
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                          July 5, 2026 

www.AstoriaChurch.org 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP     from Psalm 145 
Leader: The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
People: The LORD is good to all, and his compassion 
is over all that he has made.  
Leader: All your works shall give thanks to you, O 
LORD, and all your faithful shall bless you.  
People: They shall speak of the glory of your 
kingdom, and tell of your power, to make known to all 
people your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor 
of your kingdom.  
Leader: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
your dominion endures throughout all generations.  
All: The LORD is faithful in all his words, and 
gracious in all his deeds. The LORD upholds all who 
are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down. 
 

PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 

SONG OF PRAISE   
“God of our fathers” (see insert) 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION      from Romans 7:15, 18-24 
I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do 
not do, but what I hate I do....For I know that good itself 
does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I 
have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it 
out. For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I 
do not want to do—this I keep on doing. Now if I do 
what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it 
is sin living in me that does it. So I find this law at 
work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with 
me. For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I 
see another law at work in me, waging war against the 
law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of 
sin at work within me. What a wretched man I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
All: Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have 
our being, whose face is hidden from us by our sins, 
and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our 
hearts: cleanse us from all our offenses, and deliver us 
from proud thoughts and vain desires, that with 
reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, 
confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, and 
finding in you our refuge and strength; through Jesus 
Christ your Son.  Amen. 
 

 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON I Peter 3:18a  
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for 
the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE      “Search me” 
Search me, and know my heart. 
Test me, and know my thoughts. 
See into me: is there any sin? 
And Lord lead me in the everlasting way. 
 
Where there is fear, make me courageous. 
Where there is doubt, give me faith. 
Where there is pride, Lord, make me humble. 
Where there is silence, give me praise. 
 
Jesus, your love has made me righteous, 
For by your wounds, I am healed. 
Jesus, your death has paid the ransom. 
Your resurrection gives me life. 

Kirk Ward 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Zechariah 9:9-12 
Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
    righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 
    and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 
    and the battle bow will be broken. 
He will proclaim peace to the nations. 
    His rule will extend from sea to sea 
    and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
As for you, because of the blood of my covenant with 
you, 
    I will free your prisoners from the waterless pit. 
Return to your fortress, you prisoners of hope; 
    even now I announce that I will restore twice as 
much to you. 
 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL READING  Matthew 11:16-30 
“To what can I compare this generation? They are like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to 
others: 
“‘We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance; 
we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 
‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, 
a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But wisdom is 
proved right by her deeds.” Then Jesus began to 
denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had 
been performed, because they did not repent. “Woe to 
you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 
miracles that were performed in you had been performed 
in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more 
bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment than 
for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the 
heavens? No, you will go down to Hades. For if the 
miracles that were performed in you had been performed 
in Sodom, it would have remained to this day. But I tell 
you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of 
judgment than for you.” At that time Jesus said, “I praise 
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is 
what you were pleased to do. All things have been 
committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except 
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him. Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and 
my burden is light.” 
 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE   “Thy Word” 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 
And a light unto my path. 
 
When I feel afraid 
And I think I've lost my way, 
Still you're there right beside me. 
Nothing will I fear 
As long as you are near. 
Please be near me to the end. 
  
I will not forget 
Your love for me, and yet 
My heart forever is wandering. 

Jesus, be my guide, 
And hold me to your side. 
I will love you to the end.    Grant and Smith 
 
 

“I will rise” 
There's a peace I've come to know, 
Though my heart and flesh may fail. 
There's an anchor for my soul-- 
I can say, “It is well.” 
 
Jesus has overcome, 
And the grave is overwhelmed; 
The victory is won, he is risen from the dead. 
And I will rise when he calls my name; 
No more sorrow, no more pain. 
I will rise on eagle's wings, 
Before my God, fall on my knees, 
And rise. I will rise. 
 
There's a day that's drawing near, 
When this darkness breaks to light, 
And the shadows disappear, 
And my faith shall be my eyes. 
 
And I hear the voice of many angels sing, 
“Worthy is the Lamb!” 
And I hear the cry of ev'ry longing heart, 
“Worthy is the Lamb!” 
 Giglio, Tomlin, Reeves and Maher 
 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING    Ephesians 6:10-13, 16-17 ESV 
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of 
his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, 
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand firm.... 16 In all circumstances 
take up the shield of faith, with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17 and 
take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. 
 

Reader:    This is the word of the Lord. 
People:      Thanks be to God. 
 
MESSAGE   “The Armor of God: Part 2”  
    Pastor Jim Fredere 
OFFERTORY  
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THE LORD’S TABLE 
Leader:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
Leader:  Lift up your hearts! 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord! 
Leader:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Leader:   It is always right and proper, and our moral 
duty, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty and 
Everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and archangels, 
and with all the inhabitants of heaven, we honor and 
adore your glorious name, evermore praising you and 
saying: 
 

People:  Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts!   
               Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
               Glory be to you, O Lord, most high. Amen 
 

The Gloria Patri  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER 
Leader:  Christ our Passover has been  
 sacrificed for us. 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Leader:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
                Come eat and drink with thanksgiving. 
 

THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Bread is gluten-free. Outer cups - juice. Inner rings - wine.  
Pews will be released from the back by ushers to come forward. 

“We will feast in the house of Zion”  
We will feast in the house of Zion 
We will sing with our hearts restored 
He has done great things, we will say together 
We will feast and weep no more 
 
We will not be burned by the fire 
He is the LORD our God 
We are not consumed, by the flood 
Upheld, protected, gathered up 
 
In the dark of night, before the dawn 
My soul, be not afraid 
For the promised morning, oh how long? 
Oh God of Jacob, be my strength 
 
Every vow we've broken and betrayed 
You are the faithful one 
And from the garden to the grave 
Bind us together, bring shalom 
Sandra McCracken and Joshua Moore 

 
 

MUSIC OF COMMITMENT     
“Lead on, O King eternal” (see insert) 

BENEDICTION  II Timothy 4:18 

May the Lord rescue you from every evil attack and 
bring you safely to his heavenly kingdom. To him be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

VISITORS: We are so glad that you joined us for 
worship. If you are a visitor, please email 
admin@astoriachurch.org to be added to our email list. 
We send out a weekly electronic newsletter and other 
announcement emails.  
 
NEED PRAYER?: Leaders will be available up front 
after the service.  
 
SUMMER SIP N' PAINT: Come join the women of 
ACC on Sunday, July 12, 2026 from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. for our Summer Sip & Paint Event at Ashley Grey's 
house. Our Sip & Paint event welcomes all women of 
ACC to enjoy an afternoon of free style painting with 
mocktails, light snacks, and good company! Link to sign 
up is in the Tuesday newsletter. Hope to see you there! 
 
VACATION BIBLE CLUB: The sign up form for our 
2026 Vacation Bible Club, Space Mission is live! Please 
see the Tuesday newsletter to sign up to volunteer. The 
week is Monday – Friday, August 24 – 28 from 6-8 
p.m. VBC is our biggest outreach event of the year. This 
year, we're planning to distribute backpacks with school 
supplies to attendees on the final evening of VBC. Each 
backpack costs $8 if you would like to donate to cover 
that expense. If you have any questions, reach out to 
judith.newlin@gmail.com. 
 
HELP SUPPORT NEIGHBORS WITHOUT 
KITCHENS: The Hour Children Food Pantry is more 
than just a source of groceries—it’s a lifeline for many 
families in our community. We are accepting donations 
of microwaveable items every Sunday for the pantry. 
Items may be dropped off in the box in the lobby. We 
need pouches – beans/lentils, salmon, chicken, tuna 
and noodle soups. NO CANS, NO PEANUT BUTTER 
& NO COLD CEREAL please. Questions? Please 
speak to Miriam or email her at mtielmann@ymail.com. 
Thank you for your continued generosity and 
compassion! 
 
MEMBER AND REGULAR ATTENDER NEWS 
AND NETWORKING: This is a place for ACC 
Members and Regular Attenders to update one another on 
our lives and to network and share resources. Please 
email Andrea at admin@astoriachurch.org with any news 
or networking you have to share! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME TO 
ASTORIA COMMUNITY CHURCH 

 
WORSHIP: Sundays, 10:30AM 

MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2102, Astoria, NY 11102 
WORSHIP and OFFICE LOCATION: Astoria Center of Israel  

27-35 Crescent Street, Astoria, NY  11102 
ESL and YOUTH GROUP LOCATION: Astoria First Art House  
23-35 Broadway, Ground Floor Offices, btw 23rd and Crescent 

Streets, West Entrance 
PHONE: 718-721-3440 

WEBSITE: www.astoriachurch.org 
SENIOR PASTOR: Jim Fredere (jim@astoriachurch.org) 

WORSHIP DIRECTOR: Linnea Kickasola 
(music@astoriachurch.org) 

MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Andrea Mungo 
(admin@astoriachurch.org) 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Carin Fredere 
(ACCKids@astoriachurch.org) 

  YOUTH MINISTRY COORDINATOR: Jim Fredere 
(youth@astoriachurch.org) 

SAFEGUARDING EMAIL: accsafeguarding@astoriachurch.org 
 

Instagram.com/astoriacommunitychurch 
Facebook.com/AstoriaCommunityChurch 
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Helpful Information: 
 

God’s Seeds: During worship. Nursery is provided for newborns 
– 3 year olds. Andrea Mungo, admin@astoriachurch.org. 
 
God’s Seedlings (4K – 3rd Grade): Sunday School class happens 
30 minutes into the worship service. Carin Fredere, 
acckids@astoriachurch.org. (Sept – June) 
 
Youth Group - Grades 6 - 12: Jim Fredere, 
youth@astoriachurch.org, on Fridays (Sept – June) 
 

Community Groups 
Small groups that meet on Zoom and in person for fellowship, Bible 
study, and prayer. Email jim@astoriachurch.org for info. 
 

Financial Need 
Members of the Diaconate team are available to meet with you if 
you have a financial need.  Please email 
Diaconate@astoriachurch.org or call 718-721-3440.  
 

English as a Second Language Classes 
Saturdays 10-11:30AM (on zoom) and Wednesdays 6:30 – 8PM (in 
person) Info: QueensESL@gmail.com 
 

Outreach and Helps Ministries 
If you have a practical need, email Helps@astoriachurch.org. For 
the Meals Ministry, email accmeals@gmail.com. For info on 
service opportunities email Diaconate@astoriachurch.org.  
 

Men’s and Women’s Ministry 
Info for women, contact: women@astoriachurch.org  
Info for men, contact: jim@astoriachurch.org 


