[image: ]
Where did you get the idea of right and wrong, and what is the basis for your judgment? C.S. Lewis – Mere Christianity
My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust. But how had I got this idea of just and unjust? A man does not call a line crooked unless he has some idea of a straight line.


Ancient Cultures

Ancient Cultures: Defining Morality
1. Moral Conviction – “I feel X is right/wrong.”
2. Moral Obligation – “Everyone ought to do or avoid X, whether they feel like it or not.”
3. Moral Motivation – “Why should I obey?”

Ancient Cultures: Grounding Morality
· Christianity/Judaism/Islam: God provides guidance. 
· Hinduism/Buddhism: Moral order in scriptures and karma.
· Greek philosophy: The logos (rational cosmic order).
· Confucianism: Living in harmony with “Heaven” (a transcendent moral order).

If historically morality was anchored in the divine, what have we gained or lost by anchoring it in ourselves?
Modern Culture

Modern Culture: Defining & Grounding Morality:
· “Considering that atheism cannot possibly have any sense of 'absolute morality'… They are things that have developed over historical time; through a consensus of reasoning, sober discussion, argument, legal theory, political and moral philosophy. These do not come from religion.” – Richard Dawkins, Q&A 

According to Dawkins, morality comes from ‘reasoning, sober discussion, argument, legal theory, and political/moral philosophy.’ From that perspective, how can someone condemn past atrocities that were widely accepted in their own cultures, such as slavery, the Holocaust, or child sacrifice?

The Crisis of Secular Morality

	Evolutionary Morality
	Pragmatism

	Social Consensus

	Common Sense

	Power

	Explains feelings but does not show why we are morally obligated to obey them.
	Turns morality into self‑interest, not real right and wrong.
	Societies have agreed on horrific things; if consensus changes, morality is unstable.
	Common sense isn’t common; people disagree, so it cannot serve as a universal moral foundation.
	Leads to cultural fragmentation and makes it impossible to resolve deep moral disagreements.



What risks arise if morality is reduced to power dynamics and struggles?



A Third Way: Christianity’s Unique Approach

Christianity agrees with other religions:Augustine, Confessions 
You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.
John 1.1, 1:14
In the beginning was the Word (Jesus), and the Word was … And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us with God, and the Word was God

· Morality is grounded in a transcendent moral order.

But it is unique in saying:
· Moral order is not a generalization; it is a person, Jesus Christ.
· Moral obligation is relational, not merely rule-based.
· Salvation is by grace, not moral performance. 

Self-righteousness usually parallels religion, but Jesus condemns it. How does this align with your perspective of Christianity?

Christianity is also unique in saying:
· People are created in the image of God: dignity, value, worth, relational, etc, (Gen. 1:26)
· Explains why morality exists & why we feel obligated (Rom. 2:14–15)
· God put eternity in our hearts, as reflected in our search for meaning, satisfaction etc. (Ecc. 3:11) 
· God put people in a time and place to know him (Acts 17:26–27)
· Creation and morality both point to God (Rom. 1:20)
How would this change the way you view yourself and other people, and which of these claims do you find hardest to accept, and why?

Why Christianity Makes Better Sense
1. Answers why humans universally believe in moral obligation.
2. Secularism cannot explain morality without contradiction.
3. Christianity provides a grounding for right and wrong.
· A personal source of moral truth (Jesus).
· Grace that fights moral pride and cultivates humility, gratefulness, and love.

If you are not a believer, what remaining obstacles keep you from placing your faith in Christ’s death for the forgiveness of sins? If you are a believer, how does this encourage you? 1 Corinthians 15:3-4
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures.
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