
James
The Apostle of Passion
1. Read Matthew 19:28-30. What promise did Jesus give to His disciples? What reminder did He give at the end of this passage about who is truly considered great in God’s Kingdom?
2. Read Matthew 20:24-28. How did the other disciples react to the ambition of James and John? What reminder did Jesus again give to them all about greatness in God’s Kingdom?
3. Read Philippians 1:12-14. Paul, like James, was imprisoned for proclaiming the gospel. What purpose did Paul see in the fact that he was in chains? 
4. Read Acts 12:1-2. What can we learn from James’ martyrdom under Herod Agrippa l? How can you prepare for persecution in your life? 
5. A fervent man like James would have likely caused his own ruin (and that of others) had he not submitted his passions to the Lord and undergone His “tempering” process. What does this tempering process look like in your life? 
a. Temper: Developing moderation and self-control through adversity.
6. How has God’s long-suffering with you directly impacted your patience and mercy toward others? How has walking in the Spirit helped you to keep yourself from being self-centered?
