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August 9: Psalm 100 

The Lord Reigns: “Feared Yet Near” 
Psalm 99 

The God Who Is Feared in Holiness (vv. 1-5) 

• Psalm 99 is the fourth Psalm in Psalms 93-100 where we read, “The Lord reigns.” 

o The appropriate responses to the reign of the Lord are varied. 

• The reign of God in Psalm 93 speaks a word of comfort. 

• The reign of God in Psalm 96 calls for proclamation. 

• The reign of God in Psalm 97 elicits praise. 

o The appropriate response in Psalm 99 is fear and trembling. (v. 1) 

• The God who reigns is holy, holy, holy. (vv. 3, 5, 9) 

And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full 
of his glory!” (Isaiah 6:3)  

o We should understand and feel the absolute, infinite gulf that exists between God and us. 

o God is not like us. 

• In his being, God is separate and distinct. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and 
the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. (Psalm 90:2)  

• God is unique in His power and capacity. 

• God is morally perfect in His character and ways. 

•  God’s moral perfection is illustrated through the Temple imagery of cherubim and footstool. 

You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold. Two cubits and a half shall be its length, and a cubit 
and a half its breadth. 18 And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you 
make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat. 19 Make one cherub on the one end, and one 
cherub on the other end. Of one piece with the mercy seat shall you make the cherubim on its 
two ends. 20 The cherubim shall spread out their wings above, overshadowing the mercy seat 
with their wings, their faces one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the 
cherubim be. (Exodus 25:17–20) 

• The holiness of God should cause fear and trembling among sinful creatures. 

o How does God’s holiness strike you? 

o Are you wise? 
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The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 
insight. (Proverbs 9:10)  

o Are you appropriately fearful of God? 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 10:31)  

o Are we as a church rightly responding to God’s holiness? 

• Do we fear the Lord who is holy? 

• Do we speak of the Lord who is holy? 

• Do we love the Lord in His holiness? 

The God Who Is Near in Mercy (vv. 6-9) 

• Why the mention of Moses, Aaron, and Samuel? 

o Each of these men were mediators between God and Israel. 

o They were appointed and anointed by God to approach a holy God on behalf of sinful men. 

• Ultimately, these men point to Christ, our mediator and great High Priest. 

Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other. (Psalm 85:10)  

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 
who gave himself as a ransom for all. (1 Timothy 2:5–6)  

• Never minimize God’s holiness or your sin. 

o If our sin is not great, then neither is Christ’s work on our behalf. 

o Acknowledge the greatness of you sin, and celebrate the greatness of your Savior! 

For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom 
and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers 
beg that no further messages be spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the order 
that was given, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” 21 Indeed, so 
terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” 22 But you have come to 
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 
angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in 
heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 
and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel. (Hebrews 12:18–24)  

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of 
Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, 
through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:19–22)  


