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Introduce yourself! What’s your favorite hobby, and if you won 100 million dollars, how would you spend it?

Defining Meaning:
· Purpose looks backward—why something exists.
· Significance looks forward—why it matters.
Why do people who reach the “top” in finances, status, or success often still experience a lack of meaning? What themes emerge in the quotes below? Tom Brady, 60 minutes
Why do I have three Super Bowl rings and still think there’s something greater out there for me?... There’s got to be more than this.
Jim Carry, Ottawa Citizen Interview 
I think everybody should get rich and famous and do everything they ever dreamed of so they can see that it's not the answer.
Madonna, Vanity Fair
My drive in life is from this horrible fear of being mediocre. And that's always pushing me, pushing me. Because even though I've become Somebody, I still have to prove that I'm Somebody.


Two views of meaning: 
· Historical View: Across cultures, people have found meaning in the divine.
· Modern View: There is no objective meaning; we create our own meaning.
If we once saw meaning as coming from the divine and now see it as coming from within, what have we gained, and what might we have lost? Use the quotes below as a springboard for conversation..  Joseph Campbell, Philosopher 
Life has no meaning. Each of us has meaning and we bring it to life. It is a waste to be asking the question when you are the answer.
C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.


Modern view and the Christian view of meaning:
· Modern View: We are encouraged to set aside questions about ultimate meaning and instead focus on creating our own meaning through achievement, success, relationships, family, etc.
· Christian View: We are created in the image of God and given inherent value, dignity, and worth. Ultimate meaning is rooted in God, providing a foundation for understanding achievement, success, relationships, and family.
Use the quotes below as a springboard for conversation and discuss where our longing for meaning comes from.
Tom Nagel, Philosopher

Even if life as a whole is meaningless, perhaps that's nothing to worry about… The trick is to keep your eyes on what's in front of you… If you ever ask yourself the question, “But what's the point of being alive at all?” … There's no point. It wouldn't matter if I didn't exist at all.
C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

If the whole universe has no meaning, we should never have found out that it has no meaning: just as, if there were no light in the universe and therefore no creatures with eyes, we should never know it was dark. Dark would be without meaning.

Suffering: Life’s True Test of Meaning
Tim Keller, Suffering Lecture 
Suffering will make you better or worse, more tender or harder, wiser or more foolish, weaker or stronger… what it does to you will depend on how you respond to it, and how you respond to it will depend on the thickness and rootedness of your meaning in life.

How can longing for meaning shape the way we experience suffering?



Christianity teaches that suffering is related to the Fall (sin), but God has not left us in our suffering, suffering is not the end, and our response matters.
· Contrary to Stoicism: Suffering is not morally neutral (Marcus Aurelius).
· Contrary to Buddhism: Eliminating craving does not end suffering (3rd Noble truth).
· Contrary to Karma: Suffering is often unfair.
· Contrary to Secularism: Suffering is meaningful.

How does this view compare to other perspectives you’ve encountered? 


Christianity Offers Unique Resources for Facing Suffering

Christianity presents three things that no other worldview uniquely offers:Eph. 2:8-9

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Jesus

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.



1. A weeping Savior: Jesus wept at the tomb of His friend Lazarus. 
2. A Savior that is angered by suffering: Jesus was angered at death and suffering because He knew the world was not meant to be this way. Christianity allows righteous anger at injustice.
3. A risen Savior: Jesus didn’t only bring comfort; He brought forgiveness for sin and resurrection. Christianity offers more than a spiritual afterlife; it offers new life and the renewal of the whole world.


Does the idea of a weeping, angered by suffering, and risen savior change your view of Jesus? 
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