
Reading 1 – 4.5 min.  – Ransom Maggard 

Isaiah 53:1-6 – 700 years before the cross 

Who has believed our message? 

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, 

And like a root out of parched ground; 

He has no stately form or majesty 

That we should look upon Him, 

Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him. 

He was despised and forsaken of men, 

A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

And like one from whom men hide their face 

He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 

Surely our griefs He Himself bore, 

And our sorrows He carried; 

Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, 

Smitten of God, and afflicted. 

But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 

He was crushed for our iniquities; 

The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, 

And by His scourging we are healed. 

All of us like sheep have gone astray, 

Each of us has turned to his own way; 



But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all 

To fall on Him. 

 

John 2:18-21 – 3 years before the cross 

 The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing 

these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 

raise it up.”  The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and 

will You raise it up in three days?” But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 

 

Matthew 16:21-23 – 1.5 years before the cross 

From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, 

and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 

and be raised up on the third day.  Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, 

saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never happen to You.” But He turned and 

said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you 

are not setting your mind on God’s interests, but man’s.” 

 

Mark 9:30-31 – 1 and a half years before the cross 

From there they went out and began to go through Galilee, and He did not want 

anyone to know about it. For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, “The 

Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and 

when He has been killed, He will rise three days later.” 



 

Mark 10:32-34 – a few weeks before the cross 

They were on the road going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking on ahead of 

them; and they were amazed, and those who followed were fearful. And again He 

took the twelve aside and began to tell them what was going to happen to 

Him, saying, “Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will 

be delivered to the chief priests and the scribes; and they will condemn Him to 

death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles. They will mock Him and spit on 

Him, and scourge Him and kill Him, and three days later He will rise again.” 

 

John 12:27-34 – one week before the cross 

“Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me 

from this hour’? But for this purpose I came to this hour. Father, glorify Your 

name.” Then a voice came out of heaven: “I have both glorified it, and will glorify 

it again.”  So the crowd of people who stood by and heard it were saying that it 

had thundered; others were saying, “An angel has spoken to Him.” Jesus 

answered and said, “This voice has not come for My sake, but for your sakes. Now 

judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. And I, if 

I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” But He was saying 

this to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die.  The crowd then 

answered Him, “We have heard out of the Law that the Christ is to remain 

forever; and how can You say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’? Who is this Son 

of Man?” 



 

Matthew 26:1-2 – two days before the cross 

When Jesus had finished all these words, He said to His disciples, “You know that 

after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to be handed over 

for crucifixion.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading 2 5 min.  – Larry Thrasher 

Psalm 41:7-12 – 1000 years before the Cross 

All who hate me whisper together against me; 

Against me they devise my hurt, saying, 

“A wicked thing is poured out upon him, 

That when he lies down, he will not rise up again.” 

Even my close friend in whom I trusted, 

Who ate my bread, 

Has lifted up his heel against me. 

But You, O LORD, be gracious to me and raise me up, 

That I may repay them. 

 By this I know that You are pleased with me, 

Because my enemy does not shout in triumph over me. 

 As for me, You uphold me in my integrity, 

And You set me in Your presence forever. 

 

John 6:70 – 1.5 years before the Cross 

Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of 

you is a devil?” 

 

 

 

 



John 13:1-4, 18b-19, Matthew 26:20-25 – the night before the cross 

Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that 

He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were 

in the world, He loved them to the end. During supper, the devil having already 

put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray 

Him,  Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and 

that He had come forth from God and was going back to God,  *got up from 

supper, and *laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself. 

“…. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘HE 

WHO EATS MY BREAD HAS LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.’  From now on I am telling you 

before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I 

am He.” 

 Now when evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the twelve 

disciples.  As they were eating, He said, “Truly I say to you that one of you will 

betray Me.”  Being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him, “Surely not 

I, Lord?” And He answered, “He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is the 

one who will betray Me. The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but 

woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been 

good for that man if he had not been born.”  And Judas, who was betraying Him, 

said, “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” Jesus *said to him, “You have said it yourself.”  

 

 

 



Zechariah 13:6-7 – 500 years before the cross 

And one will say to him, ‘What are these wounds between your arms?’ Then he 

will say, ‘Those with which I was wounded in the house of my friends.’ 

 “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, 

And against the man, My Associate,” 

Declares the LORD of hosts. 

“Strike the Shepherd that the sheep may be scattered; 

And I will turn My hand against the little ones. 

 

Matthew 26:30-34, 36-56 – the night before the cross 

 After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus *said to 

them, “You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written, ‘I WILL STRIKE 

DOWN THE SHEPHERD, AND THE SHEEP OF THE FLOCK SHALL BE SCATTERED.’ But after I have 

been raised, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” But Peter said to Him, 

“Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.” Jesus said 

to him, “Truly I say to you that this very night, before a rooster crows, you will 

deny Me three times.” 

 

 Then Jesus *came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and *said to His 

disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.”  And He took with Him Peter 

and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. Then He 

*said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here 

and keep watch with Me.” 



 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My 

Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You 

will.” And He *came to the disciples and *found them sleeping, and *said to 

Peter, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour?  Keep watching 

and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the 

flesh is weak.” 

 He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot 

pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.” Again He came and found them 

sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.  And He left them again, and went away and 

prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more. Then He *came to the 

disciples and *said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour 

is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners.  Get up, 

let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!” 

 While He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came 

up accompanied by a large crowd with swords and clubs, who came from the 

chief priests and elders of the people.  Now he who was betraying Him gave them 

a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the one; seize Him.”  Immediately Judas 

went to Jesus and said, “Hail, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. And Jesus said to 

him, “Friend, do what you have come for.” Then they came and laid hands on 

Jesus and seized Him. 

And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew out his sword, 

and struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his ear. Then Jesus *said to 

him, “Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall 

perish by the sword.  Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He 



will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? How then 

will the Scriptures be fulfilled, which say that it must happen this way?” 

At that time Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come out with swords and clubs 

to arrest Me as you would against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple 

teaching and you did not seize Me. But all this has taken place to fulfill the 

Scriptures of the prophets.” Then all the disciples left Him and fled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading 3 4 min. – John Nelson  

Psalm 110:1-5 – 1000 years before the Cross 

The Lord says to my Lord: 

“Sit at My right hand 

Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” 

The Lord will stretch forth Your strong scepter from Zion, saying, 

“Rule in the midst of Your enemies.” 

 Your people will volunteer freely in the day of Your power; 

In holy array, from the womb of the dawn, 

Your youth are to You as the dew. 

 

 The Lord has sworn and will not change His mind, 

“You are a priest forever 

According to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 The Lord is at Your right hand; 

He will shatter kings in the day of His wrath. 

 

 

 



Matthew 27:57-75 – the night before the cross 

Those who had seized Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the 

scribes and the elders were gathered together. But Peter was following Him at a 

distance as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and entered in, and sat down 

with the officers to see the outcome. 

 

Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false testimony 

against Jesus, so that they might put Him to death. They did not find any, even 

though many false witnesses came forward. But later on two came forward, and 

said, “This man stated, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God and to rebuild it in 

three days.’” The high priest stood up and said to Him, “Do You not answer? What 

is it that these men are testifying against You?” But Jesus kept silent. And the high 

priest said to Him, “I adjure You by the living God, that You tell us whether You 

are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus *said to him, “You have said it yourself; 

nevertheless I tell you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right 

hand of Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

 

Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has blasphemed! What further 

need do we have of witnesses? Behold, you have now heard the blasphemy; what 

do you think?” They answered, “He deserves death!” 

Then they spat in His face and beat Him with their fists; and others slapped Him,  

and said, “Prophesy to us, You Christ; who is the one who hit You?” 



 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came to him 

and said, “You too were with Jesus the Galilean.”  But he denied it before them 

all, saying, “I do not know what you are talking about.” When he had gone out to 

the gateway, another servant-girl saw him and *said to those who were there, 

“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”  And again he denied it with an oath, “I do 

not know the man.” A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 

“Surely you too are one of them; for even the way you talk gives you away.”  Then 

he began to curse and swear, “I do not know the man!” And immediately a 

rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the word which Jesus had said, “Before a 

rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

Zechariah 11:12-13 – 500 years before the cross 

I said to them, “If it is good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, never 

mind!” So they weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wages. Then the Lord 

said to me, “Throw it to the potter, that magnificent price at which I was valued 

by them.” So I took the thirty shekels of silver and threw them to the potter in the 

house of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew 27:1-10 – hours before the cross 

Now when morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 

conferred together against Jesus to put Him to death;  and they bound Him, and 

led Him away and delivered Him to Pilate the governor. 

 

Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he 

felt remorse and returned the thirty [a]pieces of silver to the chief priests and 

elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What 

is that to us? See to that yourself!” And he threw the pieces of silver into the 

temple sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. The chief 

priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the 

temple treasury, since it is the price of blood.”  And they conferred together and 

[b]with the money bought the Potter’s Field as a burial place for strangers. For 

this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.  Then that 

which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “And they took the 

thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one whose price had been set by the sons 

of Israel; and they gave them for the Potter’s Field, as the Lord directed me.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew 27:11-14, 24-26  

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor questioned Him, saying, 

“Are You the King of the Jews?” And Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” And while 

He was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He did not answer.  Then 

Pilate *said to Him, “Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?” 

And He did not answer him with regard to even a single charge, so the governor 

was quite amazed. 

When Pilate saw that he was accomplishing nothing, but rather that a riot was 

starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd, saying, “I am 

innocent of this Man’s blood; see to that yourselves.” And all the people said, “His 

blood shall be on us and on our children!” Then he released Barabbas for them; 

but after having Jesus scourged, he handed Him over to be crucified. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reading 4 6 min. – Phillip Smith  

Psalm 22:1-18 – 1000 years before the cross 

My God, my God, why have You forsaken me? 

Far from my deliverance are the words of my groaning. 

O my God, I cry by day, but You do not answer; 

And by night, but I have no rest. 

Yet You are holy, 

O You who are enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

In You our fathers trusted; 

They trusted and You delivered them. 

To You they cried out and were delivered; 

In You they trusted and were not disappointed. 

 

But I am a worm and not a man, 

A reproach of men and despised by the people. 

All who see me sneer at me; 

They separate with the lip, they wag the head, saying, 

“Commit yourself to the Lord; let Him deliver him; 

Let Him rescue him, because He delights in him.” 



 

Yet You are He who brought me forth from the womb; 

You made me trust when upon my mother’s breasts. 

Upon You I was cast from birth; 

You have been my God from my mother’s womb. 

 

Be not far from me, for trouble is near; 

For there is none to help. 

Many bulls have surrounded me; 

Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled me. 

They open wide their mouth at me, 

As a ravening and a roaring lion. 

I am poured out like water, 

And all my bones are out of joint; 

My heart is like wax; 

It is melted within me. 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd, 

And my tongue cleaves to my jaws; 

And You lay me in the dust of death. 



For dogs have surrounded me; 

A band of evildoers has encompassed me; 

They pierced my hands and my feet. 

I can count all my bones. 

They look, they stare at me; 

They divide my garments among them, 

And for my clothing they cast lots. 

 

Psalm 69:21 – 1000 years before the cross 

They also gave me gall for my food 

And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink. 

 

Psalm 31:5 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 

Into Your hand I commit my spirit; 

You have ransomed me, O Lord, God of truth. 

 

 

 

 



Isaiah 53:7-8, 10-12 – 700 years before the cross 

He was oppressed and He was afflicted, 

Yet He did not open His mouth; 

Like a lamb that is led to slaughter, 

And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, 

So He did not open His mouth. 

By oppression and judgment He was taken away; 

And as for His generation, who considered 

That He was cut off out of the land of the living 

For the transgression of my people, to whom the stroke was due? 

But the Lord was pleased 

To crush Him, putting Him to grief; 

If He would render Himself as a guilt offering, 

He will see His offspring, 

He will prolong His days, 

And the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand. 

As a result of the anguish of His soul, 

He will see it and be satisfied; 

By His knowledge the Righteous One, 



My Servant, will justify the many, 

As He will bear their iniquities. 

Therefore, I will allot Him a portion with the great, 

And He will divide the booty with the strong; 

Because He poured out Himself to death, 

And was numbered with the transgressors; 

Yet He Himself bore the sin of many, 

And interceded for the transgressors. 

 

Luke 22:37 – the night before the cross 

For I tell you that this which is written must be fulfilled in Me, ‘And He was 

numbered with transgressors’; for that which refers to Me has its fulfillment.” 

 

Matthew 27:27-31 

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered 

the whole Roman [b]cohort around Him. They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe 

on Him. And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, 

and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, 

saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”  They spat on Him, and took the reed and began 

to beat Him on the head.  After they had mocked Him, they took the scarlet robe 

off Him and put His own garments back on Him, and led Him away to crucify Him. 



Luke 23:33-37  

When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the 

criminals, one on the right and the other on the left. But Jesus was saying, 

“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast 

lots, dividing up His garments among themselves.  And the people stood by, 

looking on. And even the rulers were sneering at Him, saying, “He saved others; 

let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of God, His Chosen One.” The soldiers also 

mocked Him, coming up to Him, offering Him sour wine,  and saying, “If You are 

the King of the Jews, save Yourself!” 

 

John 19:23-24 

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer garments and 

made four parts, a part to every soldier and also the tunic; now the tunic was 

seamless, woven [m]in one piece. So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, 

but cast lots for it, to decide whose it shall be”; this was to fulfill the Scripture: 

“They divided My outer garments among them, and for My clothing they cast 

lots.” Therefore the soldiers did these things. 

 

Matthew 27:45-46  

Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land until the ninth hour. 

About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama 

sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 

 



John 19:28-30  

 After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to fulfill 

the Scripture, *said, “I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so 

they put a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up 

to His mouth. Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is 

finished!” And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 

 

Luke 23:46  

And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into Your hands I commit 

My spirit.” Having said this, He breathed His last. 

 

Psalms 34:19-20 ---- 1000 years before the cross 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them 

all. 

He keeps all his bones, Not one of them is broken.  

 

Isaiah 53:9 --- 700 years before the cross 

His grave was assigned with wicked men, 

Yet He was with a rich man in His death, 

Because He had done no violence, 

Nor was there any deceit in His mouth. 



 

Zechariah 12:10 --- 500 years before the cross 

“I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 

Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have 

pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will 

weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn. 

 

 

 

John 19:31-42 

Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies would 

not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked 

Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.  So the 

soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was 

crucified with Him;  but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already 

dead, they did not break His legs.  But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a 

spear, and immediately blood and water came out.  And he who has seen has 

testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is telling the truth, so 

that you also may believe.  For these things came to pass to fulfill the Scripture, 

“Not a bone of Him shall be broken.” And again another Scripture says, “They 

shall look on Him whom they pierced.” 

 



After these things Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but a secret one 

for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus; and 

Pilate granted permission. So he came and took away His body. Nicodemus, who 

had first come to Him by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 

about a hundred pounds weight. So they took the body of Jesus and bound it in 

linen wrappings with the spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. Now in the 

place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb 

in which no one had yet been laid. Therefore because of the Jewish day of 

preparation, since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 

 

  

 

 


