Dear Bridgeway Family,
In September of 2021, Alicia and | said yes to the adventure of my becoming Bridgeway's next

We eXISt to exa It Ch rISt P 4 | 4 > | ‘ Lead Pastor. In the subsequent weeks, we would inform our children, anoint a successor at my

former church, pack our bags, sell our house, and drive three hours north on [-35. What used to

= . " Thi * L i Ly — ad be an occasional road trip was this time a departure; more than that, it was an arrival.
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- A year ago, you heard me preach for the first time. Making connections with my own story, |
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B Satisfaction in H im ‘ : L | . ; ; P { . | ,, ,Lf/ Pe | preached on Abraham's departure from Ur of the Chaldeans and his arrival in the Promised Land

(Sam was not slow to remind me afterward that | implicitly called Texas “Babylon” and Oklahoma
“the Promised Land"!!). Here were my closing remarks:

In about seven months, it won't just be me, but Bridgeway, embarking on a new adventure with

We Va I ue GOS pel Ce nt ra I ity o ’ | V . ' God. You've been blessed for many years by the ministry of Sam and Ann Storms, and there is

: ' . no one like them. We thank God for the foundation that was laid. When Sam steps away in seven
d W d & S ArE % h 11 R months, it's going to be hard—because adventures always are. But if | didn't believe this
a n 0 r pl rlt- ; = ==V adventure was from God, | wouldn't have uprooted my family from the country and kinfolk, and

crossed the Red River. I've put skin in the game because | believe with all my heart that God is

in this. If I'm right—and if the elders who voted unanimously in this direction are right—then

unknown, | believe there is reserved for Bridgeway a seven-fold blessing.

fa m i Iy Of Com m iSSioned ) %ﬂ ; : 4 ! | 115 - ] Looking back a year later, this is already coming true. It was the blessing of a lifetime to shadow

Sam for those initial months—one that will pay dividends for me and Bridgeway for years to

We a re a dive rse Spiritu al 3/ z ) \ s ‘ | ‘ = there is a blessing attached to this call. Insofar as we journey with God together into lands

come. At the same time, there has been hardship. None of us imagined the sharpness of the

d ISCI pIeS, pa SSIOnate ;: = ! af ‘ : i \ ‘ ) transition, with Sam'’s health issues arising when they did: in Sam's final sermon! Adventures are

always unpredictable.

WO rS h i pe rS, a nd hea rtfe It Iove rS ‘ / } But what a blessing this last year has been. | thank God for His providential care for Sam's health.

| also thank God for what He's doing in our church. The staff, elders, and congregation have not

Of God and one another ( X { » ST ‘ 1 missed a beat in embracing the “unknown lands” of our next adventure. And thanks to your
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prayers, my family has made Oklahoma home. | look forward to growing together—as we
adventure together—in the years to come.
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Tom Ba ” NIGHTS GATHERINGS « 2022 Special Projects (transition year, Sam's retirement, additional building updates) were paid entirely from the General Fund without

incurring any debt. The church is debt free!

« In 2022, 14% of funds received went toward missions.

« In 2023, the funds budgeted for missions are allocated as 59% global, 23% local, 18% outreach/equipping.

« Ministry among Unreached People Groups receives 44% of all funds budgeted to missions.

« Payroll is the largest portion of the budget. Bridgeway pays 45 employees: 10 full-time pastors, 3 part-time pastors, 4 full-time administrative, and
28 part-time staff.
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