Eternal truth for everyday life






Introduction

Our actions always flow from our beliefs. We are, at times,
more aware of this connection and at other times less
aware, but it is always true. What we believe affects the
way we live. We do certain things because we believe
certain things and deep down, we know this, even though
we are not always conscious of it. We save money because
we believe it will give us security; we buy that fancy car
because we believe it will get people to look at us.

We know it, we live it, and yet we forget it; or at least we're
not always conscious of it. We live as though we can sepa-
rate out beliefs from our actions. This, of course, is wildly
apparent in the way we often live when it comes to God. We
“believe” that He is supreme, but we live like we are.

A.W. Tozer, in his book The Knowledge of the Holy, says
that: “What comes into our minds when we think about
God is the most important thing about us.”! In the preface
to the same book, Tozer laments our loss of the concept of
majesty, writing:

The Church has surrendered her once lofty concept of
God and has substituted for it one so low, so ignoble,
as to be utterly unworthy of thinking, worshiping
men.

The low view of God entertained almost universally
among Christians is the cause of a hundred lesser
evils everywhere among us.?

Our view of God is inextricably linked to the way we live,
the way we deal with troubles and the troubles we get into
in the first place. Quite often, we find ourselves in some

1 Tozer, A.W. The Knowledge of the Holy, page 1.
2 Ibid, vii.

sort of trouble because our view of God is simply too low.
When we are not careful, we try to re-make God into our
own image without even thinking about it. It is just natural
for us. We like to think more of ourselves than we ought
and when we do, we think less of God than we should.
Picture a balance-scale. When one side goes up, the other
goes down:

When our view of ourselves increases, our view of God de-
creases. When our view of God decreases, our lives change
(never for the better). We live differently because we be-
lieve differently. Since it is natural to view ourselves more
highly than we ought and God as less than we ought, it is
helpful to continually remind ourselves of some of God’s
characteristics and what they mean for our everyday lives
(Too often we find ourselves believing that belief about God
is great for Sunday morning but doesn’t really mean much
for the rest of life). The following pages have been de-
signed to help us see how our beliefs affect our actions.
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NOTES

God is Great

Discuss: What does it mean to be great? What makes something great?

What is the greatest thing you can think of?

When something is great, it is bigger, better and more valuable than other
things. It is more powerful, more numerous, more remarkable, more ex-

ceptional, more outstanding, more notable, more significant, more conse-
quential, more distinguished, more noble. It is “unusual or considerable

in degree, power, intensity.”? It's first-rate, it is very good, and if it is truly
great, there is nothing else like it.

It's important to remember that we often de-value words. We might finish a
really good meal and say That steak was great! It might have been a good

steak. It might even have been the best steak you've ever had, but a steak

is not great in the same way that God is great.

Have you ever really stopped to think about life? God spoke and the stars

jumped to order. We live “on a near perfect sphere hurtling through space
at around 67,000 miles per hour. Mach 86 to pilots.” This sphere “is also

spinning while it hurtles, so tack on an extra 1,000 miles per hour at the
fat parts. And it's all tucked into this giant hurricane of stars.”?

Francis Chan reminds us: “that a caterpillar has 228 separate and distinct

muscles in its head” and that “the average elm tree has approximately
6 million leaves on it. And your own heart generates enough pressure as

it pumps blood throughout your body that it could squirt blood up to 30
feet.”3 Signposts of God'’s greatness are everywhere. And yet, we continu-

ally live as though we are the center of the universe.

Discuss: Do you think God is great? What makes God great? What does the
Bible say?

1 dictionary.com

2 N.D. Wilson, Notes From The Tilt-A-Whirl: Wide-Eyed Wonder in God’s Spoken
World, 2.
3 Francis Chan: Crazy Love: Overwhelmed By A Relentless God, 27.
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God is Great (cont...)

Psalm 86:8-10 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are
there any works like yours. 9All the nations you have made shall come and
worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name. 10For you are
great and do wondrous things; you alone are God.

Psalm 145:3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness
is unsearchable.

Psalm 115:3 Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.

Job 23:13 But he is unchangeable, and who can turn him back? What he
desires, that he does.

More: Find some more verses that talk about God’s greatness:

God sets up kings and kingdoms and knocks them down. “He determines
the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names” (Psalm
147:4). He has counted every grain of sand on every seashore. He knows
the number of hairs on our heads (Matthew 10:30), He knows when a
sparrow falls from the sky (Matthew 10:29). He spoke and out of nothing
came everything. He declares the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:10),
in fact, He is the beginning and the end (Revelation 21:6). He redeemed
the Israelites from slavery by slaying the firstborn and He has freed us
from slavery to sin by bearing our punishment. He has set the captives free
and brought water from rocks.

No problem is too big for Him and no detail is too small.

He Himself reminds us that with Him all things are possible (Genesis
18:14, Matthew 19:26). Nothing is too hard. No problem we are facing is
beyond His concern, care or ability. He is God and He is great.

God is great so we don’t have to try to be in control.

We want to be in control. Our culture trains us to expect and pursue
control. We are bombarded with choices, from what brand of deodorant to
use to what career we pursue. And, we're told that we are in control of our
lives.
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Discuss: What are some things we try to control? How do you feel when

you cannot control things in your life? Do you think that any stress in your
life right now is a result of you trying to control things? If so, what?

We try to control everything; our spouses, our children, our jobs, our money,

what other people think about us. Pastors sometimes try to control their
churches, people in the church sometimes try to control the Pastor. It is a
never-ending cycle; everyone wants to be in control. Lack of feeling in con-

trol often produces anxiety and even a sense of fear. We fear lacking control
over our circumstances. But God is great. Surely we can trust Him, joining

Jesus as He taught us to pray and as He Himself prayed in the Garden:

Matthew 6:10 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.

Matthew 26:39 “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me;

nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will.”

Jesus understood that, because God is great, His ways are better than
ours. Jesus showed us the way to submit our wills to God’s. Romans 8:28

tells us that God is so great that God is working all things together for the
good of those who love Him and are called by His name. This doesn’t just

mean the things that are pleasant to us, but all things. Much of the time
and energy we spend in life is because we don’t really believe this truth.

When we fear and when we try to control things, we are in essence saying
that God'’s really not that great, we can and should be in control, we can
handle things, we know best and we can do better. But God is not great

in the same way your favorite steak is great. He is above all and, not only

does He have things under control, He’s working them for His glory and
our good.

God is great so we don’t have to try to be in control.

Discuss: |dentify times in your own life in which you have failed to believe
God’s greatness.
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. . NOTES
God is Glorious

Discuss: What is glory? What does it mean to be glorious? How do we

know if something is glorious?

The modern idea of something being glorious is closely related to the idea
of greatness. When we say something is glorious, we mean that we get

delight from it, it is big, we might even just mean that it is really great.
Wonderful. Delightful. Completely enjoyable. Brilliantly beautiful or magnif-

icent; splendid. Defining words isn’t quite as easy as we’d like to think, is
it? Sometimes we use the word sarcastically: “The dance floor on 80’s night

at the club was glorious.” We might just use the word to say that something
is really, really good: That sunset was glorious! But just like God is not great

the way a steak is great, He is not glorious the same way a sunset might be.
Jonathan Dodson, pastor of Austin City Life in Austin, TX defines glorious

as: possessing consummate worth, beauty, virtue and excellence’

In the Hebrew, the idea of glory is actually related to the idea of “heavi-

ness,” to the idea of weight. Not necessarily physical weight, but to the
importance of something in your life, the more influence it has over you,

the more weight it carries in your life. Your boss carries more weight than
your co-worker. Your spouse carries more weight than a friend.

If you want to know how glorious you think something/someone is, just

examine how much you listen to it, how much you trust it, how much you
obey it if appropriate. If you want to know how glorious something is in

your life, ask how much it affects your behavior, how much time to you
spend with it or pursuing about it, or thinking about it. How much money

do you spend on it?. God tells us that there is nothing more glorious than
Himself and that He will not share His glory with anything or anyone else.

Discuss: What is glorious in your life? How do you know?

1 http://twitter.com/Jonathan_Dodson/status/1 1003940629 in response to my
question: “How would you define ‘glorious.’
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God is Glorious (cont...)

Exodus 15:11 “Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you,
majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?

Psalms 24:8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the
LORD, mighty in battle!

More: Find some more verses that talk about God'’s glory:

The Bible not only describes God as being glorious, but jealous for His
glory. God, of course, is not jealous in the same petty way we are jealous,
but God nonetheless describes Himself as jealous for His glory. Consider:

Isaiah 42:8 | am the LORD; that is my name; my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to carved idols.

Discuss: Why do you think God will not share His glory with anyone/any-
thing else? How do we give glory to things other than God?

God is glorious, so we don’t have to fear others

Many of us struggle with what the Bible might call “fear of man” (Proverbs
29:25). We spend tremendous amounts of time and energy worrying about
what other people think about us. Some of us even lose sleep at night
because of what might have just been a meaningless comment from some-
one made in passing: What did she mean by that . . . But if God is truly
glorious in our lives, we don't have to give so much weight to what others
say about us. If we have God’s approval, we don’t need man’s and when
we don’t need man’s approval, we are powerfully freed to love others like
we should instead of seeking to please them. When God is most glorious
in our lives, He carries more “weight” and we care more about what He
thinks than what people think.



Discuss: How can we make sure that God is more glorious to us than
people? Do you struggle with people-pleasing? Who is the one person you
most try to please?

Do you spend a lot of time/energy worrying about what people think? What
might change in your life if God was more glorious? Why isn’'t God more
glorious in our lives?

God is glorious, so we don’t have to fear others

NOTES
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NOTES

God is Good

We often approach goodness as though it's somehow easier to define and

less important than greatness. It's just the mini version of great, right?
It's not great, but it’s good. We often just think that when something is

good, it isn't bad. We like good things. We don’t like bad things. Unless,
of course you count those really sour candies that some people like, they

seem to like bad things.

When something is good, it is pleasing, it satisfies. It is high quality, it
doesn’t disappoint. We are naturally drawn to good things, because they

are good. It's hard to define, but we know it when we see it. We pursue
things that we think are good because we have given them some value in

our hearts. We think that they will bring us some satisfaction, they will ful-
fill something in us, they will bring us pleasure; they are worth pursuing.

Discuss: How do you know if something is good or bad? How would you
define “good”?

The overwhelming portrait of following Jesus in the Bible is not one of

drudgery and duty, but a life fueled by joy. Jesus tells us about a man who
finds a treasure in a field “then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has

and buys that field” (Matthew 13:44). God does not just care about our
actions, but also our heart-motives; our desires. We do things because we

want to but we rarely examine our motives.

For many, following Jesus is like finding yourself driving in front of a police
officer and grumbling about it. That officer doesn’t care if you're happy

about driving the speed limit. He doesn’t care if you're mumbling under
your breath how you hate to drive the speed limit, he only cares if you obey

the road rules. We often treat God like that police officer, begrudgingly
“doing the right things.” But God is not interested in our mere obedience,

as though it merits us anything. Time after time, God shows us Himself as
our motivation.

Psalm 34:8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man
who takes refuge in him!

Psalm 100:5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and

his faithfulness to all generations.
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God is Good (cont...)

Psalm 135:3 Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; sing to his name, for
it is pleasant!

More: Find some more verses that talk about God’s goodness:

Many of us never experience true freedom from sin because we try to
conquer it with simple brute force. We try to change our actions without
ever changing our hearts. We pull the weeds but leave the roots. We have
not truly tasted and seen that God is good so we believe in the goodness
of momentary fleeting pleasures that moth and rust will destroy (Matthew
6:19).

In his book, One Thing: Developing a Passion For the Beauty of God, Sam
Storms meditates on one of the stories from Greek mythology about Jason
and Ulysses: During one adventure, Ulyssess and his men had to pass by
the infamous island of the sirens. Countless unwitting sailors had been
lured to their death by their outward beauty and the irresistible song of the
sirens. They would unwittingly follow the song, crash their ships on the
rocks surrounding the island where the sirens would devour them.

Ulyssess had been repeatedly warned about the song of the sirens so he
had his crew put wax in their ears to block out the seductive song. He
commanded his men neither to look to the left nor to the right, but to row
for their lives. But Ulyssess had other plans for himself. He commanded
that he be strapped to the mast of the ship, leaving his ears unplugged.
He wanted to hear the song and he instructed the men that he was not to
be removed until a safe distance way. Were it not for the ropes that held
him, Ulyssess would have succumbed. Though his body was tied, his soul
said yes to the temptation. The fact that he didn’t give in was only due to
the external shackles. Sadly, this is just the way many of us try to resist
the appeal of sin, with our hearts chasing the passing pleasures of sin
while we shackle ourselves to legalism changing only the outward behavior.

Contrast the approach of Ulysses to Jason, who had also been warned of
the seductive siren song. Jason brought with him a man named Orpheus,
a musician of incomparable talent. When his music filled the air it had
an enchanting effect on everyone who heard it. There was not a lovelier or
more beautiful sound in all the world.
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When the time came, Jason declined the ear plugs, nor did he ask to be

tied. He had no illusion about the strength of his will, instead, he ordered
Orpheus to play his most beautiful and alluring song. The Sirens didn’t

stand a chance! Jason overcame temptation with something better. Storms
concludes:

“For many people, Christianity is a tedious and ultimately unsatisfy-

ing aversion to temptations they would much prefer to indulge. Noth-
ing depresses me more than to think of expending my one life on
earth merely suppressing my deepest desires, always acting contrary

to what my soul continues to crave. But there is little hope of it be-
ing otherwise so long as | seek satisfaction in something other than
God. ™

God is good, so we don’t need to look for satisfaction anywhere else

Psalm 16:11 You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there

is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Whether or not we admit it, no matter how conscious we are of it, our lives
are spent in the pursuit of pleasure. This is not bad in and of itself. The

problem, when we're very honest, is that we look for pleasure in anything
and anyone other than God; we believe that other things are better than

God. We chase money, sex, power, recognition, all sorts of things, because
we believe that they will give us what we're looking for; we believe, at the

root of it, that these things are better than God.

Discuss: Where do we look for pleasure besides God? Have you thought of
sin in terms of believing that God isn’t good enough? Are you overcome

with the goodness of God? What difference might it make in your life to
fight sin with something better?

God is good, so we don’t need to look for satisfaction anywhere else

1 Sam Storms, One Thing: Developing a Passion For the Beauty of God, 124-127.
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. . NOTES
God 1s Gracious

Discuss: What is grace? What does it mean to be gracious? Besides salva-

tion, when have you experienced or shown grace?

We often use words in several different ways. There is not always one spe-
cific definition to fit all circumstances. For example, when someone is very

hospitable, we might say that they are gracious. When they are pleasantly
kind, we might say that they are a gracious person. When someone is mer-

ciful and compassionate, we might describe them as gracious.

Psalm 86:15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.

More: Find some more verses that talk about God’s goodness

God is kind, pleasant, merciful and compassionate. But when we say that
God is gracious, we are saying something slightly different. In this context,

“grace” means getting what we do not deserve.

Discuss: What do we deserve from God? How do you know? What do Be-
lievers receive from God?

Because of our sin (Isaiah 53:6, Romans 3:23, etc.), which is rebellion

against God (Romans 5:10), we deserve death (Romans 6:23) from the
God of Justice (Isaiah 30:18). This is what we deserve form God. Yet,

we have come to expect the opposite. We have convinced ourselves that
people are naturally good and that we deserve God’s favor rather than His

wrath. This is so much the case that we now balk at the idea of God pun-
ishing sin. Yet, we have reversed things. We see them upside-down. Grace
should shock us.

Pretend we took a field-trip to Death Row (yes it's morbid, but bear with

me). But this is not questionable justice like we currently have. Our justice
system is plagued with the possibility of false convictions. But, in our

make-believe field-trip to Death Row, it is perfect justice, there is no ques-
tion that the inmates are guilty.
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God is Gracious (cont...)

As the warden shows us around he pauses in front of each cell and says:
“This is this man’s name, this is what he did and this is when he'll die.”
He does this several times, until, unexpectedly, he stops in front of a cell
and pauses for a long time before finally saying, “Guard, let this man go
free.”

Our reaction would not be: “But wait, that’s not fair that those men are
still on Death Row!” No, our reaction would rightly be: “That’s not fair that
that man gets to go free! He doesn’t deserve to go free, he deserves to be
punished!” Grace should shock us. It is undeserved and that is the point,
that's what makes it grace. It is unmerited.

God is gracious, so we don’t have to prove ourselves

We don’t earn God’s love. We don’t deserve God’s love. But love is exactly
what God pours out upon His people. We spend our lives trying to prove
that we’re worth something, that people should pay attention to us, that
we're special. But once we realize that we can never earn God’s love, we
can'’t try harder, we can’t just be better, we can’t ever really prove our-
selves, but that, through Jesus, we receive it anyways, we step into the
glorious freedom of grace. We don’t have to prove ourselves because we
can find grace through Jesus. Jesus has given us what we don't deserve,
so we don’t have to continually beat ourselves up over what other people
think. We don’t have to prove ourselves to anyone; we can have strength,
security, fulfillment and identity in the unshakable, never-ending grace of
Jesus.

Discuss: Have you tried to prove yourself to other people? How?
What impact has this had on your life? What might change in your life if
you truly felt the grace of God?

God is gracious, so we don’t have to prove ourselves
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