Last Things: The Church’s Hope and God’s Final Victory  
Introducing the Millennium
· Not all Christians agree on the nature of the millennium (literal or spiritual) and how long it will last (thousand years or a long time).  
· The word millennium literally means 1,000 years. The reference to 1,000 years is only found in Rev. 20:1-10. Is this number literal or symbolic?  
· Four main views: premillennialism (historic and dispensational), amillennialism, and postmillennialism. 
· These views differ with respect to how the millennium relates to the return of Christ. 
· Premillennialism: Christ physically returns to the earth before a literal 1,000 year millennium.
· Postmillennialism: Christ physically returns after the millennium.
· Amillennialism: Chris physically returns after the millennium; the millennium is symbolic of Christ’s present reign from heaven. Holds that we are in the millennium right now. 
Historic Premillennialism
· Adherents claim this is the oldest interpretation in church history, tracing it to the early church fathers.
· Irenaeus of Lyons (130-202 AD)
· “The predicted blessing, therefore, belongs unquestionably to the times of the kingdom, when the righteous shall bear rule upon their rising from the dead; when also the creation, having been renovated and set free, shall fructify with an abundance of all kinds of food, from the dew of heaven, and from the fertility of the earth” (Against Heresies, Book V, 33.3). 
· Justin Martyr (100-165 AD)
· “But I and others, who are right-minded Christians on all points, are assured that there will be a resurrection of the dead, and a thousand years in Jerusalem, which will then be built, adorned, and enlarged, as the prophets Ezekiel and Isaiah and others declare” (Dialogue with Trypho, 80). 
· Papias (60 – 130 AD)
· “There will be a millennium after the resurrection of the dead, when the personal reign of Christ will be established on earth” (Cited in Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 3.39).   
Core Doctrines
1. Christ will physically and bodily return prior to the millennium. Hence, the name pre-millennial. One return of Christ. No secret rapture of the church prior to the tribulation. See: Rev. 19:11-16. 

2. The church will go through a time of great apostasy and tribulation prior to the return of Christ. This tribulation is not limited to seven years. But it is a time in which the world will get worse and worse, the gospel will be rejected, and evil will advance until it is defeated at the battle of Armageddon when Jesus returns. See: 2 Thess. 2:3; 2 Tim. 3:1-9; Matt. 24:12; Luke 18:8; Rev. 19:17-21

3. Church and Israel are one people of God, consisting of both Jews and Gentiles. This view rejects the distinction between the church and Israel in dispensationalism. Gal. 3:7, 19; Rom. 4:16; Phil. 3:3: Heb. 8. 

4. The millennium is a period of earthly peace and prosperity for the kingdom of God. Satan is bound and incarcerated in the bottomless pit. It will be a time of religious purity, unity among God’s people, cultural advance, and peace among nations under the rule of Christ. These promises are not fulfilled in the church age. See: Psalm 2; Isaiah 2:1-5; 25:6-8; 65: 17-25; Amos 9:11-15; Zech. 14:16-21

5. There are two resurrections of the dead separated by a historical gap. The first resurrection (of believers) takes place at Christ’s return, at the start of the millennium. The second resurrection (of unbelievers) takes place at the end of the millennium right before the final judgment (Rev. 20:1-10). 

6. The millennium is distinct from the church age. Christ will rule and reign on this earth from Jerusalem for a literal period of 1,000 years, fulfilling God’s promises to Abraham and David. See: Daniel 2:34-35.

7.  The millennium is distinct from the eternal state. At the end of the millennial reign, Satan will be released for a final rebellion. He will be defeated once and for all. And then comes the final judgment and the eternal state. See: Rev. 21-22. 
Revelation 20:1-6
· The text refers to a thousand-year period several times (v. 2, 3, 4, 6). 
· A plain, literal reading of the text shows that the text is chronological. Chronological markers: “until the thousand years were ended” (v. 3);” after that” (v. 4); “and when” (v. 7). This is a chronological sequence in the fate of Satan. There is a period in which he deceives, followed by a period of one thousand years in which he is prevented from deceiving, followed by a short period in which he deceives again. 
· The first resurrection refers to the resurrection of the bodies of believing saints. They came to life and reigned with Christ. This suggests a bodily resurrection and a real physical reign on the earth. 
· Implies a chronological sequence between the first resurrection of the saints who reign with Christ during the one-thousand-year period, and the later resurrection of all unbelievers (20:13-15). 
Strengths of Historic Premillennialism
1. Plain reading of Scripture. 
2. Strong historical support from the church fathers.
3. The Old Testament’s promises require a literal fulfillment. 
4. Makes sense of the prophecies concerning a kingdom before the eternal state (Isa. 65:17-23; Ezek. 40-48)
5. Satan is not bound right now (1 Peter 5:8; Eph. 2: 2 Cor. 4:4). 
6. Strong emphasis on perseverance through tribulation. 
7. Simple eschatology without rapture of the church.

The Millennial Kingdom
1. Jesus returns physically and literally before the millennial kingdom. 
A. He returns in glory. He defeats his enemies. He binds Satan. And he reigns gloriously (2 Thess. 2:8)
B. Resurrected saints reign with Christ (Rev. 20:4-6; Dan. 7:27; 1 Cor. 6:2-3)
C. Human enter the kingdom with natural bodies and repopulate the earth (Zech. 14:16; Matt. 25)

2. Creation will be transformed and renewed (Isa. 35:1-2)
A. The curse will be reverse; the planet will be restored to Eden-like conditions.
B. Unparalleled innovations in agriculture, food production, and 

3. Christ will rule the nations from David’s throne (Isa. 9:6-7; Luke 1:32-39; Ps. 2)
A. David’s throne will be occupied by Christ (2 Sam. 7)
B. The Law will go out from Zion (Isa. 2;2-4; Mic. 4:1-4)
C. Saints will share in administrative rule with Christ (Matt 19:28; Luke 19:17-19; Rev. 20:4)
D. Rebellious nations will be disciplined (Ps. 2; Zech. 14:16-19)

4. Resurrected Saints and mortal believers will live together 
A. Mixed company: saints in resurrected bodies and mortal believers who enter in natural bodies. 
B. Mortality will still exist, but longevity will be extended (Isa 65:20).

5. Jerusalem will be the capital of the world (Zech. 14:16) 
A. Citizens will come to Jerusalem to pay homage to Christ, to learn his ways (Isa. 2:2-3)
B. Spiritual, political, and geographical center of the world
C. There will be a millennial temple where sacrifices are offered (Ezek. 40-48)

6. A period of world peace, health, and prosperity (Isa. 2:2-4; Ps. 72:7) 
A. True justice and peace 
B. Thriving markets, wealth, health (Is. 35:1-10; 41:18-20) 
C. Healing waters (Ezek. 47:1-12; Zech. 14:8)
D. Productivity and stability (Isa. 65:20-23; Amos 9:13-15)

7. Animals and creation will exist in perfect harmony 
A. No hostility between man and animals (Isa. 11:6-9)
B. Return to Eden-like conditions (Gen. 2)
In Summary, according to historic premillennialism, the millennium is the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel; vindication of God’s righteousness; and the display of Christ’s glory in history before the eternal state begins. Every dimension of life will flourish under the direct reign of Jesus on earth for 1,000 years. 

Isaiah 2:2-5
· In the last days points to a future eschatological fulfillment (v. 2).
· The image of the mountain of the house of the Lord lifted up above the hills speaks of Christ’s reign, visibly from Jerusalem. 
· The nations will come to Jerusalem to be instructed in God’s ways. When has this ever happened? This is the universal acceptance of the Messiah’s rule by all nations of the world. 
· Jerusalem will be the spiritual epicenter of the world because Jesus will rule and reign from this city. 
· Transformation of weapons of war into agricultural tools. This points to a universal era of peace and prosperity. And nation shall not learn war anymore. 
· God’s judicial reign of over the nations. Divine justice and judgment administered from Jerusalem. 
Isaiah 11:1-10
· Christ will rule and judge perfectly, deciding with equity and meekness. He shall rule with an iron rod. He will strike the nations and kill the wicked (v. 3-4). 
· Righteousness and faithfulness will prevail over the earth (v. 4). 
· There will be peace among the animal kingdom (v. 6). There will be no hostility between people and animals (v.8).
· The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea (v.9). 
Isiah 65:17-23
· No more weeping and the cry of distress (v. 19).
· No more infant mortality or an old man who does not fulfill his days. 
· People will be considered young who die at 100 years old. There will still be death in the kingdom. 
· Houses and cities will be built; vineyards will be planted. People will live as long as trees (v. 22). 

