Behold Your God: A Study of God’s Attributes 
Week Four: Does God Depend on You? 
Text to Consider: Acts 17:24-28; Psalm 90:1-4: John 5:26; 17:5; Psalm 50:9-12
Theme: Aseity (God’s self-existence)
Big Takeaway: God is completely self-sufficient in his being. He depends on nothing outside of himself in order to exist. Aseity is the key that unlocks all the other attributes. Without it, every other attribute cannot be what it is. 
Scripture
· Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!” For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night (Psalm 90:1-4).

· WCF 2.2: “God has all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of Himself; and is alone in and unto himself all sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he has made, nor deriving any glory in, by, unto, and upon them.” 
Introduction
· What was God doing before he created the world? 
· He was not lonely. He did not need to create us. 
· God is not dependent on the world for his existence, nor is he dependent on the world for his happiness, and self-fulfillment. Instead, he possesses life in and of himself. More precisely, he is the fullness of life in and of himself. 
· The attribute of aseity means “from himself.” 
Life in and of Himself
· God is life in and of himself. Therefore, there is no sense in which he is caused by another. 
· Define some terms
· Necessary (eternal, unchanging, perfect, being, immaterial)
· Contingent (time / space, changing, imperfect, becoming, material)
· Non-Being (nothing) 
· Since God is a necessary being, no one brought him into being. He is underived from and unconditioned by that which is finite, contingent, limited, and changeable (57). 
· Therefore, God created ex nihilo (from nothing).
· All of our reality and being comes from him. “In him we live, move, and have our being.” 
· Aseity defines God as a perfect being. 
The Happy Life of the Triune God
· Jonathan Edwards: “God is infinitely happy in the enjoyment of himself, in perfectly beholding and infinitely loving, and rejoicing in, his own essence and perfections.” 
· God is perfectly happy and satisfied in himself. 
· The eternal relationship of origin in the Trinity (58)
· The Father is eternally unbegotten
· The Son is eternally begotten by the Father.
· The Spirit is eternally spirated by the Father and the Son. 
· “Before our Triune God ever created the universe, the Father, Son, and Spirit had perfect communion with one another as the one, undivided, Godhead. The three persons of the Trinity enjoyed an impeccable fellowship before any stars or planets came into orbit” (58-59). Also see John 17:5; 5:26. 
God’s Aseity in the Old Testament
· Since God does not depend on anything outside of himself, he can do as he sees fit.
· He can create the universe.
· He can enter into a covenant with his people. He can give them land and make them prosperous. 
· He can subdue nations. Defeat his enemies and bless his people. 
· Since he owns everything, there is nothing that we can give him that he needs (see Ps. 50).  
God’s Aseity in the New Testament
· We see this very clearly in the sermon Paul preached to the philosophers in Athens (Acts 17:22-28).
· The God who created the world does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything. 
· He gives to mankind life and breath and everything. 
· The God Paul preaches is self-sufficient, self-existent, and independent of the world.  
· He is not one with the created order but Lord over the created order, for he is the Creator (63). 

The Key that Unlocks God’s Attributes
· Since God is self-sufficient, what great-making attributes must follow? 
· Self-wise – he is the source and standard of wisdom
· Self-virtuous – he is the source and standard of morality
· Self- attesting – he is the source and standard of truth
· Self-justifying – he is the source and standard of justice 
· Self-empowering – he is the source and standard of power
· Self-knowing – he is the source and standard of knowledge
· Self-excellent – he is the source and standard of majesty and glory
Self-Excellency
· If God is the perfect being, then he must have life in and of himself. If he were dependent on someone/something else, he would forfeit his perfection, giving it to another.
· God’s perfection must be an independent perfection.
· Anselm: “Only that which exists through itself and through which all other things exist is the being that is of all beings supreme” (67). 
· God is the absolute being: 
· God is supreme being. God is supreme truth. God is supreme beauty.  
Conclusion
· Aseity is the key that unlocks all other attributes. Without it, every other attribute cannot be what it is. With it, we see why God is who he is. 
