Solomon’s Handbook for Parenting
An Overview of Proverbs 1-9

1. Treasure the rich blessing of your parent’s counsel: 
1:8	2:1-2		3:1; 11-12; 21 	4:1-4; 10; 20-21	
5:1; 7; 20		6:1; 3; 20		7:1-4		8:32

Contrast the voice/influence of so-called friends & peers

2. Perceive the real truth about power and wealth: 1:10-33 

· What the world enticingly offers 1:10-14

· What the world truly delivers 1:15-19

· Lady Wisdom’s call to the Worldly 1:20-33 

· The sad “back-story” (1:20-25)

· The terrifying future-story (1:26-31)

· The Profound summary (1:32-33)

3. Work to acquire God-fearing wisdom Prov. 2 & 4

· Effort expended 2:1-4 (4:1-9; 14-17; 20-27)

· Effort rewarded 2:5-19 (4:10-13; 18-19)
Fear of the Lord: knowledge, wisdom, understanding discretion 2:5-6

Protection: guardianship, preservation, watch care, deliverance 2:7-11
From the evil man 2:12-15
From the evil woman 2:16-19

· Profound Summary 2:20-22 (4:18-19)

4. Place your full trust in God not yourself: Prov. 3
· Trust God’s direction 3:1-10

· Trust God’s discipline 3:11-12

· Rewards of that trust 3:13-26
Long life, peace, happiness, wisdom, knowledge, security, fearlessness, confidence
· The Implications of that trust 3:27-35 
Do not withhold good
Do not plan evil
Do not contend
Fear God
5. Perceive the real truth about moral impurity: Prov. 5-7
· Don’t glamorize the true character of an adulterer 
5:1-6 (6:20-26; 7:1-21; 9:13-18)

· Don’t minimize the painful consequences of adultery
5:7-14 (6:27-35; 7:22-27)

· Don’t compromise the real thrill of purity 5:15-23


God’s Plan for Maintaining Purity
	Constantly Treasure God’s Truth

	2:1-12a


	5:1-2; 7
	6:20-24
	7:1-5; 24
	

	 Utterly Avoid Tempting People & Places

	
	5:8

	6:25
	7:6-9; 25
	

	Wisely Discern the Truth about the Seductress

	2:16-17
	5:3-6
	24
	7:10-21;
26-27
	9:13-17

	Seriously Consider the Devastation Caused by Sin

	2:18-19
	5:9-14  
5:21-23

	6:27-35
	7:22-27
	9:18

	Completely Trust God’s Plan for Holy Pleasure

	
	5:15-20

	
	
	





6. Avoid Procrastination in Urgent Matters: Prov. 6:1-11
Be Urgent in Correcting Financial Foolishness 6:1-5
Be Prudent in Financial Planning 6:6-11
Avoid the habits & character of the sluggard’s presumptuous life 
· He delays beginning a job because he is self-indulgent. 
“I’m too tired, I’ll do it later” Proverbs 6:6-10; 26:14
· He delays beginning a job because he is dishonest.
“I can’t because…” Prov. 22:13, 26:13 
· He delays completing a job because he is lazy. Prov. 19:24, 26:15
· He defends his inaction because he is proud. Prov. 26:16

Avoid the consequences of the sluggard’s presumptuous life
· He suffers unemployment - Prov. 10:26; 12:24 
· He suffers hunger - Prov. 19:15; 20:4 
· He suffers unfulfilled cravings - Prov. 13:4; 21:25-26
· He suffers unnecessary hindrances - Prov. 15:19; 18:9
· He suffers sudden, unexpected poverty 
Prov. 20:13; 24:30-34 (cf 2 Thes. 3:6-13)

Don’t be Casual About What Hates: 6:12-19

7. Pursue the humility of a teachable heart: Prov. 8 & 9
Respond to the invitation to humbly learn wisdom 8:1-11; 9:1-6
Enjoy the rewards of humbly learning wisdom 8:12-21; 32-36
Recognize the eternal nature of God’s Wisdom 8:22-31 
Heed the warnings of refusing to be a humble learner 9:7-12
1

