Last Things: The Church’s Hope and God’s Final Victory  

Dispensational Premillennialism
· The millennial kingdom is a unique dispensation in which God fulfills the Old Testament promises made to Israel. Jesus will return bodily and physically to the earth before his literal 1,000-year reign.
Proponents
· J.N. Darby, C.I. Scofield, John Walvoord, Charles Ryrie, J. Dwight Pentecost, Norman Geisler, John MacArthur. Also, popular writers: Tim LaHaye, Jerry Jenkins, Hal Lindsey, John Hagee, Jack Van Impe.
Core Doctrines
1. Divides history into a series of distinct “dispensations” or administrations of God’s rule. A dispensation is a period of time in which God tests man with respect to some revelation of the will of God. 

2. Believes in a secret rapture of the church (1 Thess. 4:16-17; Rev. 3:10; 4:1). The church will be spared from the wrath to come upon the earth during the tribulation period.

3. A seven-year period of tribulation, where a one-world leader, known as the Anti-Christ, will make a covenant with the nation of Israel for 7 years (Dan. 9:24-27).  Mid-way through the seven years, he will break the covenant. He will go into the Jewish temple, declare himself to be God, and demand to be worship (2 Thess. 2:4). He will then unleash intense persecution against all Christians on earth. At the end of the seven years of tribulation, Jesus returns, destroys the Anti-Christ and his armies at the battle of Armageddon, and begins his millennial reign on earth (Rev. 16: 12-16; 19:17-21). 

4. Two distinct peoples of God: Israel and the church. In its extreme forms, two different plans of salvation, and limited number of New Testament books apply to the church. Though most dispensationalists today, hold to one way of salvation: by grace through faith in Christ alone. 
The Millennial Kingdom
1. Jesus returns physically and literally before the millennial kingdom. 
A. He returns in glory. He defeats his enemies. He binds Satan. And he reigns gloriously (2 Thess. 2:8)
B. Resurrected saints reign with Christ (Rev. 20:4-6; Dan. 7:27; 1 Cor. 6:2-3)
C. Humans enter the kingdom with natural bodies and repopulate the earth (Zech. 14:16; Matt. 25)

2. Creation will be transformed and renewed (Isa. 35:1-2)
A. The curse will be reversed; the planet will be restored to Eden-like conditions.
B. Unparalleled innovations in agriculture and food production.  

3. Christ will rule the nations from David’s throne (Isa. 9:6-7; Luke 1:32-39; Ps. 2)
A. David’s throne will be occupied by Christ (2 Sam. 7)
B. The Law will go out from Zion (Isa. 2:2-4; Mic. 4:1-4)
C. Saints will share in administrative rule with Christ (Matt 19:28; Luke 19:17-19; Rev. 20:4)
D. Rebellious nations will be disciplined (Ps. 2; Zech. 14:16-19)

4. Resurrected Saints and mortal believers will live together 
A. Mixed company: saints in resurrected bodies and mortal believers who enter in natural bodies. 
B. Mortality will still exist, but longevity will be extended (Isa 65:20).

5. Jerusalem will be the capital of the world (Zech. 14:16) 
A. Citizens will come to Jerusalem to pay homage to Christ, to learn his ways (Isa. 2:2-3)
B. Spiritual, political, and geographical center of the world
C. There will be a millennial temple where sacrifices are offered (Ezek. 40-48)

6. A period of world peace, health, and prosperity (Isa. 2:2-4; Ps. 72:7) 
A. True justice and peace 
B. Thriving markets, wealth, health (Is. 35:1-10; 41:18-20) 
C. Healing waters (Ezek. 47:1-12; Zech. 14:8)
D. Productivity and stability (Isa. 65:20-23; Amos 9:13-15)

7. Animals and creation will exist in perfect harmony 
A. No hostility between man and animals (Isa. 11:6-9)
B. Return to Eden-like conditions (Gen. 2)
Strengths 
1. Literal reading of Scripture, especially the chronological view of Revelation 20. 
2. Strong emphasis on the believer’s hope in the physical return of Christ. 
3. Takes the Old Testament promises seriously. 
4. Upholds the Kingship of Christ in the Millennial Kingdom.
5. Deals with apostasy passages, moral/spiritual decline in the last days, and Satan’s activity. 
6. Focus on current events. 
Weaknesses
1. The idea of two peoples of God – Israel and the church – is problematic. 
2. Temple sacrifices in the Millennial Kingdom misses the point of the book of Hebrews.
3. Ignores the covenantal structure of the Bible. 
4. It is a relatively new view in church history. 
5. Has led to fear-mongering and false predictions. 
6. If not careful, can result in escapism and passivism. 
