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The Theology of Thankfulness

By Pastor Bud

On the twenty-eighth day of this month, people from
all over the country will celebrate Thanksgiving Day
with family and friends. Tradition will play a big part
in everyone’s observance of the holiday. Whether it be
food, football, or just sitting around under the influence
of a tryptophan-induced nap, we will likely do the
things that make us feel comfortable and familiar. We
may even go around the room listening to each person
speak about for what or for whom they are thankful.

Consider this article as training in anticipation of
the holiday. Thankfulness is not just religiously saying
grace before partaking of a meal, nor is it verbalizing
gratitude for one another out of a sense of obligation to
keep the peace. Thankfulness is rooted, transcendent,
honest, and profound. But where does thankfulness
come from?

While growing up, my parents consistently taught

not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself

less. Only when the world does not revolve around us

can we develop a biblical theology of thankfulness.

What follows are several Scriptures critical to
developing a theology of thankfulness. I share them,
hoping that the Holy Spirit will transform your
thinking and infuse you with a heart of thankfulness
so that our holiday observance will be rooted in the
truth of who God is and why we can be thankful for
everything He brings into our lives.

e 1 Thessalonians 5:18, “In everything give thanks,
Jfor this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” Two
essential truths are in this verse: (1) Giving thanks in
every circumstance is not optional, it is a command.
(2) Giving thanks in everything is the will of God for
every believer.

® Because we share a relationship with God, no matter

the circumstances, we

us to express gratitude for
any kindness or respect
we received from anyone.
[ remember going to my
grandmother’s house for
Sunday dinner. Even if

I thought the meal left
much to be desired, I was

Remember that humility is not thinking less of
yourself; it is thinking of yourself less. Only when
the world does not revolve around us can we
develop a biblical theology of thankfulness.

know and are known

by God, so we have

every reason to express
gratitude to Him.
Consider that Job had just
found out that he had lost
all of his possessions and

taught to say, “Thank you,”
for the meal and hospitality. My parents taught me
that it wasn’t about my satisfaction; instead, it was a
recognition of my grandmother’s love for us and that
she spent her time and resources preparing a culinary
expression of her love for her family.

Humility is the most essential aspect of the
theology of thankfulness. Remember that humility is

A Day with Our Global Workers > page 2
INSIDE The Church as Offense and Defense > page 3

his children had died.
Job 1:20-21 records his reaction, “Then Job arose
and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to
the ground and worshiped. And he said, ‘Naked I came
Jrom my mother’s womb, and naked I shall return
there. Yahweh gave, and Yahweh has taken away.
Blessed be the name of Yahweh.”

See Theology of Thankfulness, page 5
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Pit! Spit! An Extraordinary Day
with Our Global Workers

By Ellyn Roe

Hold the back of your hand a couple of inches from your
lips and say, “Pit.” Feel the puff of air? Now do the same
with the word, “Spit.” No puff, right? And yet, there is a
“p” in both words. Hmmm....This fun exercise was part of
the presentation made by BPC global worker T. S.* as he
helped attendees at the Global Work Fest on October 5
“adopt the ears” of global workers who must learn the
heart language of the people they serve. When one is
trying to build relationship with a new people group, or
accurately translate God’s Word, imprecise listening or
pronunciation such as a “puffed p” or an “unpuffed p,” can
result in total misunderstanding, ranging from hilariously
embarrassing, to a much more serious effect.

The Fest began in the beautifully decorated MPR (thank
you, Peggie Recker and Jill Boyd) with 50 or so BPC
attendees enjoying robust musical worship led by C.H.*
and a devotional from Pastor Bud. The rest of the day was
a mix of powerful presentations from the 15 attending
global workers and heart-warming videos sent in by those
workers who are currently on the field.

We heard stories and saw images to thrill the soul...
illustrations of God’s heart for the peoples of the world,
and those who are sent or those who send. It’s great to
read such reports in emails and postal mailings, but when
a global worker is in the room with you, you get their
voice, face and emotions in a way that computer screens or
paper just don’t provide.

In addition to hearing their exhilarating reports, we were
reminded by them all, “Church! Please, Please, Pray!” And

Noe and Lisa Martinez shared on screen from PNG.

at right:
C.H.*
leads

worship.

global worker Tom Horton reminded us: “In order for there

to be an answer to prayer, there needs to be prayer

The day together was relaxing but energizing, tear-
bathed but laughter filled, and we all got to know our
global workers SO much better. In addition, several workers
told us that they LOVED interacting with one another! Truly,
the day was a huge blessing to all who attended, and oh,
by the way: scrumptious lunch and dinner were cooked and
served by Randy and Jill Boyd, Doug and Lisa Barton, Lisa
Siedenberg, Michelle Harder and Kelly Siedenberg. Our
“getting-ready-to-GO-to Thailand” young women and their
moms provided an extraordinary array of home-baked
goodies available for purchase as a trip fund raiser, and
the gals also gave us wonderful food service.

One of the song lines we sang with C.H.* was:

“We, who rejoice to know Thee

Renew before Thy throne

The solemn pledge we owe Thee

To go and make Thee known.” (Getty Music)

If you are not going (to a field of service), please pray
about the pledge named in that song. IS it your pledge?
Perhaps you would GO? Or maybe you would pledge to
become a SENDER or a more active one. Several workers
mentioned that receiving emails or texts or notes gives them
assurance that they are not forgotten, and energizes them
to continue their work. Could YOU take a few minutes to
send a simple hello to a global worker?

And might you attend the next Global Work Fest?
| sure hope so.

K.D.* shared from Chad, including a walk through
her neighborhood in search of tomatoes for dinner. J
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The Church as Offense and Defense

Adapted by C.H.*
from the talk he gave at BPC Global Work Fest, October 5, 2024

We use the terms “offense” and “defense” in artificial
battles, like sports, but also real battles, like war.
However, we don’t often use these terms in church
— mainly because the Bible itself doesn’t often use
these words. That being said, | believe the Bible does
describe these realities often — particularly in the
spiritual realm. And according to Jesus, if we want
to keep our witness bright, we ought to not only
understand offense and defense in the church, but
also exercise them.

When Jesus speaks to the church in Ephesus
(Rev. 2:1-6), he seems to describe what we might term
today as the complementary forces of offense and
defense. | recommend you read this passage for
yourself and see if you can notice the parts.

The glorified King Jesus praised the church in
Ephesus for their defense — they held to sound
doctrine, they were patiently enduring, they had

at left: Pastor E* and T.S.*
below L-R: D.W.*, Marlene Etter, D.H.*

tested and resisted false teachers, and they hated the
works of the Nicolaitans.

But he rebuked and warned them that their offense
was slipping. The ESV has parallel phrases in verses
4 and 5 that caught my eye and gave me inspiration
for this entire topic. Jesus warns them, “You have
abandoned the love you had at first,” and tells them to
“repent, and do the works you did at first.”

Apparently there is a connection between the love
they experienced at first, and the (offensive) works
that they once did. Their patient endurance was a
formidable defender of the Truth, but their offense
was being abandoned.

So, pray tell, what may have been the offensive
works that they had abandoned? | scanned Paul’s
letter to the Ephesians for possible answers: In 4:25,
“...speak truth to one another.” In 4:32, “...forgive one
another.” In 5:11, “...expose the unfruitful works of
darkness.” In 5:19, “Address one another in
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.” In 6:4,
“Fathers,...bring up your children in the
discipline and instruction of the Lord.” In
6:18-19, we should partner with other
believers as the Good News goes out.

And so on. | believe each of these describe
offense in the spiritual realm and we
likewise must not neglect such works.

Therefore, as we persevere and bear
up for Christ’s name in these troubled
times, might we also hear afresh this
reminder from our Lord to press forward
in offensive works that are rooted in love.
In fact, our lampstand may depend on it.

at left: C.H.* closed the BPC Global Fest

Milestones

above: Global workers who attended Global Fest on
Saturday, October 5. *Faces blurred to guard identity.

Death

Aniana (Ana) Abud
Pagatpatan

September 30, 2024 in Tacloban
City, Philippines

mother of Emelita Moore

Special Notes

with a powerful message. J

Baby Shower for Cayla

All ladies are cordially invited
to a baby shower for Cayla
Diener on Saturday, Nov. 2, at
10:00 a.m. in Room 151 at
Boulevard Park Church. The
shower is being hosted by
Jessica Sneeshy and Lisa Barton.
Cayla is registered at Baby List.

Heartfelt Thanks

We are thankful for our church
family’s support during Glen's
recent hospitalization. Your
prayers, cards, and calls have
encouraged us as he recovers
from an aortic valve replacement.
— Glen and Jean Rose

Christmas Poinsettias

If you would like to give a poin-
settia in memory of a loved one,
please call the church office with
that information. You may bring
your poinsettia to the church
office by Friday, November 22.
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Calendar Events

NOVEMBER 2024

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:00A Adult Sunday School
9:15A KIDS Sunday School

Youth Sunday School
10:30A KIDS Church

10:30A Worship in person

& Livestream

Sunday, November 3
9:00A Prayer Meeting
9:15A KIDS & Youth Sunday
School
10:30A KIDS Church
10:30A Worship /Communion
12:00P Congregational Meeting

B I

Saturday, November 2
10:00A Baby Shower for
Cayla Diener (Room 151)

Monday, November 4
11:00A Ladies Circle (431)
6:00P Men’s Bible Study

7:00P GriefShare

Monday, Nov. 11,18, 25
6:00P Men’s Bible Study
7:00P GriefShare

Tuesday, November 12 & 26
9:30A MOMLife

Wednesday, Nov. 6, 13, 20
10:00A Women’s Lighthouse
Bible Study
6:00P Wednesday Night Dinner
6:00P Youth Group
6:40P Adult Bible Study (151)

Saturday, November 16

10:00A Women’s Ministry
Connect: Holiday
Luminarylars

Thursday, November 21
6:30P CarePartners

Thursday, November 28
Thanksgiving Day
Church Office Closed

Friday, November 29
Church Office Closed

Tending the Flock

Thanksgiving — Called to Be Thankful

By Ken Carter, Elder

As God’s children we are called to be
thankful each and every day for the
blessings He bestows upon us. We love
reading the Psalms that encourage us to
praise His name and hearing the many
hymns based on His Word that amplify
His words so that we meditate upon

our blessings in the midst of our daily
circumstances. It is so “normal” to focus
on the issues we are

Constitution in 1781. In the middle of the
Civil War, when thousands were dying, more
were maimed, destruction was great, and
neither side was winning, President Lincoln
proclaimed a National Day of Thanksgiving
and prayer to be celebrated on Thursday,
November 26, 1863. Only from God’s
perspective could this be considered a time
for a celebration of thanks.

dealing with right
now, tomorrow, and
this month. When
we read His word

we find nuggets of
comfort, exhortation,

As we think about our participation
in Thanksgiving Day gatherings, how
should we model the love of Jesus
and our faith in the Lord?

Thanksgiving
since has been
celebrated in
November every
year. As our country
became more urban
and family members

and encouragement
scattered throughout that help us see God’s
perspective. A few Psalms I enjoyed reading
as [ wrote this are 5, 19, 33, 47, and 100.
As we enter the month of November,
we are thinking about and preparing for
our annual Thanksgiving Day holiday. Here
in the United States we generally believe
that our Thanksgiving is modeled on the
1621 harvest feast shared by the fifty
English colonists (Pilgrims) of Plymouth,
Massachusetts, and ninety Wampanoag
people. The New England colonists regularly
celebrated “Thanksgivings” — days of
prayer thanking God for blessings such as a
military victory or the end of a drought. The
Continental Congress proclaimed a national
Thanksgiving upon the enactment of the

designed by freepik e

began to live farther
apart, Thanksgiving became a time for
extended family gatherings. Over time, the
prayer aspect has diminished and what
remains is now largely a secular goodwill
observance which may even include viewing
sporting events.

As we think about our participation in
Thanksgiving Day gatherings, how should we
model the love of Jesus and our faith in the
Lord? For many of us, these occasions are
stressful because of difficult relationships.
Let us endeavor to hear the needs of others
so as to be bridge-makers. May we be
intentional in our words and actions as we
represent Jesus’ lovingkindness and grace.

I pray that we will be a blessing to those we
meet Thanksgiving Day!
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Theology of Thankfulness, continued from page 1

® During one of the most difficult times
in Paul’s ministry, having been offended
and distraught after a horrible experience
visiting the Corinthian church, he found
thankfulness in triumph. It was not a self-
centered triumph, but it was true victory.
2 Corinthians 2:14, “But thanks be to God,
who always leads us in triumphal procession
in Christ, and manifests through us the
aroma of the knowledge of Him in every
place.” Even amid trials, when we point to
Jesus and make His praise glorious, we can
be thankful for the triumph. I have always
believed that when God brings suffering
into my life it is because He knows that I
have the capacity in Christ to bring Him
glory through it.

¢ 1 Peter 1:6-7 teaches us that we can be
thankful amid trials because they prove
our faith legitimate and precious. “In this
you greatly rejoice, even though now for
a little while, if necessary, you have been
grieved by various trials, so that the proof
of your faith, being more precious than
gold which is perishable, even though tested
by fire, may be found to result in praise
and glory and honor at the revelation of
Jesus Christ.”

I would have written my story differently
if I had been the author for the last four-plus
years. 1 prayed for a different story, but God
knows better than 1. His grace is infinitely
sufficient and dispensed with perfect timing.

Boulevard Park Press
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Today, as I write this article, I can say with
joy that I am not the center of my world. The
more I learn to think of myself less, it gives
me the capacity to think of Him more.

[ have not found that the pain of trials
hurts less; instead, I have found that the
provision of His Spirit, who points my heart
toward praise and thankfulness, causes
the magnitude of my suffering to diminish
and my gratitude for Jesus and the hope of
heaven to multiply.

[ have been blessed with spiritual
blessings in the heavenly places in Christ.

I have an eternal inheritance that is reserved,
undefiled, and unfading, and I am part of an
unshakable kingdom.

“Because He has heard the voice of my
supplications. Yahweh is my strength and
my shield; my heart trusts in Him, and I am
helped; therefore my heart exalts, and with my
song I shall thank Him” (Ps. 28:6). This is the
foundation of a theology of thankfulness.
No, it is not found in a psychological trick;
instead, it is a theological grace from the
Father of Lights with whom there is no
variation or shifting shadow.

Thankfulness becomes real when we
are small, and our God is big; when He is
sovereign, and we are content to be the
sheep of His pasture. When we can entrust
ourselves to God, no matter what, we can be
thankful to Him, no matter what!

Happy Thanksgiving,
Pastor Bud

Celebrations!

November Birthdays

12
16
19

20

1
17
23

24
25
26
28
30

John Clifton
Joyce Symons
Ally Henderson
Lois Nordblad
Jocellyn Martinez
Serena Owens
Joshua Henry
John McGill
Candis Bingham
Caleb Wagner
Lauren Recker
Sarah Struble
Jay Moore
Mary Cox

John Welch
Diane Eickert
Jodi Dunning
Doug Wichelt
Wayne Eickert
Sheri Noble
Ellie Roenicke
Linda Huck
Dianne Rose

T) Werle

Dave Will

Joan Dehn Whidden
Tatum Arnesen

Early December BDs

5
7
8
11

12
13

Randy Sneeshy
Juel Nagy
Micah Harder
George Brown
Sharon Nickells
Carmel Walder
Miesha Hartley
Julia Barton
Roma Erdahl

If your birthday is not listed,

and you would like it to be, please

contact the church office.
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Soup’s On!

On Saturday, October 19,
women “connected” putting

together ingredients for their
own Pasta e Fagioli Soup.

Strange Happenings
in the Kitchen?

By Donna Lightfoot

The custodial company employed by the
church does its work according to its own
business rules — not according to the way
we, at BPC, have done things up to now. We
all know garbage goes in garbage containers
and recycling goes in recycling containers.
Anything in these containers will be emptied
by this company on Monday, Thursday, and
Saturday evenings — no problem.

The concern is about items left next to
these containers. We, at BPC, understand
these items are to be taken to their
appropriate dumpsters. and many of us do this,
especially just to be helpful. This company,
on the other hand, does not have this

understanding, so they leave these items alone.
To help them help us, we need to start
thinking differently when being helpful with
trash disposal. Bring any oversized recyclable
item to the main kitchen’s large container if
you cannot fit it into the classroom or other
kitchen container. These items, if too large
for this container, may be placed on the
floor as usual until collection day — and then
placed across the top of the container.
If one needs to tie up a garbage bag,
it is fine to leave it as such in the container.
If another bag is needed, tie it up and place
it atop the first. If, by chance, this just
won’t work, bring excess bags to the main
kitchen where there is an extra, larger
container under the counter into which these
refuse bags can be stacked. Housekeeping
appreciates all those at BPC who help.

Members: Plan to Attend

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 3

The elders have called for a Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 3 at 12 p.m.
for the purpose of voting on the following slate of church officers.

Deacons: Wayne Eickert, Don Bowie, Anthony Moore, Dan Nordblad

Elders: Paul Clements, Jon Recker

Deaconesses: Fay Barton, Daphne George, Lisa Jones, Emelita Moore, Lori Neumann, Sharon Nickells
Trustees: Larry Bretz, Dave Huck, Annette Lowen, Randy Sneeshy, Sarah Struble, Dave Will

Thailand Team and
Christmas Cookie
Ovutreach

By Peggie Recker

As you may have learned from our recent
Missions Fest, several of our young women
will travel to Thailand next summer to assist
our Global Worker, Makin, with a sports
camp for girls. Each member of our BPC
team has participated as a coach or assistant
for the last couple of years at our summer
Sports Camp and is very able to coach the
sports. Most importantly, each one is eager
to share the Good News of the Gospel.

We have an opportunity to support the
Thailand Team in A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS
OUTREACH.

Our BPC family includes several dear
folks who find it increasingly difficult,
if not impossible, to worship in person
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with us. To show that we love and miss
them, on December 15, after church, our
Thailand Team ladies will personally deliver
a generous plate of their home-baked
Christmas cookies to them.

If you’d like to participate in this
outreach, you may sponsor one of these
very special deliveries (suggested cash
donation of $20) by signing up after church
on Sundays, December 1 or 8, or at our all-
church carol-sing on Saturday, December 7.




AN ALL-CHURCH AND ALL-COMMUNITY

CHRISTMAS CAROL- SING

savi THE DATE SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
rrRoM  2:00 PM.-3:30 PM.

ou are invited to welcome the
Christmas season with a very special
afternoon of Christmas carols, cookies,
cocoa and fellowship. Steve Roe will lead
and Jo Ann Peterson will provide piano
accompaniment for our carol-sing in the
sanctuary. Afterward, we’ll move to the
Multipurpose Room for cookies, cocoa,
coffee, and warm conversation.
Several of our youth will provide
background music during the reception.
If you need transportation for this event,

please call the church office: 206-243-2600.

Be sure to invite your friends, neighbors,
co-workers, and family members. This is a
great event for families to attend together.
Kids are most welcome to come to this
event, sing alongside their parents, and
enjoy the cookies and cocoa.

P.S. If you could provide Christmas
cookies and/or help to serve, please let
Peggie Recker know. Contact: peg_recker@
comcast.net or call/text 206-919-2292.
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Reaching Our
World for Christ

Ladies! Come and join us for our next CONNECT event on

Saturday, November 16
srom 1.0:00 am to NOON in room 431!

Feel free to bring a friend!

We'll be making some adorable

Holiday Luminary Jars!

Come spend a relaxing morning Visiting with friends over a
hot drink and a pastry, and we'll make and take home a
festive decoration to celebrate the seasonl No crafting

talent needed! If you can use glue, you're guaranteed
success with darling holiday craft!

Contact Lisa Bowen at 206.354.0339 or by email at
lisabowen @opcburien.org i you have any gquestions.

There is no cost for this event. Donations are always welcome, but never required.




