
THE COVENANT OF REDEMPTION 
 

 

WHAT IS A COVENANT? 

• An agreement that binds two or more parties together through promises, conditions, and sanctions. 

WHAT IS THE COVENANT OF REDEMPTION? 

Before the world began, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit entered into an eternal agreement to create and save a people for 
themselves. 

 
• The Father appointed the Son as covenant surety and Mediator, and the Father and Son sent the Spirit to apply the Son's 

finished work to gather and save the elect, those chosen by God for salvation (Fesko, Signed, Sealed, Delivered, 21-22). 
• Redemption means paying a price to buy something back. The Father agreed to send the Son to redeem a people for himself, 

buying them back out of sin. 
• The exact phrase “covenant of redemption” does not appear in Scripture, but the ideas that make it up run throughout the 

Bible. It is the first stage in the unified story of Scripture, taking place before creation, prior to Genesis 1:1. 
• This covenant is the foundation of the covenant of grace. Every promise of salvation rests on the unchanging promises the 

persons of the Trinity made to one another in eternity past. 
 

WHO ARE THE PARTIES? 
• The persons of the Triune God. The Father agreed to send the Son, and the Son consented, with the agreement of the Holy 

Spirit. 
• We are not, strictly speaking, parties to this covenant. We are the objects of the Son's work and part of his reward. 

It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose and ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son, to be the Mediator between 
God and man, the Prophet, Priest, and King, the Head and Savior of his Church, the Heir of all things, and Judge of the world: unto 
whom he did from all eternity give a people, to be his seed, and to be by him in time redeemed, called, justified, sanctified, and 
glorified. 

Westminster Confession of Faith 8.1 
 

WHAT DID THE FATHER PROMISE? 

• The nations as his inheritance (Ps. 2:8), all authority in heaven and on earth (Matt. 28:18 to 20), a name above every name 
(Phil. 2:9-11), and the Spirit to pour out on the church (Acts 2:33). 

• To anoint the Son with the Spirit for his ministry (Isa. 42:1; Luke 4:18 to 19; Isa. 61:1 to 2), and to deliver him from death (Ps. 
16:10; Acts 2:27). 

• To reward the Son with the Spirit to give to his church (John 15:26; 16:13; Acts 2:33; Eph. 4:10-13), and to give him the elect as 
his reward for finishing the covenant's work (Ps. 2:8; John 6:37; Rev. 7:9-10). 

• In turn, the Son promised to save and preserve a people for the Father (John 17:12). 
 

WHAT ARE THE CONDITIONS? 
• The Son must take on human nature and a body (Ps. 40:8; Heb. 8:12), and fulfill all righteousness, keeping the law perfectly in 

his people's place (Matt. 3:15). 
• The Son must become the Mediator and federal head of his people (Rom. 5:12, 19; 1 Cor. 15:22), and die in their place for their 

sins (Eph. 1:7). 
• The Holy Spirit must apply the finished work of redemption to God's people (Eph. 1:13). 

 

WHAT ARE THE SANCTIONS? 

Christ bore the curse of the law on behalf of his people. He redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us 
(Gal. 3:13). God made him who knew no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God (2 Cor. 
5:21). Christ died in our place to satisfy the righteous penalty of a law we had broken. 



SCRIPTURAL BASIS 
The Bible never uses the phrase “covenant of redemption,” but several passages give a glimpse into the eternal agreement among 
the persons of the Trinity. 

Luke 22:28-30 
• Jesus tells his disciples his Father assigned him a kingdom, just as he now assigns it to them. 
• Scripture never records this assignment happening during Christ's earthly ministry, pointing us back to eternity past, when 

the Father, Son, and Spirit covenanted together. 

 

John 17:4-5 
• Jesus says he has finished the work the Father gave him to do, and asks to be glorified with the glory he had before the world 

existed. 
• The Father gave the Son his work to accomplish before creation itself. 

 

Psalm 110:1, 4 
• The Lord invites David's Lord to sit at his right hand until his enemies become his footstool. Hebrews confirms this was the 

Father speaking to the Son (Heb. 1:13), a conversation Peter connects to Christ's ascension (Acts 2:33 to 35). 
• The psalm also records the Lord's sworn oath that this priest king would serve forever after the order of Melchizedek, an oath 

Hebrews calls the guarantee of a better covenant (Heb. 7:20 to 22). 

 

Zechariah 6:12-14 
• The Lord describes a coming Branch who will build his temple, bear royal honor, and rule from his throne as both priest and 

king, with a counsel of peace between the two offices. 

 

John 5:36-37 
• Jesus points to the works the Father gave him as proof that the Father sent him, something he says more than thirty times in 

John's Gospel. 
• No person of the Trinity sends himself. The Father sends the Son, and the Son goes willingly; the Father and Son send the 

Spirit, and the Spirit goes willingly (John 14:26; 15:26). 

 

APPLICATION 

• God's plan of salvation reaches back into eternity past. He is not making it up as he goes. 
• We can have confidence that God will accomplish everything he has purposed to do. 

 

Key Takeaway:  The covenant of redemption displays the eternal love of God for his people, a love that existed before the world 
began and secured our salvation before we ever needed it (John 3:16; Rom. 5:5; Eph. 1:4-6). 

 


