
 

Statement of Faith 
We the members of Branson Bible Church are in agreement with the following summaries of Biblical 
doctrines that are founda9onal to the gospel and central to our prac9ce. 

❶ The Bible 

The Bible, consis.ng of the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments, is God’s verbally 
inspired and infallible word, inerrant and complete in the original manuscripts. It alone is 
the authorita.ve and sufficient revela.on by which we may know God and be made right 
with Him. (Psalm 19:7–9; Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:16–17; Hebrews 4:12–13 
2 Peter 1:20–21) 

❷ God 
There is but one God, the Creator, Preserver and Sovereign Ruler of all things. He is self-
existent and infinite in being and perfec.on. To him all creatures owe the highest love, 
reverence and obedience. God is eternally existent as Father, Son and Spirit, each with 
dis.nct personal aMributes but without division of nature, essence or being. Father, Son 
and Spirit are co-equal and co-existent. From eternity God decrees or permits all things 
that come to pass and perpetually upholds, directs, and governs all creatures and all 
events. He does so without authoring or approving sin and without removing the will  
and responsibility of intelligent creatures. (Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Chronicles 29:11–13; 
Psalm 18:30–32; MaRhew 28:18–19; Mark 12:29–30; 2 Corinthians 13:13; Ephesians 4:6; 
Colossians 1:19-20; Hebrews 1:1–3) 

❸ The Person and Work of Christ 
The eternal Son of God came into this world to manifest God to mankind, to fulfill 
prophecy, and to save his people from their sins. To this end he was born of the virgin 
Mary and took upon himself a human body and a sinless human nature. The Lord Jesus 
Christ is very God and very man at the same .me: two whole, dis.nct natures joined in 
one person. Christ’s atoning death on the cross is subs.tu.onary (taking sins upon 
himself) and redemp.ve (paying the penalty for them). This redemp.on has been 
accomplished solely by the death of Christ, who was made to be sin and a curse for all 
who turn to him in faith, dying in their place. He arose from the dead in the same body, 
though glorified, in which he had lived and died, and his resurrec.on body is the paMern 
of that body which ul.mately will be given to all believers. He became head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, and he con.nues to intercede and advocate for 
the saved. (Luke 1:30–35, 2:40; John 1:1–3,18, 3:7–18, 20:20; Romans 5:6–9; 
2 Corinthians 5:21; Gala9ans 3:13, 6:15; Ephesians 1:7, 22–23; Philippians 2:5–8, 3:20–21; 
Hebrews 4:15, 7:25; 1 John 2:1) 

❹ The Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment. He brings new life 
to those who are spiritually dead, and in him they are bap.zed into union with Christ and 
adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips and 
empowers believers for Christ-like living and service. (MaRhew 28:19; John 14:16-17,  
16:7–11; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; 2 Corinthians 13:13; Romans 8:9; Ephesians 4:30; 
1 Peter 4:10) 
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❺ Humanity 
Humanity was created in the image and likeness of God, as male and female, and ini.ally 
without sin. All humanity shares the guilt and consequences of Adam’s original sin: 
aliena.on from God, a nature that is totally depraved, and an inability to be reconciled to 
God apart from His interven.on. (Genesis 1:26, 2:17, 6:5; Psalm 14:1–3, 51:5; 
Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10–19; Ephesians 2:1–3; 1 John 3:8) 

❻ Salva=on 
The salva.on that comes through Jesus Christ is en.rely a giY of God’s grace through 
faith and is not by any human works. It is the only means by which sinful men may be 
reconciled to God. Faith that leads to salva.on is from God and involves the following:  
a genuine change of mind and heart, acknowledging the fact that one is a sinner, 
condemned before God; an understanding that Jesus, as our subs.tute, died for our sins 
and rose again; and a trust in Jesus Christ alone to save from the penalty of sin and 
restore us to right rela.onship with God. Salva.on includes regenera.on (giY of spiritual 
life), jus.fica.on (declara.on of judicial righteousness), adop.on into God’s family, and 
glorifica.on (final resurrec.on of believers to perfec.on). Faith in Christ that brings 
salva.on includes repentance from sin and will result in good works that reflect God’s 
character. (John 3:16, 5:24; Acts 17:30, 20:21; Romans 5:12, 10:9–10; 2 Corinthians 5:21, 
13:5; Ephesians 2:8–10; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; 2 Timothy 1:9; Titus 3:5-6) 

❼ Sanc=fica=on and Perseverance 
Sanc.fica.on is the process by which, according to the will of God, we are made 
partakers of his holiness. It is a progressive work, begun in regenera.on, that is carried  
on for the dura.on of life in the hearts of believers by the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit. Toward this end we con.nue in the appointed means, especially the word  
of God, the communion of the saints, the ordinances, self-examina.on, self-denial, 
watchfulness, and prayer. (John 17:17; Romans 6:19–22; I Corinthians 1:30; 
2 Corinthians 3:18, 7:1; Ephesians 4:30; Hebrews 10:10,14, 12:10–11; 1 Peter 2:2) 

The redeemed are kept by God’s power unto glorifica.on, and are thus secure in Christ 
forever and will persevere un.l the end, a perseverance based on the efficacy of Christ’s 
work and their union with him. It is the privilege of believers to walk humbly in this 
assurance, but the tes.mony of God’s word forbids the use of Chris.an liberty as an 
excuse to sin. Although true believers may fall into sin, and for a .me con.nue therein, 
they will not uMerly or finally fall from the state of grace, but will turn again in repentance 
and be preserved through faith in Christ Jesus to the end. (Luke 10:20, 22:32; John 5:24, 
10:28, 13:1, 14:16–17, 17:11; Romans 8:29; 1 Corinthians 6:19; 2 Corinthians 5:1, 6–8; 
2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25, 10:22, 1 John 2:1–2, 5:13; Jude 24) 

❽ The Church 
The Church is the spiritual body and bride of Christ, who is its head and gives it life. It is 
composed of all born again believers of this present age. Local churches are God’s primary 
means for the training, worship, and ministry of believers. Christ rules the local church 
through men appointed as Elders and Deacons, selected according to the standards 
expressed in the New Testament. We prac.ce the ordinance of believer’s bap.sm by 
immersion as a tes.mony of salva.on, and the ordinance of the Lord’s Supper as a 
repeated remembrance of Christ’s death on a cross and the believer’s par.cipa.on in 
receiving the benefits of his sacrifice. (MaRhew 28:18–20; John 17:18-23; Acts 1:8, 2:41, 
6:2–4, 10:47–48, 14:23; 1 Corinthians 10:16, 11:23–32, 12:12–14; Ephesians 1:22–23, 
5:25–27; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 3:1–13; Titus 1:5–9) 
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❾ Marriage, Sexuality, and Gender 

God has ordained marriage as a union between one man and one woman, where sexual 
rela.ons are honored and affirmed by God. Sexual unions outside of marriage are sinful 
perversions of human sexuality. Similarly, the gender in which we are born is by God’s 
glorious design as opposed to merely one’s self-percep.on. It represents God’s inten.on 
for how we can best honor him with our lives. Therefore, any and all aMempts to 
physically change, alter, or disagree with one’s predominant biological sex are sinful acts 
of rebellion towards God. God, however, offers redemp.on and restora.on to all who 
confess and forsake their sin, seeking His mercy and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 
(Genesis 1:26–28, 2:22–25; MaRhew 19:4–6; Romans 1:26–32, 2:23, 7:2,10:9–10; 
1 Corinthians 6:9–11; Ephesians 2:1–10, 5:25–28; 1 Thessalonians 4:3–7; Hebrews 13:4; 
Jude 1:7) 

❿ The Second Coming of Christ 
There will be a personal, bodily and glorious return of our Lord Jesus Christ, at which .me 
believers who have died will be raised and those who are s.ll alive will be transformed, 
both to forever be with the Lord. This coming of Christ, at a .me known only to God, 
demands constant expectancy and, as our blessed hope, mo.vates the believer to be 
diligent in good works to make manifest to all men the reality and power of their hope in 
Christ. (Acts 1:9–11; Romans 8:19–23; 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 4:13–18) 

⓫ The Eternal State 

At death the redeemed pass immediately into the presence of Christ and there remain in 
joyful fellowship un.l their bodily resurrec.on to eternal life. The unsaved at death 
descend immediately into Hades where they are kept under punishment un.l their bodily 
resurrec.on, resul.ng in damna.on. All men will face a final judgment before God which 
will determine forever their ul.mate state. The wicked will be condemned to eternal 
punishment, while the righteous will experience endless joy in the presence of the Lord. 
(John 5:28–29, 11:25–26; 2 Corinthians 5:8; 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9; Revela9on 20:5–6, 
12–13)
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