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 November 30, 2025 

First Sunday of Advent 
www.AstoriaChurch.org 

ADVENT MEDITATION II Peter 3:8-13 
But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the 
Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years 
are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is 
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord 
will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a 
roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth 
and everything done in it will be laid bare. Since 
everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of 
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly 
lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its 
coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the 
heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 
But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward 
to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness 
dwells. 
Silence is kept 
Sung response: For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness 
wait.(2x) 
Truly our hope is in you; truly our hope is in you. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP     Isaiah 2:1-5 
Leader: This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning 
Judah and Jerusalem: In the last days 
the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 
as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above 
the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many 
peoples will come and say, 
People: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the LORD, to the temple of the God of Jacob. He will 
teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 
Leader: The law will go out from Zion, the word of 
the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between the 
nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. 
They will beat their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword 
against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 
All: Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the 
light of the LORD. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE   
“Of the Father’s love begotten” (see insert) 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven,  
Hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts,  
As we also have forgiven our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil. 
For yours is the kingdom,  
And the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE 
“Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding” 
Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding. 
“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say; 
“Cast away the works of darkness, 
O ye children of the day.” 
Waken’d by the solemn warning, 
Let the earthbound soul arise; 
Christ, her Sun, all sloth dispelling, 
Shines upon the morning skies. 
 

Lo! the Lamb, so long expected,  
Comes with pardon down from heav’n; 
Let us all with tears of sorrow, 
Pray that we may be forgiv’n; 
That when next he comes with glory, 
And the world is wrapped in fear, 
With his mercy he may shield us, 
And with words of love draw near. 
 

Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 
High on thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the pow’r and glory; 
Claim the kingdom for thine own: 
Honor, glory, might, and blessing 
To the Father and the Son, 
With the everlasting Spirit, 
While eternal ages run. Amen. 
Latin, 6th century; BEACH SPRING, arr. Price 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  
from Augustine’s Confessions, Book IV 
Leader: O sinner, where are you going? What goal  
are you heading for, wandering around by ways so  
hard and difficult? Rest is not where you seek it. You  
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seek happiness of life in the land of death, and it is not  
there. 
People: But our Life came down to earth and took  
away our death, 
Leader: slew death with the abundance of his own  
life; he thundered, calling to us to return to him. 
People: He came forth to us—coming first into the  
virgin womb, where humanity was wedded to him. 
Leader: And then, like a bridegroom coming out of  
his bridal chamber, rejoicing as a giant to run his  
course, he was not slow, 
People: calling to us by what he said, and what he  
did, calling to us by his death, life, and ascension,  
to return to him: “Come and learn of me.” 
All: O you sons and daughters, how long will you  
be so slow of heart? 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
 

ADVENT SONG “Wait for the Lord” 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near, 
Wait for the Lord, keep watch, take heart. 

Taizé Community 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  Psalm 85:1-2, 8-10  
Lord, you were favorable to your land; you restored the 
fortunes of Jacob. You forgave the iniquity of your 
people; you pardoned all their sin. Let me hear what God 
the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, 
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 
that his glory may dwell in our land. Steadfast love and 
faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss 
each other. 
 
SONG OF PRAISE  “How long?” 
How long? Will you turn your face away? 
How long? Do you hear us when we pray? 
On and on, still we walk this pilgrim way - How long? 
 
How long 'til your children find their rest? 
How long 'til you draw them to your breast? 
We go on holding to your promises - How long? 
'Til you wipe away the tears from ev'ry eye 
'Til we see our home descending from the sky 
Do we wait in vain? Jesus, give us hope again! 
 
How long 'til your word will still the storm? 
How long 'til you bare your mighty arm? 
How we groan 'til you snatch us from the thorns - How 
long? 
 
How long? Sweet the dawn that ends the race. 
How long? Weak our hearts but strong our legs. 
Looking on - great that cloud of witnesses! How long? 
Amen, Jesus, come!              Isaac Wardell 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 
 
GOSPEL READING  Matthew 24:36-44 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it 
was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of 
the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they 
knew nothing about what would happen until the flood 
came and took them all away. That is how it will be at 
the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the 
field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women 
will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and 
the other left. 
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on 
what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If 
the owner of the house had known at what time of night 
the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and 
would not have let his house be broken into. So you 
also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come 
at an hour when you do not expect him. 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING        Romans 13:11-14 
And do this, understanding the present time: The hour 
has already come for you to wake up from your 
slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when 
we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is 
almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave 
decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, 
not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe 
yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think 
about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE  “Every ditch, every valley” 
A voice says “Cry out: All men are like grass. 
And their time of glory soon shall pass.   
But the word of God it will never die; 
Surely it will stand for eternity.”   

Every ditch and valley shall be raised up. 
Every hill and mountain be made low, 
Every rugged place will be made flat, 
Everybody shall see the glory of the Lord. 
 

You who bring good news, raise your voice  and shout 
Do not be afraid to speak the name of God. 
The hard days are gone, the debt has been paid. 
And the time has come to walk the righteous way. 
   Peter La Grande 
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“The king of glory comes”  
The king of glory comes, the nation rejoices. 
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices. 
Who is the King of Glory? What shall we call him? 
He is Immanuel, the promised of ages. 
 

In all of Galilee, in city or village, 
He goes among his people, curing their illness. 
 

Sing, then, of David’s son, our Savior and brother; 
In all of Galilee was never another. 
 

He gave his life for us, the pledge of salvation; 
He took upon himself the sin of the nations. 

Israeli folk tune; Jabusch 

 
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE   
 

SCRIPTURE READING  Mark 1:35-39 NIV 
35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus 
got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, 
where he prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to 
look for him, 37 and when they found him, they 
exclaimed: “Everyone is looking for you!” 38 Jesus 
replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby 
villages—so I can preach there also. That is why I have 
come.” 39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in 
their synagogues and driving out demons. 
 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 

MESSAGE   “Why He Came: He Came to Preach”    
    CJ Francis 
 

OFFERTORY   “My Lord, what a mornin’” 
My Lord, what a mornin’; my Lord, what a mornin’ 
Oh, my Lord, what a mornin’,  
When the stars begin to fall. 
 

You will hear the trumpet sound, 
To wake the nations under ground. 
Lookin’ to my God’s right hand, 
When the stars begin to fall. 
 

You will hear the sinner cry... 
You will hear the Christian shout...      American Spiritual 
 

THE LORD’S TABLE 
Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is always right and proper, and our moral 
duty, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty and 
Everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the inhabitants of heaven, we honor and 

adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and 
saying: 
People:   Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts!   
                Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
               Glory be to you, O Lord, most high. Amen 
The Gloria Patri  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER 
Leader:  Christ our Passover has been  
 sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Leader:  The gifts of God for the people of God. Come 

eat and drink with thanksgiving. 
THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Bread is gluten-free. Outer cups - juice. Inner rings - wine.  
Pews will be released from the back by ushers to come forward. 

“Hallelujah! Christ is coming” 
The first Advent broke darkness’ sway. 
Christ’s birth made night as bright as day. 
When Jesus spoke the truth was known. 
When Jesus walked the way was shown. 
When Jesus died all death was slain. 
When Jesus rose ‘twas life’s refrain. 
Hallelujah! Christ is coming. Lord, we wait for you(2x) 
 

Yet still the dark with light contends.  
Until the Lord Most High descends:  
His people bear their cross of pain, 
His people from the world abstain, 
His people thirst for wisdom still, 
His people seek his kingdom’s will. 
 

He will return to end the fight,  
To banish all the pow’r of night. 
When Christ returns our hope is sealed. 
When Christ returns the world is healed. 
When Christ returns he is the prize. 
When Christ returns the dead will rise. 

Flanigan&Reardon; Koscheski 
 
MUSIC OF COMMITMENT   
“Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates” (see insert) 
 
BENEDICTION   I Thessalonians 5:23-24  
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you 
through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and 
body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do 
it. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
VISITORS: We are so glad that you joined us for worship. If you 
are a visitor, please email admin@astoriachurch.org to be added to 
our email list. We send out a weekly electronic newsletter and 
other announcement emails.  
 

NEED PRAYER?: Leaders will be available up front after the 
service. 
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP: First Monday of the month, this 
Monday, December 1st at 6:30PM at Burger Club, 30th Ave & 
32nd Street. Just show up! 
 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: Join the women of ACC on 
Saturday, December 13th at 7PM at Ashley Grey’s home for 
dessert, drinks and ornament making! RSVP at 
women@astoriachurch.org. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Please plan to stay for a 
short meeting to vote on a new Deacon candidate, Vakas Grey, on 
Sunday, December 21st right after the service. An email was 
sent out on Friday with more details. All members are asked to 
attend. Regular attenders are welcome to attend as well but won't 
be eligible to vote. 
 
SAVE THE DATES: Our Lessons and Carols special service will 
be Sunday morning, December 14th. And we will have our 
special Christmas Eve service on Weds, December 24 at 6 
pm. Please invite friends and family! 
 
ADVENT TOGO OFFERING: We've started to receive 
donations for the Basse's school in Togo, West Africa. Thank you 
for continuing to give toward our goal of $3,000 (any donations 
beyond that will go towards our other missionaries.) We are 45% 
of the way to our goal! This donation will allow them to buy 
cement, iron, and sand to finish construction of 2 classrooms 
needed for the fourth and fifth grades of their school and to hire 
workers for the job. Thank you ACC for walking alongside the 
Basses as they continue to serve Christ in Togo. We will be taking 
donations through Sunday, December 7th. Please earmark your 
gift for Togo Advent - cash, check, Zelle, Venmo, or Simple 
Donations.  
 
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: We still have a need for 
2-3 more nursery workers in order to keep the nursery open every 
Sunday. Please consider helping out once a month or every other 
month. Contact Andrea at admin@astoriachurch.org. 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Hour Children will be holding their 
annual Holiday Party on Saturday, December 13th, 2025. 
Please mark your calendars to volunteer at this fun event! Link to 
sign up is in the Tuesday newsletter. 
 
HELP SUPPORT NEIGHBORS WITHOUT KITCHENS: The 
Hour Children Food Pantry is more than just a source of 
groceries—it’s a lifeline for many families in our community. We 
are accepting donations of microwaveable items every Sunday for 
the pantry. Items may be dropped off in the green bin in the lobby. 
We need pouches – bean/lentil, salmon, chicken, tuna and 
noodle soups. NO CANS, NO PEANUT BUTTER & NO 
COLD CEREAL please. Questions? Please speak to Miriam 
or email her at mtielmann@ymail.com. Thank you for your 
continued generosity and compassion! 

 
WELCOME TO 

ASTORIA COMMUNITY CHURCH 
 

WORSHIP: Sundays, 10:30AM (Mixed Style)  
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2102, Astoria, NY 11102 

WORSHIP and OFFICE LOCATION: Astoria Center of Israel  
27-35 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY  11102 

ESL and YOUTH GROUP LOCATION: Astoria First Art House  
23-35 Broadway, Ground Floor Offices, btw 23rd and Crescent 

Streets, West Entrance 
PHONE: 718-721-3440 

WEBSITE: www.astoriachurch.org 
SENIOR PASTOR: Jim Fredere (jim@astoriachurch.org) 

WORSHIP DIRECTOR: Linnea Kickasola 
(music@astoriachurch.org) 

MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Andrea Mungo 
(admin@astoriachurch.org) 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Carin Fredere 
(ACCKids@astoriachurch.org) 

  YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Jim Fredere 
(youth@astoriachurch.org) 

SAFEGUARDING EMAIL: accsafeguarding@astoriachurch.org 
 

Instagram.com/astoriacommunitychurch 
Facebook.com/AstoriaCommunityChurch 

 
Communication Card QR Code Venmo QR Code 

                                                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Helpful Information: 
 

God’s Seeds: During worship. Nursery is provided for newborns 
– 3 year olds. Andrea Mungo, admin@astoriachurch.org. 
 
God’s Seedlings (Pre-K – 3rd Grade): Sunday School class 
happens 30 minutes into the worship service. Carin Fredere, 
acckids@astoriachurch.org. (Sept – June) 
 
Youth Group - Grades 6 - 12: Jim Fredere, 
youth@astoriachurch.org, on Fridays (Sept – June) 
 

Community Groups 
Small groups that meet on Zoom and in person for fellowship, Bible 
study, and prayer. Email jim@astoriachurch.org for info. 
 

Financial Need 
Members of the Diaconate team are available to meet with you if 
you have a financial need.  Please email 
Diaconate@astoriachurch.org or call 718-721-3440.  
 

English as a Second Language Classes 
Saturdays 10-11:30AM (on zoom) and Wednesdays 6:30 – 8PM (in 
person) Info: QueensESL@gmail.com 
 

Outreach and Helps Ministries 
If you have a practical need, email Helps@astoriachurch.org. For 
the Meals Ministry, email accmeals@gmail.com. For info on 
service opportunities email Diaconate@astoriachurch.org.  
 

Men’s and Women’s Ministry 
Info for women, contact: women@astoriachurch.org  
Info for men, contact: jim@astoriachurch.org 


