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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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The Epiphany of Our Lord 
January 7, 2024 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded. 

 

 
AS WE GATHER 

Epiphany: the day we think about the visit of the Magi. Today we remember their visit 

to worship the Christ Child as well as their return home, as they were led by God’s light 

on both journeys. Epiphany is a day and season of light. May God’s light shine brightly 

in our lives today as He comes bearing gifts for us and as we respond with our worship 

and praise! 

 

 
PRELUDE 

 “O Morning Star”                       setting by Charles W. Ore 

  

   
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 
Please stand  

OPENING HYMN        

 397 As with Gladness Men of Old   

  

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                                          Based on Isaiah 60:1–6 

Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

People: and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
 

We take a moment for silent prayer and meditation upon God’s Word. 
 

Leader: Almighty God, thick darkness covers the whole earth, and the darkness 

of sin is on us, Your people. 

People: We confess that we have often walked in darkness instead of Your 

light. In our thoughts, words, and actions, we have turned away from 

Your face and have broken Your commands. 
 

Leader: You alone, O Lord, invite all nations to come to Your light. You beckon 

those who are broken to find wholeness in the brightness of Your rising. 

People: Guide us again to the mercy of our Savior Jesus Christ, that He may 

dispel the darkness of our sin and renew us in the light of Your 

presence. Amen. 
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Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and  

  for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus  

  Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows  

  on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in  

  us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen.  Thanks be to God! 

  
 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 810 O God of God, O Light of Light 
 

  
1 O God of God, O Light of Light, 

    O Prince of Peace and King of kings: 

To you in heaven’s glory bright 

    The song of praise forever rings. 

To Him who sits upon the throne, 

    The Lamb once slain but raised again, 

Be all the glory He has won, 

    All thanks and praise! Amen, amen. 

 

2 For deep in prophets’ sacred page, 

    And grand in poets’ wingèd word, 

Slowly in type, from age to age 

    The nations saw their coming Lord; 

Till through the deep Judean night 

    Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!” 

Sung once by firstborn sons of light, 

    It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen. 

 

(continued on next page) 
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4 Then raise to Christ a mighty song, 

    And shout His name, His mercies tell! 

Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong, 

    And all on earth, your anthem swell! 

All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain! 

    Forever let the song ascend! 

Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign, 

    All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray.  

People: O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten 

Son to the nations.  Lead us, who follow Your Son by faith, to rejoice in 

the brightness of Your eternal kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

  

 
 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                     Isaiah 60:1–6 

(Nations shall come to the light of the Lord.) 
                    

1 "Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you. 2 See, 

darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rises 

upon you and his glory appears over you. 3 Nations will come to your light, and kings to 

the brightness of your dawn.  

  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/60.html
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4 "Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to you; your sons come 

from afar, and your daughters are carried on the arm. 5 Then you will look and be 

radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought 

to you, to you the riches of the nations will come. 6 Herds of camels will cover your land, 

young camels of Midian and Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and 

incense and proclaiming the praise of the LORD. 

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
PSALM                                Psalm 72:1-11       
Leader: Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your   

  righteousness.   

People: He will judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones   

  with justice.  
 

Leader: The mountains will bring prosperity to the people, the hills the fruit of  

  righteousness.  

People: He will defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of  

  the needy; he will crush the oppressor.  
 

Leader: He will endure as long as the sun, as long as the moon, through all  

  generations.  

People: He will be like rain falling on a mown field, like showers watering the  

  earth. 
  

Leader: In his days the righteous will flourish; prosperity will abound till the  

  moon is no more.   

People: He will rule from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
  

Leader: The desert tribes will bow before him and his enemies will lick the dust. 

People: The kings of Tarshish and of distant shores will bring tribute to him;  

  the kings of Sheba and Seba will present him gifts. 
   

All:  All kings will bow down to him and all nations will serve him. 
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EPISTLE                 Ephesians 3:1–12 

(Hidden for ages, the mystery of the Gospel is now revealed.) 
                  

1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 
 

2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me 

for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 

briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the 

mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to men in other generations as it has 

now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is 

that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of 

one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.               

        
7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the 

working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace 

was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to make 

plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept 

hidden in God, who created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, 

the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly realms, 11 according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom 

and confidence. 
               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                  Matthew 2:1–12 

(The Wise Men follow the star and come to worship Jesus.) 
               

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 

the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him."  
 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 

had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Christ was to be born. 5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what 

the prophet has written: 6 "'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the 

shepherd of my people Israel.'"  
  

7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 

had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for 

the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him."  
 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in 

the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When 

they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child 

with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened 

their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 12 And 

having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country 

by another route.  
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

  

 

 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/2.html
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HYMN 
 400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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INSTALLATION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ELDERS   

 

 
Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew 

 

 “We Three Kings”                             setting by John Leavitt 

 

 
Please stand 

OFFERTORY 
 394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

 

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 

    Manifested by the star 

    To the sages from afar, 

Branch of royal David’s stem 

In Thy birth at Bethlehem: 

    Anthems be to Thee addressed, 

    God in man made manifest. 

(continued on next page) 
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5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 

Present in Thy holy Word— 

    Grace to imitate Thee now 

    And be pure, as pure art Thou; 

That we might become like Thee 

At Thy great epiphany 

    And may praise Thee, ever blest, 

    God in man made manifest. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

PRAYER  
Leader:  Blessed Lord, You have given us Your Holy Scriptures for our learning. 

 May we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being 

 strengthened and comforted by Your holy Word, we may cling to  the 

 blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

 lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION    
Leader:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

CLOSING HYMN 

 398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

  

 

 

 
  

 

POSTLUDE 

 “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”                 setting by Johann Pachelbel 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12 

 

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

1 Samuel 3:1-10; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2023 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

 

Preacher:      Theodore Laesch  

   

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Jacob Anderson 

     8:30 a.m. Brett Arrasmith 

     11:00 a.m. Jed McClellan  

 

Lay Readers:    8:30 a.m. Denise Koch 

     11:00 a.m. Christy Boehmer  

 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Madison Arrasmith 

     11:00 a.m. Jordan Hill       
   

Choir:     5:00 p.m. Choral Singers 
    

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer 

 

Instrumentalists:   Lynda Chrisian, oboe 

     Jonah Meyer, Percussion 

 

The Three Wisemen:   Jeff Arnold 

     Ted Laesch 

     Matt McEuen  
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Brett Arrasmith, Vicar                              417-592-1854       vicar@chapelofthecross.org  

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*L.A.M.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries & Pilots  

*Lutheran Bible Translators  * Helping Hands Food Pantry     

Concordia Seminary                               Friend of Moms                         Food for the Poor 

Day 3 Seeds                                              Lutherans for Life                                    KFUO Radio       

Chapel Summer Camp     Apple of His Eye     

  

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2023 
 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org

