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Behold Your God: A Study of God’s Attributes 

Week Three: Is God the Perfect Being? Why an Infinite God Has No Limitations
Text to Consider: Isaiah 44:6-8; Eph. 1:19-20; Psalm 147:3-5; Deut. 32:4; Job 37:16
Theme: God’s infinite perfections
Big Takeaway: God is the most perfect being. Since God is the most perfect being, he must be perfect in every attribute.
Introduction
· Children are better at sensing the wonder and enchantment in the world than adults are.  
· “As we age, however, we lose our sense of the intimate otherness of things; we allow habit to displace awe, inevitability to banish delight; we grow into adulthood and put away childish things” (42). 
· If this is true of the world we see, how much more so is it true with the God we cannot see. 
· Childlike faith: a faith filled with wonder and awe as it fathoms who God is. It is this kind of faith that seeks to know the God to whom “nothing greater can possibly be conceived.” 
Monopolytheism, California Redwoods, and the Superhero Syndrome
· The problem with our contemporary understanding of who God is summed up in: monopolytheism. 
· This is the popular belief that the one God who exists is no different than the polytheistic gods of the Greeks and Romans – it is the belief that this one God is a bigger version of ourselves. 
· He illustrates his point by using the giant Redwoods as an example. The tallest one is 378 feet tall.
· Although it is true that God is “bigger” than the tallest Redwood, it would be a mistake to think that God is merely bigger. 
· God is an altogether different kind of being. “Something may be unlimited in size, but that is not the same thing as unlimited in essence. We should not think the difference between the Creator and the creature is simply a difference in size” (44) 
· God is not a superhero – like us but with superpowers. This is the Superhero syndrome. 
· “He is not a God who simply possesses our powers but in endless measure. No, an infinite God transcends our characteristics altogether. He is a different type of being, what some have labeled ‘beyond being,’ or the absolute being itself” (44). 
· As the uncreated Creator, he is the only one who is infinite, unlimited, and immeasurable. 
God is “Something-Than-Which-Nothing-Greater-Can-Be-Thought
· The theologian and philosopher, Anselm, defined God as “a being than which nothing greater can be thought.” 
· The mission of this book is to discover what must be true of God if he is the most perfect being? 
· If God is the most perfect being, then he must possess “great-making properties.” 
· What are they? 
1. Transcendence – rendering God’s essence incomprehensible and accommodation essential. 
2. Infinitude
3. Aseity
4. Simplicity
5. Immutability
6. Impassibility
7. Eternity
8. Immensity, omnipotence, omniscience, and so on
· Each “great-making” property is essential. Subtract one and we no longer have a perfect divine being. 
· However, the key to all the properties is infinitude – God must be infinite in every perfection. 
· These are properties that are not limited by anything, but also properties that are attributed to God in unlimited degree (47). 
· He concludes: “God’s essence is unbounded, immeasurable, unfathomable, and inestimable in every way. He cannot be his attributes more than he already is. He is his attributes absolutely. That is what it means to be perfect.
Great is Our Lord Beyond Measure
· The Psalms speak of God’s infinite essence. They even connect his infinitude to his other attributes. 
· Psalm 147:5 – “Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure.” 
· The Lord is one whose power knows no limits, whose knowledge and wisdom (understanding) know no bounds.
Immeasurable Greatness of His Power
· Paul prays that the Ephesians might know the “immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe” (Eph. 1:19). 
· Paul says that God’s power is infinite. Also, he prays that believes can know, experience, and live a life defined by God’s infinite nature. 
· Paul is confident we can know God’s immeasurable greatness because of the risen Christ. 
· In Eph. 1:19-20, Paul says that the same infinite power of God that raised Jesus from the dead is at work in us who believe. 
Who Can Atone for Sin against an Infinite God?
· One reason we struggle to understand the offense of sin is that we fail to see that sin is an offense against an infinite God. 
· God does not hold up our sin against the sins of others but against the blinding light of his infinite perfection. 
· Who can make atonement for a sin against an infinitely holy God?
· Only a person who is equally infinite. Such a person would have to be infinite himself to atone for a sin against an infinite God. 
· That is why only God in the person of Jesus Christ can atone for our sins. 

Immeasurable Riches of His Grace… Even Over Rotting Corpses 
· The infinite power of God displayed in raising Jesus from the dead is equally displayed in raising dead souls to new life (Eph. 2:1-2, 4-6). 
· Believers have been raised up and seated with Christ in the heavenly places. Thus, not only is God infinite in power, but he is infinite in mercy, infinite in grace, and infinite in kindness. 
Only A Supreme Being is Worthy of Worship
· “Supremacy” captures the perfection of God’s infinite nature. 
· Anselm: “And clearly any good thing that the supreme nature is, it is that thing supremely. It is, therefore, supreme essence, supreme life, supreme reason, supreme health, supreme justice, supreme wisdom, supreme truth, supreme goodness, supreme greatness, supreme beauty, supreme immortality, supreme incorruptibility, supreme immutability, supreme happiness, supreme eternity, supreme power, supreme unity.”
· For that reason only, this supreme being deserves all our worship.
