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Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work,
Or watch, or weep this night,

And give your angels charge over those who sleep.
Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary,
Bless the dying, soothe the suffering,

Pity the afflicted, shield the joyous;,

And all for your love's sake. Amen.



THE ORDER FOR THE PuBLic WoORsHIP OF (GOD

Sunday Evening, December 15, 2024
6:00 p.m.

K/

Welcome
Preparation for Worship
Prelude

Gob CaLLs His PEorLE TO WORSHIP

*CalltoWorship. .. ..o Psalm 121:1-2

I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?
My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

*Hymn of Christ’s Incarnation. . .. ............ .. ... ... . ... .. ... Trinity Hymnal, 213
What Child is This
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1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar - y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2. Why lies he in  such mean es-tate, where ox and ass are feed -ing?
3. So bring him in- cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas - ant, king, to own him;
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*Please stand during these portions of the service.

*A room with the service’s live stream s available down the hallway in case parents need to step out with their children™
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Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet, while shep-herds watch are keep- ing?
Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here the si - lent Word is plead- ing.
the  King of kings sal - va - tion brings, let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.

This, this is Christ

Raise, raise the song
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he King, whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing:

Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; the cross be borne for me, for you:

on high, the vir - gin sings her lul- la- by:
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haste, haste to bring

joy, joy  for Christ
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him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - vy

hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y.

is born, the babe, the son of Mar - vy.
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Traditional English carol
Adapted by William C. Dix, ca. 1865

*Prayer of Invocation
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GREENSLEEVES 8.7.8.7.ref.
English melody, 16th cent.




Gobp CavrLs His PeorLE ToO CONFESS

First Scripture Lesson. . . .. ... ... . . . 2 Samuel 10:1-19

*Sung Response. .. ... .. L Trinity Hymnal, 144, 5" stanza

(Sung to the tune of Dundee)
O may these heavenly pages be my ever dear delight.

And still new beauties may I see, and still increasing light.

The Children’s Lesson. . .. .. ... . Rev. Matthew Bradley

Children of all ages are invited to come forward and sit in front of the Communion Table
for a lesson from the pastor.

Prayer of the Covenant

CatechismlLesson . ......................... The Shorter Catechism: Questions 6566

Q). 65. What is forbidden in the fifth commandment?

A. The fifth commandment forbids the neglecting of, or doing anything

against, the honor and duty which belongs to every one in their several places
and relations.

Q. 66. What is the reason annexed to the fifth commandment?

A. The reason annexed to the fifth commandment is a promise of long life and

prosperity (as far as it shall serve for God’s glory and their own good) to all such
as keep this commandment.

*Hymn of Christ’s Incarnation. . .. ............ .. ... ... . . ... . ... Trinity Hymnal, 201

O Little Town of Bethlehem
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1.0 lit - tle town of  Beth - le- hem, how still we see thee lie;
2. For Christ is born of Mar - y; and gath- ered all a - bove,
3. How si - lent -1y, how si - lent -1y, the won- drousgift is  giv'n!
4.0 ho - ly child of Beth - le- hem, de - scend to us, we  pray;
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a - bove thy deep and ‘dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go by:
while mor - tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to hu - man hearts the  bless-ings of his  heav’n.
cast out our sin and en - ter in; Dbe born in  us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing  Light
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro- claim the ho - ly birth!
No  ear may hear his com - ing, but in  this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ - mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings tell;
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the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
And prais- es sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.
where meek souls will re - ceive him still, the dear Christ en - ters in.
O come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Em-man - u - el
he o L,
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Phillips Brooks, 1868 ST. LOUIS C.M.D.irreg.

Lewis H. Redner, 1868

Gob Takes His PEorLE TO THE CROSS

Second Scripture LeSSON . . . . oo Ezra 10:1-44
(See pages 6-7)
Preachingofthe Word . ... . ... ... .. ... ... . . ... .. . Rev. Matthew Bradley

Repentance in Action

(2]



Prayer of Thanksgiving

*Gloria Patri. .. ... .. ...

Glory be to the Father

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,

1s now and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen, amen.

*Benediction .. ... ... ..

.................... Trinity Hymnal, 735

.......................... Psalm 29:11

May the LORD give strength to his people! May the LORD bless his people with peace!

Amen.

Postlude

Second Scripture Lesson

! While Ezra prayed and made confession,
weeping and casting himself down before the
house of God, a very great assembly of men,
women, and children, gathered to him out of
Israel, for the people wept bitterly. 2 And She-
caniah the son of Jehiel, of the sons of Elam,
addressed Ezra: “We have broken faith with our
God and have married foreign women from
the peoples of the land, but even now there is
hope for Israel in spite of this. * Therefore let us
make a covenant with our God to put away all
these wives and their children, according to the
counsel of my lord and of those who tremble
at the commandment of our God, and let it be
done according to the Law. * Arise, for it is your
task, and we are with you; be strong and do it.”
>Then Ezra arose and made the leading priests
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and Levites and all Israel take an oath that they
would do as had been said. So they took the
oath.

8Then Ezra withdrew from before the house
of God and went to the chamber of Jehohanan
the son of Eliashib, where he spent the night,
neither eating bread nor drinking water, for
he was mourning over the faithlessness of the
exiles. “And a proclamation was made through-
out Judah and Jerusalem to all the returned
exiles that they should assemble at Jerusalem,
8 and that if anyone did not come within three
days, by order of the officials and the elders all
his property should be forfeited, and he himself
banned from the congregation of the exiles.

9Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin
assembled at Jerusalem within the three days. It
was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of



the month. And all the people sat in the open
square before the house of God, trembling
because of this matter and because of the heavy
rain. ' And Ezra the priest stood up and said to
them, “You have broken faith and married for-
eign women, and so increased the guilt of Israel.
"' Now then make confession to the LORD, the
God of your fathers and do his will. Separate
yourselves from the peoples of the land and
from the foreign wives.” * Then all the assembly
answered with a loud voice, “It is so; we must
do as you have said. '* But the people are many,
and it i3 a time of heavy rain; we cannot stand
in the open. Nor is this a task for one day or
for two, for we have greatly transgressed in this
matter. " Let our officials stand for the whole
assembly. Let all in our cities who have taken
foreign wives come at appointed times, and with
them the elders and judges of every city, until
the fierce wrath of our God over this matter
is turned away from us.” > Only Jonathan the
son of Asahel and Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah
opposed this, and Meshullam and Shabbethai
the Levite supported them.

' Then the returned exiles did so. Ezra the
priest selected men, heads of fathers’ houses,
according to their fathers’ houses, each of
them designated by name. On the first day of
the tenth month they sat down to examine the
matter; ' and by the first day of the first month
they had come to the end of all the men who
had married foreign women.

8 Now there were found some of the sons
of the priests who had married foreign women:
Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedaliah, some
of the sons of Jeshua the son of Jozadak and
his brothers. ' They pledged themselves to put
away their wives, and their guilt offering was a
ram of the flock for their guilt. * Of the sons of
Immer: Hanani and Zebadiah. *! Of the sons

of Harim: Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel,
and Uzziah. 2 Of the sons of Pashhur: Elioe-
nai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and
Elasah.

2 Of the Levites: Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah
(that 1s, Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer.
2 Of the singers: Eliashib. Of the gatekeepers:
Shallum, Telem, and Uri.

% And of Israel: of the sons of Parosh:
Ramiah, Izziah, Malchjah, Mijamin, Elea-
zar, Hashabiah, and Benaiah. 26 Of the sons of
Elam: Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jere-
moth, and Eljjah. 7 Of the sons of Zattu: Elio-
enai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad,
and Aziza. 2 Of the sons of Bebai were Jeho-
hanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and Athlai. * Of
the sons of Bani were Meshullam, Malluch,
Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and Jeremoth. * Of the
sons of Pahath-moab: Adna, Chelal, Benaiah,
Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and
Manasseh. 3 Of the sons of Harim: Eliezer,
Isshijah, Malchijjah, Shemaiah, Shimeon,
3 Benjamin, Malluch, and Shemariah. ** Of the
sons of Hashum: Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad,
Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manassch, and Shimei.
3 Of the sons of Bani: Maadai, Amram, Uel,
% Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi, 2 Vaniah, Mere-
moth, Eliashib, ¥ Mattaniah, Mattenai, Jaasu.
% Of the sons of Binnui: Shimei, * Shele-
miah, Nathan, Adaiah, % Machnadebai, Sha-
shai, Sharai, *! Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah,
# Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph. * Of the sons
of Nebo: Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina,
Jaddai, Joel, and Benaiah. ** All these had mar-
ried foreign women, and some of the women

had even borne children.
Ezra 10:1-44, ESV
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