Last Things: The Church’s Hope and God’s Final Victory
Postmillennialism
“Postmillennialism expects the gospel of Jesus Christ to win the vast majority of human beings to salvation in the present age. Increasing gospel success will gradually produce a time in history prior to Christ’s return in which faith, righteousness, peace, and prosperity will prevail in the affairs of people and of nations. After an extensive era of such conditions the Lord will return visibly, bodily, and in great glory, ending history with the general resurrection and the great judgment of all humankind” (Kenneth Gentry, The Millennium and Beyond, 13-14). 
	
	Premillennialism
	Amillennialism
	Postmillennialism

	When does Christ
return?
	Before the millennium
	After the millennium
	After the millennium

	What is the
millennium?
	A future earthly reign of Christ from Jerusalem
	The present Church Age; Christ reigns from heaven (spiritual)
	The present Church Age: the gospel expands victoriously 

	What happens at
Christ’s return?
	The resurrection of believers and judgment of the nations
	General resurrection
and judgment
	General resurrection
and judgment

	Will the gospel
triumph in history?
	No: things tend to get worse before the return of Christ.
	Not necessarily, though some amillennialists are optimistic.
	Yes: the nations will
become Christian and discipled.



1.  Christ returns after the millennium.
· Like amillennialism, postmillennialism holds that Christ’s Second Coming follows the millennial age – not before it. There is no pretribulation rapture, and no literal thousand-year earthly reign of Christ after his return. On this point, amillennialists and postmillennialists agree. “For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet” (1 Cor. 15:25). 
 2.  The millennium is a period of real growth for the kingdom on earth.
•  This is where postmillennialism parts ways with amillennialism. Postmillennialism holds that the millennium is not a static, but a period of genuine, measurable advance for the kingdom of God. The nations are being gradually converted. The saints who have gone before us are being vindicated in their cause. History is heading somewhere, and it is heading toward Christ. “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations shall worship before you” (Ps. 22:27. 
3.  Christ’s return will coincide with the general resurrection and the general judgment.
•  There is one resurrection and one judgment – not two separated by a thousand years. When Christ returns on the last day of human history, all the dead will rise, and all people will stand before him. The first resurrection is not a physical resurrection. It is a spiritual one that takes place within the hearts of men during this age. And then the second resurrection will take place when Christ comes back and our bodies rise from the tombs and all men will be judged. “An hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out” (John 5:28–29).
4.  The millennium is the present age — the time between the two comings of Christ.
•  We are living in the millennium right now. The Kingdom and the Millennial Age are one and the same thing. Christ introduced the kingdom at his first coming, and with it, the millennium began. There is a minor variation worth noting: some postmillennialists distinguish between the kingdom, which is present now, and the millennium, which they view as a future victorious phase still to come. The more popular view is that the kingdom and the millennium arrived together at Christ’s first coming. They are not two things; they are one. “The kingdom of God is in your midst” (Luke 17:21). 
5.  The Church — the new Israel of God — will flourish during the millennial age.
•  The millennial period will see the prosperity and expansion of the Church as Christ subdues his enemies and extends his reign. This advance will come not through military force or political maneuvering, but through the sword of the Spirit — the preaching of the Word. The influence of the Church will reach into every corner of society and culture as the kingdom grows. 
· “He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field.  It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches. He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened” (Matt. 13:31-33). 
6.  Old Testament prophecies of prosperity will be fulfilled in history, not just in eternity. 
•  The postmillennialist does not push every Old Testament promise of blessing off into the eternal state. These prophecies are interpreted figuratively or literally according to their context and the intention of their authors – but in either case, many of them are meant to be fulfilled in time, on earth, before Christ returns. The visible triumph of Christ’s kingdom in history is the goal, climaxing ultimately in the eternal state. “The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the sea”(Hab. 2:14).
7.  The preaching of the gospel will disciple the nations — not by human power, but by the Spirit.
•  The Church will not win the world through cleverness, persuasion, or earthly might. It will do so through the faithful proclamation of the Word in the power of the Holy Spirit, poured out at Pentecost and still at work today. Over the long arc of history, worldwide conversion will produce a period of extraordinary righteousness and blessing on earth. This age will be interrupted only briefly at the very end, when Satan is released for a short season just before Christ returns in final judgment. “Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end” (Isaiah 9:7). 
Conclusion 
• The postmillennial vision is not the product of naive optimism or human confidence. It is a conviction rooted in the unbreakable promises of God and the unstoppable power of his Spirit. The kingdoms of this world will become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ — not because the Church is impressive, but because the gospel is the power of God unto salvation.
