the gazelles and the does of the field. Then you have blessings and curses, so blessings for obedience, curses for disobedience. Then you have an oath and blood ritual to seal the deal.

So, you'll notice here. If I just put this down a little bit, you don't have to copy this, that you can see Exodus 20-24 consists of a covenant document like that. "I am the Lord, your God, who brought you out of Egypt. You shall have no other gods before me," commandment one. Then it goes down the line. "You should not make idols," bad things. "Keep the Sabbath. Honor your father and mother." Then you have a document clause, where you write it and store it. Remember where Moses wrote it and put in the Ark of the Covenant?

Then you have witnesses, God Himself was the witness, blessings and curses, and the blood ritual where Moses slaughtered the animals and sprinkled the congregation, and they entered into a covenant. That we have in shorthand. The whole book of Deuteronomy follows this pattern, which means it really couldn't have been written in the time of Josiah, like the documentary hypothesis suggests. It's a treaty format that predates it by a thousand years and more.

II. 	Outline and Contents:

So, you can see here Deuteronomy 1:1-5, you've got your preamble. Then you've got from chapter one, after that, to the end of three is a big, long historical prologue where they rehearse basically from when they came out of Egypt, all the way to their time right there in the Plains of Moab. Then you have your stipulations. It's the 10 Commandments plus lengthy expositions on how each of those commitments are to be kept.

You've got the 10 Commandments in chapter 5, and then chapter 6-26, 26 chapters, you've got, how do you love your neighbor as yourself? How do you love the Lord, your God, your heart, soul, mind, and strength? And the categories of Sabbath keeping. How do you not steal? How do you not lie? How do you not commit murder? How do you not commit adultery? All those things. And then you're going to have some document clauses where they're going to write songs of witness. We're going to have blessings and curses that they have in 27 and 28, and then oath and blood ritual in 31 and 32.

There are a couple of different ways to slice it up, but you can see now then the way in which this is done. So, what that means is, this is the covenant that's going to govern the life of Israel. It's no different than the Exodus covenant. It's just bigger and more elaborate, because this covenant is now going to provide for their occupation in the land. So, it'll talk about things like, "Hey, when you have a house in there, you got to build that thing on the roof called a parapet, so that when you have company over and you have too much wine, no one falls off," right? It's a safety clause. It's how you love your neighbor. You give them wine, and you make sure they're safe.

A. 	The Covenant Mediator:

First, we begin with the preamble where we have Moses, the covenant mediator identified as the one who's going to deliver this for the Lord in chapter one, verses 1-5. That's followed by the historical prologue in 1:5 to 3:29. And the theme of this historical prologue is this: Yahweh is faithful. Israel is commanded to leave Horeb. They appoint elders. The spies report and the people's rebellion again, the desert wanderings, the defeat of Sihon, the defeat of Og, and then Moses forbidden to enter Canaan from Numbers 20. He puts that right at the end, just to rub it in and we get to that particular point.

So that's what it is. Israel's commanded to leave. They appoint elders, the spies report on the rebellion, the desert wanderings, the defeat of Sihon and Og. All of which we've encountered before, but Moses is rehearsing that, because you have to, in some sense, say, "What is the relationship between this suzerain and vassal, this greater king and lesser king?" It's a relationship of continuing faithfulness and continuing rebellion, on the other hand. That's what we need to figure out there. Yahweh is faithful.

Then we get to chapter four, and it goes all the way through 26, where we have the Decalogue. The so-called 10 Commandments. Those first appear in Exodus 20. Then they're redone in Deuteronomy 5 as kind of Decalogue 2.0. They're slightly revised and updated. Since they're so programmatic for the book of Deuteronomy, we're going to read those few verses that cover the Decalogue, from Deuteronomy chapter five.

Right before this in Deuteronomy 4, Moses is exhorting the people to obedience and forbidding idolatry, "for the Lord alone is the great king." Then we have the introduction to the law at the end of four. Then we have the 10 Commandments that kick it off. So, "Moses summoned all of Israel and said to them, 'Hear, oh Israel, the statutes and the rules that I speak in your hearing today. And you shall learn them and be careful to do them. The Lord, our God, made a covenant with us in Horeb," a synonym for Sinai. "Not with our fathers did He make this covenant, but with us, who are all of us here today, alive today, the Lord spoke with you face-to-face at the mountain, out of the midst of the fire. While I stood between the Lord and you at that time, to declare to you the word of the Lord. For you were afraid because of the fire, and you did not go up unto the mount.'

B. 	Historical Prologue:

"He said, 'I am the Lord, your God,' preamble, historical prologue's next, 'who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.'" Here we begin with the commands. "One, you shall have no other gods before Me," which means in their kind of ancient near Eastern world that they lived in, when you went and conquered other kingdoms, you took their idols and you put them in your temple. Remember when the Philistines took the Ark of the Covenant? They took the Ark and put it in their temple in front of Dagon as a symbol that now Yahweh is a lesser god and Dagon was over Him.

C. 	Stipulations 

And He says, "None of that. No one comes into my temple. You should have no other gods before me." So of course, the first thing they do is they build a golden calf. "Second, you shall not make for yourself a carved image or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth below, and in the waters underneath the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I, Yahweh, your God, am a jealous God, visiting the inequity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love Me and keep My commands."

Hey, I'm sorry. I want to go back, because you said something I hadn't heard before. When you said, "No gods before me," did you mean before me in the sense of, “in my presence” or as “more important”?

“In my presence”.

Wow. I'd never heard that.

They're about to go and conquer all these nations, and normally you would take their idols and all the things in the temple, like Nebuchadnezzar did. You would put them in there before your god. He said, "None of that. There are no other competing gods for Me. I alone will be in this room."

Wow.

The fourth commandment states, "You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain." It really says, "You should not lift up the name of the Lord," which means take an oath in His name, vainly, because He will hold you accountable for it. That's what it means. It doesn't mean you can't say certain words. You're just supposed to say Yahweh and use that name. But if you do use it, you're going to be held accountable for it. So, He says, "Don't use it lightly."

Then it says, "Observe the Sabbath day to keep it holy as the Lord, your God, commanded you. Six days, you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord, your God. On it, you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, or your male servant, or your female servant, or your ox or your donkey or any of your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. Your male and female servants may rest as well as you. For you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord, your God, brought you out from there with a mighty hand and outstretched arm. Therefore, the Lord, your God has commanded you to keep the Sabbath day."

They struggled to take a day off of work. It's an amazing thing to think about. This is one of the places in which the Decalogue has changed from Exodus 20. In Exodus 20, the Sabbath is rooted in creation, but in Deuteronomy 5, it's rooted in redemption because really redemption is a new creation. So, they're tying those two things together in that pairing.

Then we get into the short ones where it says these prohibitions: "You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. And you shall not covet your neighbor's wife. And you shall not desire your neighbor's house, his field, or his male servants or his female servant, his ox, his donkey or anything that is your neighbor's." Another difference here too, just out of interest, is that in Exodus 20, it's, "You shall not covet your neighbor's house, then wife," but here it's wife then house. And there's some reasons for that.

 D. 	Decalogue:

There is a debate over how to number the Decalogue. I don't know if you know that. So, there's three or so different numbering systems. Even Calvin recognized, "Hey, there are a couple of numbering systems and they're worth thinking about, but it doesn't matter in the long run. We can get along on this issue so we can still get along." I always tell my students, one of the exercises I have them do for Hebrew 3 is they've got to count the Decalogue using grammatical features. I say, "I don't want you to get upset about it because you've broken them all. Jesus has kept them all. Now we use them in a different way. It's not a law of condemnation." So, we have to encourage them.





E. 	10 Commandments:

These are the so-called famous 10 Commandments that represent what we call God's moral will. You could say this is written on man's heart, as those who are created in the image of God. It is because of that sin, according to Romans, when we suppress this reality, then we're given over to the darkness that ensues. So, this is the way in which God wants you to love Him, by worshiping Him correctly, observing the Sabbath correctly, honoring your parents, and living as loving your neighbors in the context of the land. Not only is the Sabbath, interesting, for the Israelites, but it's for even animals and strangers. It's a really amazing thing how God cares for all peoples in that particular way. He wants them to know of His sabbatical rest.

You can see, this is from Biblical-Theological Introduction to the Old Testament: The Gospel Promised, that I edited. This is the chapter on Deuteronomy by a colleague of mine, Scott Redd, who's the president of RTS, Washington, D.C. He did a great job laying this out where we see, okay, here are the commandments, first, second, third, fourth, all the way through 10th. Here they are in Exodus. Here they are in Deuteronomy. Then this is how they get expanded.

The first commandment, monotheism, how does that work? Here it is, right? So, if you want to know all the different ins and outs, what to do, what not to do. So, it's not just, "You shall have no other gods before me," but it's a whole way of life that is structured around that reality. What does this commandment look like in everyday life? It expands it theologically and it expands it practically. The same thing about proper worship, proper honoring of God's name, taking vows and oath, different ways of keeping the Sabbath. What happens if your neighbor's ox falls in a ditch on the Sabbath? Can you help him, can you not help him? It's kind of like case law, like how do you apply this to different situations in life? Then you have all these other commandments. So, you have sexual fidelity, personal property, truthfulness, contentment, all that kind of business.

And so, if you understand chapter 5-26 as really a long sermon on the 10 Commandments, so that's what Moses is doing. He's telling them how to live in light of that. It's not a negative thing, it's the way of wisdom. If you want to live in God's world, in his theocratic economy of blessing and presence, here's how to experience the blessed life. It's the way of wisdom, not the way of folly. There are only two ways: the way of life, the way of death, the way of wisdom, the way of folly. Moses is provoking Israel through these sermons to choose life. He's going to use that word life. It is your life, life in the land, prosperity in the land, fruitfulness in the land, blessing in the land.

F. 	Sanctions (20:38) 
The next section is going to be on sanctions, the covenant ratification. There are these mountains for blessing and cursing.

G. 	Dynastic Disposition (20:47)

There are covenant warnings in the dynastic disposition where Joshua is to succeed Moses. There is the song of Moses in Deuteronomy 32, the blessing of the 12 tribes and the death of Moses that follows. I'm going to cover two issues in the time that I have left here. First, the problem of the law, and then the use of the law. In the book of Deuteronomy, it's the gospel promised beforehand.




III. 	Problem of the Law (21:19):

If I say from Psalm 19, "The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul," but then I say, "There's something wrong with the law,". What's wrong with the law? The problem with the law is this, the problem is the law is not the law. The problem of the law is the people trying to obey the law, because obedience to the law requires a circumcised heart. That's what Israel does not have yet. The problem of the law is the heart of the covenant member in an uncircumcised state.

A. 	Circumcision of the Heart (21:58):

Deuteronomy 24:10 verses 14-16 puts it this way, "Behold, for the Lord, your God, along heaven and the heavens of heavens, the earth with all that is in it, yet the Lord set His heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all the peoples, as you are this day. Circumcise, therefore, the foreskin of your heart and no longer be stubborn." 

Circumcision of the heart is a promise to be fulfilled after the exile and return from the exile, in the book of Deuteronomy. Now let me say that again. He commands them to circumcise their heart, but then we're going to read in Deuteronomy 30 that that's not going to happen until after the people return from exile.

The circumcision of the heart that is promised is going to be a post-exilic experience. So, in Deuteronomy 30:5-6, "And the Lord, your God, will bring you into the land that your fathers possessed." He's saying what's going to happen. They're on the Plains of Moab. "The Lord will indeed bring you to the land that your fathers possessed, that you may possess it, and He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers."

B. 	Return from Exile (23:19):

He's talking about right here, the return from exile. They're going to be out and the Lord, your God, will bring you back into the land that your fathers possessed that you may possess it again, and He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your fathers. "And the Lord, your God, will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring so that you can love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul and that you may live." The Mosaic covenant was by design a covenant that could not be kept, and so even physical circumcision became void.

Now, for example, listen to Romans 2, the book of Romans, New Testament two, verses 25 and following. "For circumcision is indeed of some value if you obey the law, but if you break the law," which they all did, "your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law," physically, "will not his uncircumcision be regarded to him as circumcision?" So, circumcision is just an external sign that points to a need for an internal reality. "Then he who is physically uncircumcised, but keeps the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision, but break the law. For no one is a Jew who's merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical." See how it's symbolic, typological?

"But a Jew is one inwardly and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man, but from God." In the new covenant, gang, the heart of the believer is circumcised through the circumcision of Christ, that is his crucifixion or being cut off. So, his crucifixion is the fulfillment of the curse of the circumcision side. So, if you're circumcised, you're saying, "Cursed be me. May I be cut off if I don't believe and obey." Jesus' work on the cross is that circumcision event. How do we know that? We're covering all this, circumcised heart, being circumcised, not of flesh. It tells us explicitly in Colossians 2:11-14, that Jesus' death is our circumcision that we need to keep the law.

Listen to this, it's awesome. Colossians 2:11-14, "In Him, also, you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands. By putting off the body of flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through faith, in the powerful working of God, who raised Him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven all our trespasses." How? It is by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This He set aside, nailing it to the cross. You see that? That is an amazing thing. So, the problem with the law is not the law. The law of the Lord is perfect.

In fact, if you just turn with me quickly, as we consider this, you can look at Psalm 19, listen to what David says here. Now remember, David's the king. He's supposed to copy the law, read it every day and learn it, help the people obey it, himself obey it. Listen to what he's saying here. "The law of the Lord is perfect," verse seven, "reviving the soul."

C. 	Synonyms of the Law (26:35):

Then there all these synonyms for the law, "The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart. The commandments of the Lord are pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever. The rules of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired than gold, even much fine gold, sweeter also than honey and drippings from the honeycomb. By them is your servant warned. In keeping them there is great reward." 

So, there is no problem with the law. The problem is with our heart, and we need to have our hearts circumcised by the Spirit, through the baptism and the death and resurrection of Christ, changing all those things for us.

IV. 	Relationship of the Believer to the Law (27:14):

So, then what is the believers' relationship to the law? Since the law is not the means by which a believer receives or attains righteousness. You can't earn salvation by obeying the Mosaic law, right? It can only condemn us because we're, in Adam, sinful. What is the function of the law in the life of a believer? Should we just never read this stuff again and say, "These commands were for Israel only and not for us"? No. One of the things we see in this particular arrangement here is that the Decalogue is just revealing to us God's moral will. This is how He wants His world to work. This is how Genesis one and two was designed, that He alone would be God, that there'd be proper worship, that man would enter into Sabbath rest, and that he would love his neighbor as himself. That's all it’s saying there. It's the most basic kind of moral will of God, written on every person's conscience who's been created in the image of God.

A. 	How to Keep the Law (28:13):

Then you've got all these discussions of how to keep it. Now in Israel's theocratic economy, because it had this works principle in it, their blessing and tenure in the land was tied to obedience to this. It wasn't a law to gain eternal life. It was a law of temporary typological life in the land. Now this law has been done away. It's no longer a long law of condemnation. We have the law of Christ. So, Galatians sets that all out for us. You can talk about that.



B. 	Different Uses of the Law (28:43):

So, in reformed circles, it's common to talk about three different ways or three different uses of the law. So, I'll just give these to you because they might be helpful. John Calvin is the one who first formulated these three uses. It's called the first, the second, and the third use of the law. The first use is called the pedagogical use. The pedagogical use is to be a mirror. Think of it as a mirror reflecting both the perfect righteousness of God, like who He is and what He requires, and our own sinfulness and shortcomings. When we look at it, we see God has high standards. We have violated each one of those standards. It even says, "If you've broken one, you've broken them all." Augustine wrote about it, "The law bids us, as we try to fulfill its requirements and become wearied in our weakness under it, to know to ask for help." So, in the law, we see what God requires and what we can't do, and it makes us so tired, we cry out to God for help. It's the pedagogical use.

The law is meant to give knowledge of sin by showing us our need of pardon and the danger of being cursed by God, to lead us to repentance and to faith in Christ. So, you could say the pedagogical use shows you God's perfection, your complete broken and wretchedness, so that you'll cry out to Him. You could say it's the one that makes you despair of yourself so that you cry out for help. It's not the sixth sola of the reformation, sola bootstrapa. Pull yourself up by your bootstraps. It is the cry out for God. You can't help yourself. I do use sola bootstrapa a lot in language instruction because you just have to memorize and do some hard work, but salvation is not achieved by that. So sola bootstrapa is not that.

C. 	Civil Use of the Law (30:30):

So, the first one drives you to Christ. That's the first use, drives you to Christ. The second use is the civil use, they say, the civil use. So, the law restrains evil through punishment. So, you can use the law to organize society in ways where you see that, "Okay. We want a society that is against stealing, that is against adultery. We want in a society that is against defiling a guy's name. And those societies work best." Right? And you can see, there's punishments, there's curses for disobeying. So, we can just say, "Yeah, I want a no adultery society. I don't want anyone to steal." Why don't we have punishments against stealing, punishments against adultery, all that kind of stuff? It's the civil use.

The law can restrain evil through punishment. Through the law, God cannot change the heart, but it can inhibit sin by threats of judgment, especially when backed by a civil code that administers punishment for proven offenses. Although obedience out of the love of God is the ideal for which every Christian should strive, society can still from this restraining use of the law, build itself a better place to live. So, it's not a law it’s kind of a moral theology. Theologians like David Vandrunen and Westminster deal with how that works. We can think about it in those terms of moral theology. But the first use is it drives you to Christ. The second use, it can be employed to think about how culture might work best.

D. 	Normative Use (31:59):

The third use is what we call the normative use and this is a common one. This is probably the most common one for the believer to engage in. The moral standards of the law provide guidance for believers as they seek to live in humble gratitude for the grace God has shown us. So, what does it look like to worship God correctly and to love your neighbor as yourself? We're not under this as a means to achieve salvation, but we can use it to study the way of wisdom. That's what I think of it as, the way of wisdom.

The third use of the law, can you use the law to learn what it looks like to please God, right? "Yeah, I want to please God by not committing adultery, because God has saved me from my sin. I no longer want to be a slave to sin." I can please God by speaking the truth in love. I can please God by helping the orphan and the widow, and the alien, and the strange, because I'm not going to covet my belongings and possessions because they all belong to God himself. So those are the three uses of the law.

V. 	The Gospel Promised Beforehand (33:00):

So, we talked about the 10 Commandments. We talked about the uses of the law. How is the book of Deuteronomy the gospel promised beforehand? A couple of things here. I have three, I believe. One, the book of Deuteronomy contains a covenant that anticipates and points to a new and better covenant. One that comes with circumcision of the heart and a true and genuine love for God. Again, this law is a shadow. It shows you what's possible, but it doesn't have what makes it possible to achieve it. In the New Testament, the one who comes to achieve it makes it possible.

Galatians 3:21-22 says, "For if the law had been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. But the scripture," the Old Testament, "imprisoned everything under sin." That's what the law did, imprisoned everything under sin, "so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe." That goes back to Abraham, God promises he's going to do this. The Mosaic administration is the first temporary typological one, showing us that we can't do it, driving us to Christ. So that when Christ comes, we cry out to help. We cry out for help that He would do it for us and in us.

Number two, the final three verses of the book of Deuteronomy hints at the coming of another prophet like Moses. It says, "And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face-to-face. None like him, for all the signs and the wonders that the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants, and to all of his land. For all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of Israel." And we talked about earlier, how at the transfiguration, Moses and Elijah show up and testify that he is this prophet. So, Jesus mediates a better covenant. Jesus is a better covenant mediator. He is the true and better prophet anticipated in there, and a true and better king, anticipated as well in there. Just like it was at the end of Numbers, when the people were still wandering in the wilderness. And here they're on the Plains of Moab looking over.

In a very real sense, this is the state in which the church exists right now. We live on the Plains of Moab, looking over the Jordan. We can see the promised land, but we haven't had the true and better Joshua come and get us and take us over yet. He's coming back to do that. So, we live like that in a life between promise and fulfillment, which will be a life of suffering. We have been delivered from slavery and death, the Red Sea and the cross. We have a new covenant relationship with God. We have the presence of God to lead us because we are the new tabernacle temples, but we are still waiting to enter into our inheritance. Canaan, just like they were in Canaan, now we are for the new heavens and earth.







 VI. 	Conclusion (35:46):

We're going to be living in a land flowing with much more than milk and honey, a place with houses we did not build and vineyards we did not plant. There in the middle of it all, the throne of grace, which is ours for all eternity. Here's how Psalm 84:1 anticipates the eschatological realm. "How lovely is your dwelling place, oh, Lord Almighty. My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord. My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God." The life of the believer on the Plains of Moab is a life that yearns and faints for the courts of the Lord. And we cry out for the living God to bring us over the Jordan into home. That's one of the ways in which the book of Deuteronomy is the gospel, not only promised, but anticipated in a way that shows us a picture of what it will be.
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