What does the  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Image of God spoken of in Genesis 1 refer to?
I. 
Introduction

A. 
Emphasis on image of God in Genesis1.26-27
1. 
What does it mean and why is it important?

2. 
Important: The Divine Pattern in man.

a. 
God makes man distinct in Creation.
b. 
This divine pattern is the basis of several commands in Scripture.

c. 
This divine pattern is the foundation for salvation.
B. 
Man’s Origins – Different Views

1. 
Evolution — Atheistic and Theistic forms

2. 
Special creation — A direct, deliberate act of God.

II. 
The phrase: “In the image of God” (the imago Dei) — What is “the image of God?” What does it describe?
A. 
What it is not.

1. 
Not corporeality

a. 
Animals have corporeal bodies, but not the imago Dei.

b. 
God is spirit, not corporeal. John 4.24
2. 
Not dominion

a. 
Dominion is given as a separate statement. Genesis 1.26ff
b. 
Dominion is the ramification of the imago Dei.

B. 
What it is.

1. 
The word image = a representative figure

2. 
Image of God = mirror God

a. 
Capacity to reflect and represent God in the Creation.

b. 
Primarily spiritual/non-physical.

c. 
Personal reflection of God’s nature/character/person.

3. 
Identity with God.

a. 
Unique position. Only man is identified is such a way. Genesis 1.26; 2.7
b. 
Both the man and the woman are in the image of God. Genesis 1.27

c. 
Man finds his identity in God, not the animals. “Man is unique, finding his identity upward in God, and not downward in the animals.” Ortlund, p. 96

d. 
* Imagine what this means to God to have us identified with Him!

4. 
Man is God’s representative image on Earth. Therefore, dominion over the Creation. 

C. 
Relevant passages

1. 
Genesis 1.26-27; 5.1-3; 1 Corinthians 11.7; Psalm 8=Hebrews 2.6-8
2. 
Genesis 9.6; James 3.9; Colossians 3.10
III. 
“In the image of God” — What does this mean for us?

A. 
First, man is a spiritual being, in his life and nature.

1. 
This means he is more than physical.

2. 
This means he has capacity for relationship with both God and man.

3. 
John 4.24
B. 
Second, man is a personal being.
1. 
Individuality and personality

2. 
Intelligence, capacity for communication, reason, choice.

3. 
Capacity for creativity.

4. 
Self-awareness and self-determination.

C. 
Finally, man is a moral being.

1. 
He has conscience. A consciousness/awareness of God.

a. 
Romans 1.18-21ff
b. 
A built-in sense of right and wrong.

c. 
A built-in sense of accountability to God.

2. 
He has capacity of choice.

a. 
Right vs. Wrong

b. 
Freedom to choose (but only according to his nature).

3. 
He is responsible for his choices and actions.

D. 
The imago Dei (image of God) is that in man which mirrors God in His character and attributes.

1. 
Attributes of individual personhood.

2. 
* All that distinguishes man from the rest of Creation.

3. 
* Identity

IV. 
“the image of God” — Do we still bear it?

A. 
Original creation of Genesis 1

1. 
Was perfect and good.

2. 
Man’s endowments

a. 
Ability to communicate, reason, and have relationship. Genesis 2.16, 20, 23, 24

b. 
An awareness and consciousness of God. n.b. Romans 1.19
3. 
Man’s purpose as created.
a. 
God’s image-bearer on Earth. God’s representative.





      * Reflect God. Relate to God. Enjoy God.

b. 
Distinct from the animals. Dominion. Genesis 1.26-30
B. 
Creation after Genesis 3

1. 
No longer perfect and good.

2. 
Man’s endowments — The same, but now hampered.

3. 
Man’s purpose — The same. But now incomplete and hampered.

4. 
Man’s moral character - Romans 1.21, 23; Ephesians 2.3
a. 
100% rebellion against God

b. 
Freedom of will, but only to choose evil.

(1) 
Corrupt, fallen, rebellious. 

(2) 
Man’s will now evil; therefore chooses only evil.

c. 
Morally destroyed –> Spiritually dead

d. 
Still conscious of God. Still accountable. But now, inability to respond or act appropriately. Romans 1-3  
5. 
But note, man is still seen to be “in the image of God.” Genesis 9.6; James 3.9
a. 
So, the imago Dei not totally destroyed.

b. 
But, salvation needed. 2 Corinthians 4.4
C. 
Salvation’s goal is to restore the imago Dei!
1. 
Remember, the purpose of the imago Dei is relationship with God and worship of God.

2. 
Jesus Christ is the “express image of God” and the “second Adam” Colossians 1.15; 1 Corinthians 15.45; Hebrews 1.1-3
3. 
Salvation in Christ is the restoration of the imago Dei in man. 1 Corinthians 15.49; 2 Corinthians 3.18
a. 
“in Christ” — 2 Corinthians 4.4; Ephesians 4.24; Colossians 3.10
b. 
Jesus Christ is the Divine pattern of redeemed humanity. Romans 8.29
(1) 
“Like Christ” = mirror image. “New man” in salvation.

(2) 
Worship, relationship, service, obedience — All “imaging God”

c. 
So that we can fulfill our created purpose.

4. 
“Paradise lost . . . and restored”

V. 
Some applications

A. 
If Genesis 1.26-27 is not literal, we have no need of salvation or Christ.

B. 
The imago Dei is the basis of:

1. 
God’s special relationship to us, and therefore of His redeeming us.

2. 
Our protection by God. Genesis 9.2, 6
3. 
Our responsibility to treat one another with honor, love, and dignity. James 3.9
4. 
Our relationship with God in Christ. Therefore, we ought to serve Him, not sin.

5. 
Our moral accountability.

C. 
Evolution is idolatry. Makes us in the image of no God.

