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Are you like me? Need some cleanliness and order in your dirty and chaotic
space? And not just in our garages or living rooms or kitchens, but in our
hearts and minds. How often do we need Someone to come in with their
spiritual sweat and muscle to bring some cleanliness and order to our dirty
and chaotic spaces!

Thank you, Jesus! He has such a beautiful way of cleaning any part of our lives
no matter how dirty and messy it may be. He sweeps away the dust and
grime and grit with His holy absolution. He washes clean the spiritual crud  
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CLEANING UP THE MESS AND CHAOS
by Pastor Ted Laesch

It was time. Shovels and rakes piled up in the corner, never put away neatly after
the last lawn project; the curled-up hose needing to get installed outside to water
the plants during the dry time this summer; empty cardboard boxes stacked
perilously high (you never know when you might need a box!); and the floor littered
with all kinds of debris: leaves from last fall, bird feathers (where did those come
from??), dead spiders, and those pollen-filled wormlike danglers that fall from the
oak trees (I’ve since learned that these are technically called catkins). Not a floor for
bare feet! The garage was a mess. It needed several hours and a little bit of sweat
and muscle to bring some cleanliness and order to that dirty and chaotic space. 
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with the life-giving waters of Holy Baptism. He creates order where broken chaos once reigned with His
beautiful words: “Take and eat, this is My body. Take and drink, this is My blood shed for you for the
forgiveness of your sins.”

And the next day? When the wind blows into our lives the dead leaves and spiders catkins? Here He comes
again, never to leave us in the mess and chaos that sin brings. Here He comes with His love. Here He
comes with His forgiveness. Here He comes with His Spirit. And not just the next day, but the day after
that… and the day after that… Every. Single. Day.
 
Thank you, Jesus! ✟✟✟

Greetings from the Helping Hands Food Pantry! Our
summer has been very busy as our numbers continue to
increase, and we are seeing more new families who have
never been to a food pantry.
 
This year from January through the middle of June we have
ordered 11,545 pounds of food from St. Louis Area Food
Bank. Most of the food we receive is free but the food we
pay for is under the local area stores’ cost. We continue to
receive food like fresh produce, canned and dry goods and
meat from Operation Food Search. We pick up food from
Sav-a-lot, Schnucks, Panera and Starbucks. We still
receive food once a month from St. Joseph of Cottleville.

(continued on Page 8) 

HELPING HANDS FOOD PANTRY
by Diane Timm
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Every first and third Tuesday from September
through May, Chapel’s ladies love to gather for
study and fellowship. In 2024, we have been
studying “Heroines of Faith” in the Bible. Why
should we study Biblical heroines of faith? Because
it is a Bible study about some ordinary women who
can edify and encourage our walk with God and
each other in some extraordinary ways.  Such a
celebration of the work of redemption that God
brings about in and through the lives of his saints -
points to our Lord, Jesus Christ. From January
through May we studied: Sarai/Sarah (c. 2166 B.C.)
with the themes of Promise, Doubt, and Faith,
Hebrew Midwives and Miriam (c. 1526 B.C.) with
themes around Resistance and Courage, Deborah
and Jael (c. 1209-1159 B.C.) with the theme of
Leadership, and Ruth (c. 1209-1159 B.C.) consider-
ing the themes of Loyalty, Love, and Redemption.

Our study and fellowship will resume on Tuesday,
September 17 and continue through November 19.
Our study will continue with Hannah (c. 1100 B.C.)
around the theme of Prayer, Abigail (c. 1050-1010
B.C.) under the theme of Peacemaking, Esther (c.
486-465 B.C.) with the themes of Providence and
Obedience, Mary, Mother of Jesus (c. 4 B.C.) with
the topics of Obedience and Family, Mary
Magdalene (30-33 A.D.) under the topics of Service
and Faith. Then finally, perhaps in January, The
Woman of Godly Character with the themes of
Character and Beauty. 

When you join our Ladies, you will quickly see that
our study is not intended to move quickly, but
rather at a pace allowing for discussion, laughter,
sharing and prayer. Please feel free to join us this
Fall! ✟✟✟

LADIES’ BIBLE STUDY
by Bill Rusnak
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In a 10-lesson Bible study, we will probe the
Book of Proverbs in the context of The Ten
Commandments and discover a unique view of
the wisdom contained in the book. Each of the
10 chapters--one for each of the command-
ments--offers thought-provoking questions and
activities that will help shed light on that
commandment and its application in our lives.

Beginning Wednesday, September 4, we will
learn how we are called to fear, love, and trust
the Lord because He first forgives, loves, and
treasures us. Join us in Room 8! ✟✟✟

FALL MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY

Spring Concerts: Concordia
University Wisconsin Kammerchor
and The Gateway Ringers



The Second Saturday Women’s Fellowship started
in June 2023 with about 10 women attending.
Meeting from 9:30 am until, well, no later than noon.
(Leave when you need to!)

Great conversations sprung from prompts like “What
is something most people in this room don’t know
about you?” and “Tell us a vacation story.”

As the summer progressed and the gym heated up
as well, the group moved the monthly fellowship into
Room 8. 

Participants can bring a brunch item to share; of
course, there’s always enough food to go around!
Even if everyone doesn’t have a chance to bring a
dish that day.

The fellowship blossomed with the addition of a
devotion about the names of God which comes with
coloring pages for those who want to be creative.
Conversation prompts often relate to the devotion
topic like the day participants learned why others
were given their first name or how they chose their
children’s names.

Often, prayer requests are given, and participants
have been seen taking notes on the back of the
coloring sheets to take home and pray over for the
next month.

With a high attendance of over twenty and the least
about 6, this group will continue to meet monthly in
delightful and delicious joy! Can you believe 14
women came out in January when it was FREEZING
out?

One reason for meeting at the church is so children
can play in the Sunday School room or gym if there’s
no one available to watch them at home.

All women are invited to attend. Members, friends,
family, neighbors. No need to RSVP. Every second
Saturday of the month starting at 9:30 am. Watch
announcements for any changes. Contact Mary or
Jennifer with questions or comments.

Mary - marylaesch@gmail.com | 314-704-6906
Jennifer - amiablejak@gmail.com | 314-662-0517
✟✟✟
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SECOND SATURDAY WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
by Jennifer Krupp

mailto:marylaesch@gmail.com
mailto:amiablejak@gmail.com


Congratulations to this year’s
confirmands: Jordan Hill, Zoe

Laesch, Jonah Meyer and
Audrey Runser. ✟✟✟

2024 CONFIRMATION

This summer, Chapel of the Cross will once again
join with Grace Chapel and Blessed Savior
Lutheran churches to offer Vacation Bible School.
The theme for this year’s VBS is: Celebrate the
Savior: Jesus Gives Us Joy. Our loving God has 

CELEBRATE THE SAVIOR VBS
by Mary Laesch
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
by Mary Laesch
Summertime brings new opportunities to dig into
God’s Word and grow in faith and love for God and for
one another! Kids in Preschool through Grade 6 are
discovering God’s promises to hear our prayers, to give
us joy, and to be faithful to us. We are loved by Him!
Youth in Grade 7 through high school are exploring the
Gospel of Matthew as they travel by video to the Holy
Land! Sunday School is offered every Sunday from
9:30-10:45 in the lower level of Chapel. Join us for
food, faith-building, fun, and fellowship! ✟✟✟

given us so much to celebrate—family, friends, fun, and especially
forgiveness through faith in Jesus, our Savior. As kids explore five key events
in the life of Jesus, they will discover how the love of Jesus fills us with joy!

All children ages 4-12 are invited to Celebrate the Savior Vacation Bible
School! VBS will be held Sunday, June 30 through Wednesday, July 3 from
5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on the Chapel of the Cross campus. ✟✟✟



Munkhbold, 11, and Enkhriilen, 9, were
among the children who received Christ
into their lives during The Greatest Journey
course at Living Stone Church. They each
independently noted on their graduation
day that Genesis 1:27 was their favorite of
all the memory verses in the course

The Greatest Journey discipleship program
has its beginning in the evangelistic
outreaches where Operation Christmas
Child shoebox gifts are distributed.

“Every year, our church gets between 50
and 100 shoeboxes, which means we have
the opportunity to reach 50 to 100 children
and their families,” Buyankhishig said.
“Shoeboxes actually help open people’s
hearts.”

This is the simple beauty of God’s Plan
through the OCC Shoebox Ministry. We
have been collecting various items
throughout the year, and all are welcome
to join in on the PACKING DAY, Sunday,
November 3 at Noon. Lunch will be
provided. Come join us for this exciting
packing event! Look at
www.samaritanspurse.org for more stories
like the one above! From now until the
November packing day we will continue to
collect items, with an emphasis on School
Supplies (crayons, markers, pencils and
sharpeners, tape, scissors, small
notebooks), and small clothing items (flip
flops, undergarments, socks, t-shirts,
shorts, etc..). Remember to mark Sunday,
November 3 on your calendar! ✟✟✟

A NEW GENERATION IS COMING TO FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST THROUGH
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD AND ITS FOLLOW-UP PROGRAM, THE
GREATEST JOURNEY.

Light, sky, land, and water appeared out of nothing. Next came vegetation,
animals, and mankind. God called forth all these things simply by speaking,
“Let there be…” (Genesis 1). While the story of creation may sound familiar,
it is an entirely new concept for many boys and girls in Mongolia.

“The first lesson is always exciting for me to teach, because it is a very
different idea that the world was created by God,” said Buyankhishig, a
church leader. “Mongolia was a communist country, and Darwin’s theory
was taught—that our origin is from a monkey.”

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD: MAKING DISCIPLES IN MONGOLIA
by Mike and Ellen Kehe, with excerpts from www.samaritanspurse.org
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If you’ve ever attended a military
funeral or seen one on TV, the flag
folding is one of the more impressive
parts of the ceremony. As with all
things in the military, the flag is
handled with utmost precision and
discipline. We have a precise method
of reason and how we fold the flag

FOLDS OF THE FLAG
by Pastor Ellory Glenn

before presenting it to whomever the next of kin is. The
flag handlers for the flag are half twice along its length,
and then, beginning at the end away from the blue field,
fold the flag in triangles until the flag is formed into a
triangle “0” with the field showing on the outside.
Traditional flag folding dictates a total of 13 folds for an
American flag, regardless of the size. Over time, each of
the folds has been given a meaning.

The 13 folds mean this: 

1. Symbolizes life and its importance. 
2. Signifies our belief in eternal life. 
3. Honor and tribute to the veteran departing our ranks
in defending their country. 
4. Symbolizes our weaker nature and reminds us that
we are citizens trusting and searching for guidance in
war and peace. 
5. An acknowledgment in tribute to our country. 
6. In honor of where our hearts lie as we pledge
allegiance to the flag. 
7. Tribute to the Armed Forces to protect our country. 
8. Tribute to the one who entered the valley of the
shadow of death and an honor to mothers for whom
the flag flies on Mother’s Day. 

(continued on Page 8) 
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God made puffins to make us laugh.

“Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change”
(James 1: 16-17).

God has truly blessed me with many “good and
perfect” gifts in my 70 plus years of life. I could create
a very long list that includes my faith, my family and
friends, a job I loved, good health, and world travel …
endless perfect gifts! But as you might expect from the
D.V.M. after my name, one of the things that tops any
list is God’s incredibly beautiful and complex creation,
especially the animals. The iridescent colors of the fish
on a coral reef, a macaw’s brilliant feathers, a
mustang stallion standing on a hill under purple storm
clouds, a Horny Toad—aka the Texas Horned Lizard—
all make my heart swell with awe and joy and
gratitude toward my heavenly Father who has given it
all to me to enjoy.

God has a purpose behind these gifts of nature,
behind these gifts of life. They are not random
afterthoughts of a hodge-podge creation. He wants all
of us to see Him for Who He is by what He has done.
There is none like Him! The incredible complexity of
the human body is another of the many marvels that
the world ignores in their pursuit of personal freedom
and their own ideologies. God says to us in His
creation, “Look at yourself! You are incredibly made.
How can you doubt my presence?”

“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the
things that have been made …” (Romans 1:20).

So, the “things that have been made” include the
Atlantic Puffin. It’s the beak, right? Without the beak 

PUFFINS AND THE GOOD 
AND PERFECT GIFT
by Barbara Lane Geistfeld, D.V.M.
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CROSSROADS SUBMISSIONS:
Contributions for the Fall issue of the

CrossRoads are due by Sunday,
September 8. Please submit both a

paper copy to the CrossRoads box as
well as a digital copy if possible (e.g.
PDF, pictures, etc.) emailed to Anne

Meyer at news@chapelofthecross.org. 

they are just another black and white bird. God
made puffins to make us laugh. He made puffins to
get us to take a second look at His creation. Pretty
hard to ignore a puffin. He made puffins as a “good
and perfect gift” to bring us pure joy. God desires
us to look at all His creation with new eyes and to
see the beauty He created for us because He is the
Father of lights. He is unchanging in His love for us.

We desperately need our Father of lights. When life
around us is dark and despairing, when troubles
are real and overwhelming, when our hurts
outweigh our joys, take a moment to think about
God’s beautiful creation given for us as a “good
and perfect gift.” Take a moment to remember that
we have another Light in our world—our Lord Jesus
Who is the Creator of all things and is the light of
men.

“[The Word] was in the beginning with God. All
things were made through him, and without him
was not anything made that was made. In him was
life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1:2-4).

We know that life will continue to throw bad things
our way, so every so often, let us take a moment to
admire God’s creation that surrounds us—and
remember the puffin! ✟✟✟



The title probably caught your attention but I truly
believe there are two words that God never uses. The
fact that God never uses these two words is pure
Gospel for us.

One word that God never uses is INSIGNIFICANT.
Psalm 147:4 reminds us that God knows the number
of the stars and even has names for each of the stars.
The most distant stars are not insignificant to God. In
Matthew 6:25-34, Jesus tells us not to be anxious.
Jesus tells us that God feeds the birds of the air. Jesus
goes on to tell us that God clothes the grass of the
field. The birds of the air and the lilies of the field are
not insignificant to God. The point is that each and
every one of us is tremendously significant to God. In
Matthew 10:29-31, Jesus tells us that no sparrow
falls to the ground without God’s knowledge. Even
sparrows are not insignificant to God. The point of
Jesus’ words are how highly significant we are in
God’s sight.

Genesis tells us that God created all things out of
nothing by His Word. There is only one exception to
this. God created man by forming him from the dust
of the ground. God then breathed life into man. God
created mankind as the crown of His creation and
placed us as stewards over His creation. We are to
care for the earth and make wise use of the earth.
Mankind is highly significant to God! That means that
every human being is significant and special to God
as an individual. Our age does not matter to God.
Both young and old (and middle aged) are significant
to God. Our talents and abilities are gifts that God has
given to each of us. He has not created all of us to
have exactly the same talents and abilities. No matter
what your individual talents and abilities are, they are
special and significant to God. Our sex does not
matter to God. God treasures both men and women
tremendously. Our place of origin does not matter to
God. All individuals from every place and every
culture are special to God. God treasures each
individual human being no matter what our financial
standing and possessions. We are all highly
significant to God and we always have been and we
always will be.

How significant is each individual human being? God
the Father sent His only Son, Jesus, to save each and
every one of us. God wants each one of us in heaven
with Him for all eternity. I would venture that makes
us very significant, each and every one of us. Nothing
we can do would make us significant to God. His
tremendous love makes us significant. God the Holy
Spirit is active in our lives daily. He guides us as we  
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TWO WORDS THAT ARE NOT PART OF GOD’S VOCABULARY
by Rich Langefeld

Elder’s Message

learn the Scriptures. He plants faith in our heart and
grows that faith. He places good deeds before us to
do. Ephesians 2:10 tells us that we are His
workmanship, created for good works which God
prepared beforehand. Many times, we fail to do the
good works that God has designed for us and we
simply ask for His forgiveness and guidance. Always
remember that we are so significant to God that He
chose to dwell within us!

A second word that God never uses is SURPRISED.
Absolutely nothing can surprise God. God knows all
things and has known all things for all eternity.
Psalm 139 is full of references to God’s eternal
knowledge of every tiny detail in our lives. Verse 2
tells us that God knows when we sit down and when
we rise up. He knows all of our thoughts. Verse 4
tells us that God knows our words even before we
say them. God knows all about each and every one
of us. Verses 13-16 reminds us that God knit us
together in our mother’s womb (well before anyone
else knew anything about us). Jeremiah 1:5 teaches
that God knew us before He formed us in the womb.
He had plans for us before we were born. God knows
our every heartbeat and every breath. He has known
each of them from before creation! That is an
amazing concept. God knows each of our thoughts,
all of our words, and each of our actions. He has
known each of these for all time! And yet, knowing
our evil thoughts, words, and actions did not cause
Him to abandon us. Jesus knew before creation that
mankind would fall into sin and continue to sin. He
still created each and every one of us. He always
knew that it would cost him a lifetime of humiliation,
suffering, and pain. He knew from before eternity
that Judas would betray Him. He knew from before
eternity that Peter would deny Him. He knew that He
would be beaten, mocked and crucified. Absolutely
none of this was a surprise to Jesus. Jesus knew all of
this before creation. 2 Timothy 1:9 states that God’s
plan of salvation was set before the ages began. The
tremendous love that Jesus has for God the Father
and His tremendous love for us caused Him to follow
through on the plan for our salvation. Absolutely no
surprises at all!

All of this is pure Gospel for us! We are tremendously
significant to God, no matter what anyone else thinks
or says. Nothing that happens to us can surprise
God. He knows every second of our life and makes all
things work for our eternal good. Take comfort that
God does not use the words INSIGNIFICANT or
SURPRISED! ✟✟✟



MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
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Confirmations (May 4/5, 2024):
Jordan Isaiah Hill
Zoe Noelle Laesch
Jonah Ryan Meyer
Audrey Elizabeth Runser

Transfer Out:
Brian and Kara Lewis

Former number of members:
Gains: 
Losses: 
New number of members: 

877
+4
-5

876

Death:
Edna “June” Henke (May 9, 2024)
Wandra Seward (Nov. 30, 2023)

Remove by Request:
Alberta Offutt

(continued from page 5)
9. In honor of womanhood and
their character that helped make 
this country great. 
10. Is a tribute to fathers who 
sacrificed their children for our 
country. 
11. Represents the lower portion of the seal. 
12. Represents the emblem of eternity. 
13. The completely-folded flag with the stars exposed
reminds us of our national motto, “In God We Trust.”

The 13-fold procedure was
standard long before meanings
were assigned to each fold. In
modern times, meanings have
been assigned to each flag's fold.
The source and date of the origin
of these meanings remain a
mystery, adding a layer of
intrigue to the ceremony. The
next time you see a flag folded,
understanding the meanings of
the folds can add a decisive touch
to patriotic ceremonies. ✟✟✟

The Mary-Martha Guild is taking a summer
break and will soon begin planning our
2024-2025 meeting agenda. 

Listed below is a summary of our
contributions and supporting payments
made during our 2023-2024 term. 

$4,477.00 - COTC For the Purchase of
New Albs and Cinctures 
$1,024.50 - LWML St. Louis North Zone
– Mite Collections thru May -
$731.50/MMG Meetings and
$293.00/Congregation
$725.00 - Wings of Hope 
$400.00 - COTC Helping Hands Food
Pantry
$400.00 - Day3 Seeds
$335.00 - Concordia Seminary Food
Bank
$192.00 - LWML – Dues 
$150.00 - LWML – Quarterly Order 
$100.00 - Lutheran Immigration and
Refugee Service
$75.00 - COTC Radio Broadcast for
LWML Sunday
$15.00 - COTC Memorial for MMG
Member, Elsie Meyer
$15.00 - COTC Memorial for Frank W.
Lehner, Son of MMG Member, Carole
Lehner 

TOTAL: $7,908.50

Our Lord and Savior has again richly blessed
the efforts of the Mary-Martha Guild.

We sincerely thank all of you for your
dedication and support. ✟✟✟

MARY-MARTHA GUILD
Ways you can help us continue this ministry: 

Do you have Thrivent? You can apply for a $250.00
Thrivent Action Grant by calling Thrivent Action
Teams at 800-847-4836 or call Tim Gerler’s office
and speak to Tonya for help at 636-493-9220. You
may apply for 2 cards a year and you will need to
help with whatever charity the money is for. 
Do you know any businesses or organizations that
would be interested in holding a food drive? You can
continue to place non-perishable food items like
cereal, canned meats, canned fruits and vegetables,
soups, cake mixes, box potatoes, pastas and sauces
in the shopping cart at church or make a monetary
donation to church specifying the Food Pantry.
We are also looking for volunteers. If your junior or
senior high school students need service hours, we
will gladly write them a letter for their hours worked.
We can also use adult volunteers. Come every week
or once a month as every little bit helps!

If you have any questions or would like a tour, contact
Diane Timm or one of the other food pantry volunteers.
Thank you, Chapel of the Cross, for your continued
support  with helping us continue to feed our neighbors
in need! ✟✟✟

(continued from page 1)
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CHAPEL OF THE CROSS - LUTHERAN Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road
St. Louis, Missouri 63136

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Weekend Worship Services
Saturday: 5:00 p.m.

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Education Hour
(Sunday School, Youth, & Adult Classes)

Sunday: 9:45 a.m.

Holy Communion
1st, 3rd, & 5th Sunday of the month: 8:30 a.m.

2nd, 4th, & 5th Sunday of the month: 11:00 a.m.
1st, 3rd, & 5th Saturday of the month: 5:00 p.m.
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