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The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Fourth Sunday in Advent 
December 19 & 20, 2020 

5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Our attention to Advent is drawing to a close as we begin to glimpse at the story of 

Jesus’ birth prophesied in the Old Testament and proclaimed in the New Testament. The 

birth of Jesus is imminent. The salvation of Our Lord is near. Angel Gabriel gives us 

hope and comfort with these words spoken to Mary, “Nothing is impossible for God.”  

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”           setting for Handbells 

                                                               by John A. Behnke  

   

       
WELCOME 
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 PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN        
 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vv. 1, 4, 6, 7) (sung by soloist) 

 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear. (refrain) 

 

refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. (refrain) 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. (refrain) 

 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. (refrain) 

 
Public domain 
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Please stand 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and   

  unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  

  what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  

  loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  

  ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For  

  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew  

  us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your  

  ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 
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LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
“Advent Candlelight Carol” (sung by soloist)                                Page/Shafferman 

  

 Advent candle burning bright through the night,  

 shine your light of hope  

 telling people everywhere:  

 Soon the Savior comes, soon He will be here!  

 People gather and prepare  

 in the night with the light of hope.  

 

 Advent candle burning bright through the night,  

 shine your light of peace  

 telling people everywhere:  

 Soon the Savior comes, soon He will be here!  

 People gather and prepare  

 in the night with the light of peace.  

 

  Advent candle burning bright through the night,  

 shine your light of love  

 telling people everywhere:  

 Soon the Savior comes, soon He will be here!  

 People gather and prepare  

 in the night with the light of love.  

 

 Advent candle burning bright through the night,  

 shine your light of joy  

 telling people everywhere:  

 Soon the Savior comes, soon He will be here!  

 People gather and prepare  

 in the night with the light of joy.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

  

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come. Strengthen Your gift of faith in us, 

and keep us by Your power to be Your own; for You live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

   

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                     2 Samuel 7:1–11,16  

(The Lord’s covenant with David) 

                      
1 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, "Here I am, living in a palace of 

cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent." 3 Nathan replied to the king, "Whatever 

you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you." 4 That night the word 

of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:  

 
5 "Go and tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD says: Are you the one to build 

me a house to dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the 

Israelites up out of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent 

as my dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of 

their rulers whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, "Why have you not built 

me a house of cedar?"'  

 
8 "Now then, tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you 

from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have 

been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before 

you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men of the earth.  

                    (continued on next page) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/2-samuel/7.html
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10 And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can 

have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress 

them anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I 

appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.  

 

"'The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you:    

  
16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be 

established forever.'"                   
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

    

 

                                 
EPISTLE                                           Romans 16:25–27  

(Doxology) 

 
25 Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, 26 but now 

revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the 

eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him-- 27 to the only wise God be 

glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
               

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                          Luke 1:26–38  

(The birth of Jesus foretold) 

           
26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a 

virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 

virgin's name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are 

highly favored! The Lord is with you."  

 

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 

might be. 30 But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor 

with God. 31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 

God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 

 

 34 "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?"  

 

35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.  

36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was 

said to be barren is in her sixth month.37 For nothing is impossible with God."  

 

38 "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then 

the angel left her.        
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 

 

  
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
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Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 

 

 
After the Words of Institution are spoken, the bread and wine (sealed in a plastic chalice) will be distributed 

to communicants in the pew. Non-alcoholic elements have the letters “NA” written on the top of the 

chalice. 
 

Please wait to open the sealed chalice until after the bread and wine has been distributed to everyone. When 

all have received the bread and wine, we will all take the body of blood of Christ together at the same time. 
 

The ushers will collect the used communion cup when you are dismissed to leave after the closing hymn. 

 

  
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
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ANTHEM 
 356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came (sung by soloist) 
  

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 

“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, 

Most highly favored lady.” 

    Gloria! 
 

2 “For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 

All generations laud and honor thee; 

Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 

Most highly favored lady.” 

    Gloria! 
 

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 

“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 

“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.” 

Most highly favored lady, 

    Gloria!             

                                                                     

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 

In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn, 

And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say: 

“Most highly favored lady.” 

    Gloria! 

 
Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, we thank and praise You that You have again refreshed us with the gift of Your 

holy body and blood in this comforting sacrament. Bless our participation that we may depart 

from Your presence with peace and joy in the knowledge that we are reconciled to God. We ask 

this in Your name. Amen. 
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Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that 

for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and 

we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and 

minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve 

You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 

   

  
BENEDICTION    

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come 

  

1 Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, 

    Only hope for sinful mortals! 

Come, O Savior of the world! 

    Open are to Thee all portals. 

Come, Thy beauty let us see; 

Anxiously we wait for Thee. 

 

2 Enter now my waiting heart, 

    Glorious King and Lord most holy. 

Dwell in me and ne’er depart, 

    Though I am but poor and lowly. 

Ah, what riches will be mine 

When Thou art my guest divine! 

 

3 My hosannas and my palms 

    Graciously receive, I pray Thee; 

Evermore, as best I can, 

    Savior, I will homage pay Thee, 

And in faith I will embrace, 

Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace. 

 

4 Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! 

    Jesus, hear our supplication! 

Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, 

    Bring us blessing and salvation, 

That forever we may sing: 

Hail! Hosanna to our King. 

 
Public domain 
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POSTLUDE 
 “Veni, Emmanuel”                      setting by Robert J. Powell 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

 

 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Ellory Glenn      
 

Liturgist:    Theodore Laesch 

 

Singers:    Meagan Purcell 

     Allison Meyer 

     John Schmidt 
                            

Instrumentalists:   Jen Schmidt, flute 

     Meagan Purcell, violin 
    

Handbell Director:   Jen Schmidt 
 

Organist & Accompanist:  Kathleen Stahlhut    
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ellory Glenn, Vicar       369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 

     
 

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds*  Hope Center for Families*      Apple of His Eye* 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp       

                                                                                                                                 

                  * indicates special emphasis in 2020 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

