
 

Home Worship & Community Study Guide 
PHILIPPIANS 2:1–4 — “FIGHTING DISINTEGRATION” 

Welcome & Opening Prayer 

Take a few moments to settle your heart before the Lord. 

Begin by praying together: 

• thanking God for His protection and care, 
• praying for those affected by the evacuation, 
• asking the Holy Spirit to unite and strengthen our church family, 
• and asking God to shape us into humble and selfless people through His Word. 

⸻ 

Opening Reflection 

Everything in this world naturally drifts toward disintegration. 

Cars rust. 
Bodies weaken. 
Homes decay. 
Relationships fracture. 

And usually, it happens slowly. 

Not through one dramatic collapse… 
but through small compromises, 
unaddressed pride, 
selfishness, 
resentment, 
and neglect over time. 

Bethany Bible Fellowship - May 23, 2026



The same danger exists within the church. 

Churches rarely fall apart overnight. 
Disunity often begins quietly: 
hurt feelings, 
personal agendas, 
competition, 
comparison, 
bitterness, 
or the slow erosion of humility and love. 

In Philippians 2, the Apostle Paul urgently calls believers to fight for unity by 
embracing the selfless humility of Jesus Christ. 

⸻ 

Read the Passage Together 

Read aloud: 

• Philippians 2:1–4 

Optional additional readings: 

• Philippians 1:27–30 
• Psalm 133 
• John 13:34–35 
• Ephesians 4:1–6 

⸻ 

Main Idea 

Because Christ has shown us extraordinary mercy, believers must fight for the unity of 
the church through humility, selflessness, and love for one another. 

⸻ 

Part 1 — Remember What You Have Received in Christ 
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Philippians 2:1 

Paul begins by reminding believers what they themselves have already received 
through Jesus Christ. 

Encouragement in Christ 

Jesus did not pass us by in our sin and helplessness. 
He came near to rescue us. 

Like the Good Samaritan caring for the wounded man, Christ moved toward broken 
sinners with compassion and mercy. 

Comfort from Love 

God’s love for us is undeserved and astonishing. 

Romans 5:8 says: 

“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

God did not wait for us to become lovable before loving us. 

Fellowship in the Spirit 

Every believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

The church is not merely a collection of religious people with shared interests. 
It is a supernatural people united by the Spirit of God Himself. 

Affection and Sympathy 

Jesus is not cold or distant toward His people. 
He is compassionate, patient, tender, and merciful toward weak and struggling 
sinners. 

Paul reminds the church: 
If this is how Christ has treated you, how can you become harsh, selfish, or prideful 
toward others? 

Bethany Bible Fellowship - May 23, 2026



⸻ 

Discussion Questions 

1. Which of the realities in Philippians 2:1 stands out most to you right now? 
•     encouragement in Christ 
•     comfort from love 
•     fellowship in the Spirit 
•     affection and sympathy 

2. Why is remembering the gospel essential for maintaining humility and unity within 
the church? 
3. In what ways have you personally experienced Christ’s patience and compassion 
recently? 

⸻ 

Part 2 — Fight for Gospel-Centered Unity 

Philippians 2:2 

Paul says: 

“Complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind.” 

Christian unity is not uniformity. 
Believers will have different personalities, preferences, backgrounds, and opinions. 

Biblical unity means: 

• shared love for Christ, 
• shared commitment to truth, 
• shared mission, 
• shared humility, 
• and shared devotion to one another. 

The church is not held together merely by external structure. 
The Spirit of God changes hearts and draws believers together around Jesus. 
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Unity is precious. 
But unity is also fragile. 

Without humility and grace, churches naturally drift toward division. 

⸻ 

Discussion Questions 

4. What is the difference between biblical unity and simply “keeping the peace” or 
avoiding conflict? 
5. Why do you think Paul repeats the idea of “one mind” several times in this passage? 
6. What are some things that commonly threaten unity in churches, families, 
friendships, or community groups? 

⸻ 

Part 3 — Put Selfishness to Death 

Philippians 2:3–4 

Paul exposes the true enemy of unity: 
self-centeredness. 

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit…” 

Selfish ambition asks: 

• “What do I want?” 
• “How do I get my way?” 
• “How can I be noticed?” 
• “How can I protect my comfort?” 

Pride can even hide beneath spiritual activity. 

We can: 

• serve out of pride, 
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• lead out of pride, 
• speak out of pride, 
• or even appear humble out of pride. 

But gospel humility changes our focus. 

Humility is not thinking you are worthless. 
It is refusing to place yourself at the center. 

Paul says: 

“Count others more significant than yourselves.” 

This means learning to notice: 

• who is hurting, 
• who feels alone, 
• who needs encouragement, 
• who needs prayer, 
• who needs patience, 
• who needs help carrying burdens. 

A selfish church asks: 

“What am I getting?” 

A humble church asks: 

“How can I help?” 

⸻ 

Discussion Questions 

7. In what situations are you most tempted toward selfish ambition, pride, or insisting 
on your own way? 
8. What are some practical ways we can grow in noticing and caring for the people 
around us? 
9. Why is humility often difficult to practice in everyday relationships? 
10. What are some ways pride quietly damages relationships and church unity? 
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⸻ 

Personal Reflection 

Take a few quiet moments to examine your own heart before the Lord. 

Ask yourself: 

• Am I helping strengthen unity or contributing to disintegration? 
• Am I building others up or tearing them down? 
• Am I carrying bitterness, pride, resentment, or unforgiveness? 
• Have I become overly focused on my own comfort, preferences, or recognition? 
• Is there someone I need to encourage, forgive, reconcile with, or serve? 

Where might God be calling you to respond? 

• Confessing pride? 
• Pursuing reconciliation? 
• Becoming more connected in the church? 
• Serving others more intentionally? 
• Choosing humility in a difficult relationship? 

Spend time praying silently or together as a group. 

⸻ 

Family Discussion (Optional) 

For families with children: 

1. What does it mean to put others before yourself? 
2. Why do you think selfishness causes problems in relationships? 
3. How did Jesus show humility and love toward others? 
4. What is one practical way we can serve someone this week? 

⸻ 

Prayer Together 
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Close by praying for: 

• unity within our church, 
• humility within our hearts, 
• protection from division and selfishness, 
• wisdom during the evacuation situation, 
• and opportunities to reflect the love of Christ to others. 

Pray especially that God would continue making our church: 

• humble, 
• loving, 
• selfless, 
• unified, 
• and deeply shaped by the gospel. 

⸻ 

Closing Encouragement 

Even when circumstances disrupt our routines or gatherings, the church remains the 
church. 

The people of God are not united merely by a building or schedule, but by Jesus 
Christ Himself. 

May the Lord continue strengthening and preserving the unity of His people as we 
humbly love and serve one another for His glory.
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