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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost 
August 13, 2023 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.   

 

AS WE GATHER 
When children cannot understand why they can’t do something, the answer is often, 

“Because I said so.” As they grow up, they may get the answers they seek. Job did not 

get an answer, but he kept his faith in his Creator. In the Gospel, the disciples cannot 

understand Jesus’ walking on the sea, but when He is in the boat with them, they 

confess, “Truly You are the Son of God” (Matthew 14:33). Though we may ask God, 

“Why?” and Paul in the Epistle says we cannot understand God’s reasons, we can 

confess with our mouths and believe in Christ’s resurrection. It is an exercise of the faith 

God has so graciously given us. Why did He come to earth? He came to save us. In great 

might He destroyed death itself so that we might live with Him forever. That’s why! 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 Variations on “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”  

   

       
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

 

 

 
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 816   From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

 

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Leader: Let us consider our unworthiness to come before almighty God and 

confess our sins to Him in the presence of one another. 

 

We confess, Creator Lord, that like Job, we become angry at times with 

what You have allowed in our lives and we have wondered why. 

People: Forgive our pride and turn us to humbly rely on Your gracious plans 

for us. 

 

Leader: We confess, Savior Lord, that unlike Paul, we have neglected people 

around us who have not accepted Your sacrifice for them. 

People: Forgive our self-centeredness and inaction, and move us to tell them 

the Good News as You provide opportunity. 

 

Leader: We confess, Spirit of truth, that like Peter, we have failed to trust You in 

all things and have been overwhelmed by the storms of life. 

People: Forgive our weakness of faith and enable us to follow where You lead 

the way. 
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Leader: All things in heaven and earth are under God’s rule. His almighty power  

  was shown chiefly in sending His Son into this fallen world to destroy the 

  powers of sin, death, and the devil. Our pride, self-centeredness,   

  weakness of faith, and anything else that would separate us from His  

  great love have been forgiven for Jesus’ sake. To those who believe in  

  Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and  

  bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good  

  work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 

  

  

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 930 All You Works of God, Bless the Lord 
  

1 All you works of God, bless the Lord! 

All you angels, now bless the Lord; 

Come, you heavens and pow’rs that be, 

Praise the Lord and His majesty: (Refrain) 

 

ref Raise your voices high, praise and magnify, 

All you works of God, bless the Lord! 

Raise your voices high, praise and magnify, 

All you works of God, bless the Lord! 

 

4 Hills and mountains, now sing His worth, 

All you green things that grow on earth; 

Seas and rivers, you springs and wells, 

Beasts and cattle, you birds and whales: (Refrain) 

 

5 Come, humanity, sing along, 

Sing, you people of God, a song; 

Priests and servants, your Lord now bless, 

Join, you spirits and souls at rest: (Refrain) 

 
Text: © 1995 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. 

VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 

People: Almighty and ever-lasting God, in Your Son You have given great and 

precious promises to all who believe. Grant us faith that overcomes all 

doubts, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                Job 38:4–18  

(God questions Job.) 

                 
4 "Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if you understand. 5 Who 

marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! Who stretched a measuring line across it?  
6 On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone-- 7 while the morning stars 

sang together and all the angels shouted for joy? 

 
8 "Who shut up the sea behind doors when it burst forth from the womb, 9 when I made 

the clouds its garment and wrapped it in thick darkness, 10 when I fixed limits for it and 

set its doors and bars in place, 11 when I said, 'This far you may come and no farther; 

here is where your proud waves halt'?  

 
12 "Have you ever given orders to the morning, or shown the dawn its place, 13 that it 

might take the earth by the edges and shake the wicked out of it? 14 The earth takes 

shape like clay under a seal; its features stand out like those of a garment. 15 The wicked 

are denied their light, and their upraised arm is broken.  

 
16 "Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea or walked in the recesses of the deep?  
17 Have the gates of death been shown to you? Have you seen the gates of the shadow of 

death? 18 Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth? Tell me, if you know 

all this. 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM             Psalm 18:1-6, 15-16 

Leader: I love you, O LORD, my strength. 

People: The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;  

 

Leader: my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.  

People: He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.  

 

Leader: I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my  

  enemies.  

People: The cords of death entangled me; the torrents of destruction   

  overwhelmed me.  

 

Leader: The cords of the grave coiled around me; the snares of death confronted  

  me.  

People: In my distress I called to the LORD; I cried to my God for help.  

 

Leader: From his temple he heard my voice;  

People:  my cry came before him, into his ears. 

 

Leader: The valleys of the sea were exposed and the foundations of the earth laid  

  bare at your rebuke, 

People: O LORD, at the blast of breath from your nostrils.  

 

Leader: He reached down from on high and took hold of me;  

People: he drew me out of deep waters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/18.html
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EPISTLE                                       Romans 10:5–17 

(Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.) 

  

 5 Moses describes in this way the righteousness that is by the law: "The man who does 

these things will live by them." 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: "Do not say 

in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 "or 'Who 

will descend into the deep?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does 

it say? "The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of 

faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is 

with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 

confess and are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be 

put to shame." 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is 

Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord will be saved."  

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 

believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 

someone preaching to them? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"  

16 But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has 

believed our message?" 17 Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the 

message is heard through the word of Christ. 

               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM 
 “Before the Throne of God Above”   

 

 Before the throne of God above 

 I have a strong, a perfect plea: 

 A great High Priest, whose name is Love, 

 Who ever lives and pleads for me. 

 

 My name is graven on His hands, 

 My name is written on His heart; 

 I know that while in heav’n He stands 

 No tongue can bid me thence depart. 

 

Refrain: 

 Behold Him there! The risen Lamb! 

 The great unchangeable I AM, 

 The King of glory and of grace; 

 My perfect, spotless righteousness! 

 

 When Satan tempts me to despair, 

 And tells me of the guilt within, 

 Upward I look, and see Him there 

 Who made an end of all my sin. 

 

 Because the sinless Savior died, 

 My sinful soul is counted free; 

 For God, the just, is satisfied 

 To look on Him and pardon me. (Refrain) 

 

 At one with Him, I cannot die, 

 My soul is purchased by His blood; 

 My life is hid with Christ on high, 

 With Christ, my Savior and my God. (Refrain) 

 
Text: Public domain 
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Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  Matthew 14:22–33  

(Jesus walks on water and rescues sinking Peter.) 

   
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 

other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on 

a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the 

boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 

wind was against it.  

 
25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.  
26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," 

they said, and cried out in fear.  

 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid."  

 
28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water."  

 
29 "Come," he said.  

 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But 

when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"  

 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, 

"why did you doubt?"  

 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in 

the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."      
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/14.html
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HYMN 
 715 Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me 

 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
  

 

 

 

Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew 

  
 “Meditation”                       Mark Hayes 

 

 

Please stand 

OFFERTORY 
 781 We Give Thee But Thine Own 

 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, 

    Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, 

    A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus 

    As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 

    To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 
Text: Public domain 
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 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come 

together in His name, there He is with them to shepherd His flock until 

He comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts 

of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious song:  
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

14 

 

If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 

 
  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 739 Precious Lord, Take My Hand (Soloist sings verse 1 alone) 

 752 Be Still, My Soul 

 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Lord God of mercy, I give You thanks for the body and blood of Your Son; for the Word by which 

You give me forgiveness; for Your promises by which You give me life.  May the gifts of Your 

heavenly banquet fortify me against the Evil One and strengthen me in the face of the world.  

Help me to live as one who hungers for Your grace, who thirsts after righteousness, who longs to 

taste of Your goodness, that I may sit at Your table at the heavenly feast which has no end.  In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

15 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day 

of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 717 Eternal Father, Strong to Save 

  

 

 
POSTLUDE 

 “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”       setting by Wayne W. Wold 

 

 
 

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32; Matthew 15:21-28 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2023 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:     Theodore Laesch    
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Jedidiah McClellan   

     8:30 a.m. Jacob Anderson   

     11:00 a.m. Brett Arrasmith       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Keith Wetzel  

     11:00 a.m.       Milo Lombard                
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Nathan Runser   

     11:00 a.m. Audrey Runser      
 

Singer:     Nate Laesch 
                             

Instrumentalists:   Nate Laesch, trumpet 

     Bud Shultz, clarinet 
    

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
                                  

Elder of the Week:   Jerry Bowen       
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Brett Arrasmith, Vicar                              417-592-1854       vicar@chapelofthecross.org  

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*L.A.M.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries & Pilots  

*Lutheran Bible Translators  * Helping Hands Food Pantry     

Concordia Seminary                               Friend of Moms                         Food for the Poor 

Day 3 Seeds                                              Lutherans for Life                                    KFUO Radio       

Chapel Summer Camp     Apple of His Eye     

  

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2023 
 

 
Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org

