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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 



 

1 

 

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 7, 2022 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded. 

  

 

AS WE GATHER 
As we continue our Tree of Life summer sermon series, today we follow Jesus to the 

judgment hall of Pontius Pilate and to the tree of death, the cross, which He has made 

into our tree of life. We will watch Jesus fulfill each of the Old Testament prophecies 

discussed in weeks one through five of The Tree of Life. 

 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
    

       
WELCOME 

 

 

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

 

 

 PREPARATION  
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 798 The God of Abraham Praise (vv. 1-4) 
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INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. 

People: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

Leader: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

People: Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like  

  lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our  

  hearts. We have offended You and sinned against Your holy law. We  

  have done those things that we should not have done, and we have not  

  done those things that we should have done.  Have mercy on us, Lord!   

  Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,  according to Your promises in  

  Christ Jesus. 

 

 Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Leader: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent His Son, Jesus  

  Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our  

  guilt by His death on the cross and freed us from death by His   

  resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
 798 The God of Abraham Praise (vv. 8-9) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray.  

People: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, for You have poured out upon us 

Your never-ending love by giving Your Son, Jesus Christ, into death on 

the cross for us. Give us grace to know nothing except Jesus Christ and 

Him crucified. Strengthen the ministry of Your Church to bring Jesus’ 

love to all those for whom He died. For He lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
    

 

 

 

 WORD  
 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                          Genesis 15:1–6 

 (God tells Abram he will have a large family and, through one offspring,  

countless inheritors of His promises.) 
                      
1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Do not be afraid, Abram. 

I am your shield, your very great reward." 2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what 

can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is 

Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant 

in my household will be my heir."  

       
4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son 

coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look 

up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them." Then he said to 

him, "So shall your offspring be." 6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him 

as righteousness.                   

                   

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 



 

4 

 

PSALM                                   Psalm 33:1-5, 12-22 

Leader: Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous; it is fitting for the upright to  

  praise him.  Praise the LORD with the harp; make music to him on the  

  ten-stringed lyre.  Sing to him a new song; play skillfully, and shout for  

  joy. For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he  

  does.  The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his 

  unfailing love. 

People: (Refrain Sung by Congregation) 

  We Wait in hope for You, O Lord; 

  You are our help and shield. 

  In You our hearts rejoice and sing, 

  We trust Your holy name! 

 

Leader: Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for 

  his inheritance. From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all  

  mankind; from his dwelling place he watches all who live on earth— 

  he who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything they do. No  

  king is saved by the size of his army; no warrior escapes by his great  

  strength. A horse is a vain hope for deliverance; despite all its great  

  strength it cannot save. 

People: We Wait in hope for You, O Lord; 

  You are our help and shield. 

  In You our hearts rejoice and sing, 

  We trust Your holy name! 

 

Leader: But the eyes of the LORD are on those who fear him, on those whose  

  hope is in his unfailing love, to deliver them from death and keep them 

  alive in famine. We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our 

  shield. In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name. May  

  your unfailing love rest upon us, O LORD, even as we put our hope in 

  you. 

People:  We Wait in hope for You, O Lord; 

  You are our help and shield. 

  In You our hearts rejoice and sing, 

  We trust Your holy name! 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/33.html
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EPISTLE                                                  Hebrews 11:1–16  

(People of faith before us are examples for us.) 

   
1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is 

what the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was 

formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 
4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended 

as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, 

even though he is dead.5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not 

experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before 

he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is 

impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists 

and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 7 By faith Noah, when warned about 

things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his family. By his faith he 

condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

        
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 

inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By 

faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he 

lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  
10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder 

is God. 11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was barren-

-was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the 

promise.12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as 

numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  
 

13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 

things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they 

admitted that they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things 

show that they are looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the 

country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were 

longing for a better country--a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called 

their God, for he has prepared a city for them.                 
               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/11.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/11.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/11.html


 

6 

 

ANTHEM     
 “Lamb of God”              Jason Ingram, Andi Rozier and Meredith Andrews 

  

 

Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty third chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                        Luke 23:26, 32-46   

(God’s plan of salvation completed) 

 
26 As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from 

the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.                         
32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When 

they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the 

criminals--one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for 

they do not know what they are doing." And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, "He saved 

others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One." 

 
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and 

said, "If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself."38 There was a written notice above 

him, which read: this is the king of the jews. 39 One of the criminals who hung there 

hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!"  
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are 

under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 

deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." 42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me 

when you come into your kingdom." 43 Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today 

you will be with me in paradise."     

 
44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the 

ninth hour, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 
46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I commit my spirit." When 

he had said this, he breathed his last.        
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN 
             428 Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow 

  

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 “God’s Plan of Salvation Completed” 

 

 

Please stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
      

OFFERING 
 “By Faith”                     K & K. Getty, arr. by Lloyd Larson 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
  

BENEDICTION    
Leader:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 454 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 

 

 
POSTLUDE 

 “Festival Toccata”                                          C. Thompson 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Jeremiah 23:16-29; Hebrew 11:17-31; 12:1-3; John 20:11-18 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3 Copyright © 2022 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Pete Jurchen        
 

Liturgist:    5:00 p.m. Cliff Bischoff 

     8:30 p.m. Bill Rusnak 

     11:00 a.m. Bill Rusnak   
      

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Adrienne Burton 

     11:00 a.m.    Audrey Luedtke                   
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Jonah Meyer   

     11:00 a.m. Jayden Hill     
 

Choir:     Summer Choir                            

  

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer   
 

Elder of the Week:   Matt Gahr 

 

Director of the Week:   Riane Cleveland 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*Day 3 Seeds  *Christian Friends of New Americans  *Food for the Poor 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp  Apple of His Eye                     Hope Center for Families 

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2021-2022 
 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

