Behold Your God: A Study of God’s Attributes

Week Six: Does God Change? 
Text to Consider: Mal. 3:6; James 1:17; Heb. 13:8; 2 Sam. 22:2-3; Ps. 62:2, 7
Theme: Immutability 
Big Takeaway: God does not change in who he is being or character. Therefore, God’s unchanging nature is the basis of his covenant faithfulness and our steadfast hope in a changing and chaotic world. 
Introduction: 
· “In but a small way, that rock is like God; he does not change. Come what may, this God remains the same. He is firm and secure, always there, never fluctuating, incapable of defeat, and forever steadfast as a fortress to those in trouble” (91). 
God is our Rock
· David, on the run from Saul, takes refuge in caves and identifies God as his rock, a title that identifies where the source and assurance of his are to be found (91). 

· There is an inseparable connection between God’s character and real life. God’s immutable essence is the very foundation of David’s trust in God for salvation, both physical and spiritual. “If God is not unchanging, like a rock, then he cannot act as David’s fortress in times of turmoil.”
“For I the Lord Do Not Change” 
· In Malachi’s day, the people had grown spiritually sluggish. Malach calls the people to repent, renew their covenant with God, and trust his promises.

· “God’s faithfulness stems from his nature. It is because he is immutable in essence that his works operate immutably as well. He does not change in who he is (his essence); therefore, he does not change in what he says and does (his will)” (93). 

· The Lord remains faithful to his covenant (even when we are faithless) because he is immutable. His faithfulness is rooted in his nature as unchanging. 
The God Without a Shadow
· “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change” (James 1:17). 

· James connects the immutability to God with suffering and trials. 

· Father of lights refers to God as the creator of the lights in the heavens (sun, moon, and stars). 

· With the sun and moon come variation. Our shadow changes with the variation of the sun. With God, however, there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

· On this basis, James argues you can trust God to remain good, even in the midst of trials and suffering. 
A Perfect Being Must be Immutable
· If God were subject to change, then he would change either for the better or the worse. Either way, if God is subject to change, then he is not perfect. And an imperfect God is not God. 

· Immutability is essential and necessary to God’s identity as the perfect, supreme being (95). 

· Whatever attribute is in view, each must be characterized by immutability if it is to remain what it is and perfectly so. 
Pure Act / Unmoved Mover
· By definition, God is pure actuality. He has no potency (or potential), which implies imperfection. Since God is pure act, there is nothing in his being that needs to be activated. He is being and life itself. 

· Since God is not acted on, then he must be the Unmoved Mover. Everything in our world is subject to motion and is put in motion by something other than itself. Our universe is full of movers always being moved. But that chain of movers cannot be infinite. There must be a first cause of motion. And the cause of motion must be unmoved, or it would require a cause of motion. Hence, there must exist an Unmoved Mover, we call God. 
The Enamel of All Attributes
· Immutability is indispensable to all other attributes. Stephen Charnock calls immutability the glory that belongs to all the attributes of God because it is the center wherein they all unite.” 

· Seven implications of immutability:

(1) It is because God does not change that he is a God of aseity.
(2) It is because God does not change that he remains simple.
(3) It is because God does not change that he is all-knowing and all-wise.
(4) It is because God does not change that he is not restricted by time and space,
(5) It is because God does not change that he is omnipotent.
(6) It is because God does not change that he remains holy and just.
(7) It is because God does not change that he is love. 

· “Those who predicate any change whatsoever of God whether with respect to his essence, knowledge, or will diminish all his attributes: independence, simplicity, eternity, omniscience, and omnipotence. This robes God of his divine nature, and religion of its firm foundation and assured comfort” (103). 
Conclusion
· “Whether or not God’s oath, on which our salvation depends, is reliable depends entirely on the unchanging nature of his holy character. Whether all the covenant promises will be yours rests not only on God’s faithfulness to the covenant but on the unchanging nature of God himself (109). 

