Behold Your God: A Study of God’s Attributes 
Week Five: Is God Made Up of Parts? 
Theme: God’s Simplicity 
Big Takeaway: God is not made up of parts. God’s attributes are not external to him. God is his attributes.  
Scripture
· “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one” (Deut. 6:4). 
Introduction
· We want to avoid thinking of God’s attributes as different “parts” that make up the being of God. God is not a “pie” whose various pieces (attributes) make up who he is (10% holiness, 25% love, 20% power, etc.). 

· Nor should we think that God is one thing and his attributes another thing as if they were external to him. We want to protect the unity of God’s essence (73). 

· To say that God is simple is not to say that he is simplistic. Simplicity has to do with the relationship between the essence of God and the attributes of God, namely that they are identical. 
The Being of God 
· Illustration: cup/liquid; body/color; atmosphere/light; head/hair. What these have in common is division. The one is not essential to the other. 

· This is not the case with God. His attributes are not external to his essence. See page 75. 

· God is a unitary being.  He is one and he is a singular perfection. To say that God is simple in his being is to say that (1) He is without parts (2) He is identical with all that he is in and of himself. In short, God is his attributes. 

· Therefore, since God does not have parts, he has no “composer.” The world, on the other hand, does have parts and must be composed. 
What if God is not a unity?  	
· His perfection and supremacy would be called into question (77). If God were composed of parts, one part may be more advanced than another part. He would be at odds with himself.

· His aseity would also be compromised. “If God is life in and of himself, being self-existent and self-sufficient, then it follows that he is not a God made up of various parts, for if he were, then he would depend on those parts, which would violate his aseity” (78). Moreover, his parts would have to precede him. 

· If God is made up of parts, then his being would be divisible. And if his being is divisible, it would be destructible.  Whatever is divisible, is capable of corruption, and whatever is corruptible, is subject to decomposition. 

· Is something good because God wills it to be good, or does God will something because it is good? 
· If we say the former, then the good is arbitrary. 
· If we say the latter, then a standard of goodness exists outside of God. 
· Is there a third option? Yes, divine simplicity. God neither obeys the moral order nor invents it. Rather, God is goodness itself and all else that is good is an imitation of God’s nature (80). 
Question 
· If we affirm simplicity, then all of God’s attributes are the same. How can we distinguish properly between them? 

· Stained Glass in a church: one sunbeam hits the glass; several different colors are portrayed. “God is one, and his attributes are identical with one another. Yet when God’s undivided essence is revealed to humanity, it shines in various ways” (81). 

· James Dolezal: “In God’s effects the perfection of His undivided essence is shown forth in a vast array of creaturely perfections. Accordingly, what is a simple unity in God is presented to the human knower under the form of creaturely multiplicity.” 

· When Scripture refers to his mercy, righteousness, his jealousy or love, such naming is a way of addressing the God who is one, the single, undifferentiated divine reality.

· Baseball seats – behind home plate, outfield, first base. Different seats give us different perspectives on the same game. See page 83. 

What about the Trinity?
· How can God be simple if he is triune? If God is three in person, how can he be a unity? 

· However, simplicity is essential to the doctrine of the Trinity. 

· God is one in essence but there in person. Each person equally and fully shares the one, undivided essence and the one divine essence wholly subsists in each of the three persons. And since God’s essence and attributes are identical, each person wholly shares every attribute (85). 

· Protects against the heresy of tritheism – the belief that three Gods exist. One reason the church rejects tritheism is because if three gods exist, then the being of God is divided between three gods.  

· Protects against the heresy of modalism – the belief that God exists in different impersonal modes, sometimes as Father, sometimes as Son, sometimes as Holy Spirit. This view says he is not three persons, but one person manifested in three ways.

· Divine simplicity guards against God’s essence being divided up into three parts (tritheism) and against the divine essence from becoming impersonal modes of existence. God’s essence does not take on different “masks.” Rather, the one undivided essence wholly subsists in three persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), each of which is distinct from the other. 

Does this matter?
· “The denial of simplicity is tantamount to atheism” (88). 
