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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Second Sunday in Advent 
December 5, 2021 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded. 
 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
 Preparing for Christmas, we buy presents, attend social gatherings, decorate, and make 

plans to gather with family. In the middle of all our preparing, today the voice of John 

the Baptist rings out, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” Undergirding all the preparing we 

are doing is preparing for the Lord. John calls us to “bear fruits in keeping with 

repentance.” In worship, we do just that. We repent. We turn again to God, seeking His 

mercy, receiving His forgiveness, partaking of His grace.  

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 “Prepare the Royal Highway”               setting by Benjamin M. Culli  

  

 

 

 

WELCOME 

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 
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 PREPARATION  
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 354 Arise, O Christian People  

 

1 Arise, O Christian people! 

    Prepare yourselves today; 

Prepare to greet the Savior, 

    Who takes your sins away. 

To us by grace alone 

    The truth and light were given; 

    The promised Lord from heaven 

To all the world is shown.       

                                                            

2 Prepare the way before Him; 

    Prepare for Him the best. 

Cast out what would offend Him, 

    This great, this heav’nly guest. 

Make straight, make plain the way: 

    The lowly valleys raising, 

    The heights of pride abasing, 

His path all even lay. 

 

3 The humble heart and lowly 

    God raises up on high; 

Beneath His feet in terror 

    The haughty soul shall lie. 

The heart sincere and right, 

    That heeds God’s invitation 

    And makes true preparation— 

It is the Lord’s delight. 
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4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus; 

    Turn not from me aside, 

And help me to receive You 

    This blessèd Adventtide. 

From stall and manger low 

    Come now to dwell within me; 

    I’ll sing Your praises gladly 

And forth Your glory show. 

Text: Public domain 

 

 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and   

  unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  

  what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  

  loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  

  ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For  

  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew  

  us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your  

  ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

O Lord, let the lighting of these candle signify that You are the light that 

shines in all the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, 

guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

“Advent Candlelight Carol”                       arr. by Anna Page and Jean Shafferman 

 

Soloist:  Advent candle burning bright through the night, 

 Shine your light of hope telling people everywhere 

 Soon the Savior comes, soon He will be here! 

 People gather and prepare in the night with the light of hope. 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregation sings verse 2 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  
 

 Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 

Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure 

minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                         Malachi 3:1–7b 

(Malachi declares the coming of a Messenger, which would be fulfilled in John the Baptist.) 

      

  "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly 

the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom 

you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty.  

 
2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he 

will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of 

silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD 

will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and 

Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. 

 

 5 "So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, 

adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who 

oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me," 

says the LORD Almighty.  

 

                          (continued on next page) 

 



 6 

 

6 "I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever 

since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not 

kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you," says the LORD Almighty.                   
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

PSALM          Psalm 66:1-12 

Pastor:  Shout with joy to God, all the earth!  

People: Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!  
 

Pastor:  Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that  

  your enemies cringe before you.  

People: All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing  

  praise to your name."  
 

Pastor:  Come and see what God has done, how awesome his works in man's  

  behalf!  

People: He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the waters on  

  foot-- come, let us rejoice in him.  
 

Pastor:  He rules forever by his power, his eyes watch the nations-- let not the  

  rebellious rise up against him.  

People: Praise our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard; 
 

Pastor:  he has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping.  

People: For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver. 
  

Pastor:  You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our backs.  

People: You let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but  

  you brought us to a place of abundance. 
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EPISTLE            Philippians 1:2–11 

(Paul encourages that the Church be filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ.) 

      
2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always 

pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now,  
6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  
7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for 

whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's 

grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ 

Jesus.  

 
9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and 

depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 

blameless until the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes 

through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.  
               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/1.html
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ANTHEM 
“Comfort Ye My People”                                                                           Taylor Davis 

  

Comfort ye me people, 

Speak ye peace, saith our God. 

Comfort those who sit in darkness  

Mourning ‘neath their sorrow’s load. 

Speak ye to Jerusalem 

Of the peace that waits for them. 

Tell her that her sins I cover 

And that her warfare is over. 

  

The herald’s voice is crying 

In the desert far and near, 

Biding all men repentance 

Since now the kingdom is here. 

Oh, that warning cry obey! 

Now prepare for God away! 

Let the valleys rise in meeting 

And the hills bow down in greeting. 

  

Make ye straight what long was crooked, 

Make the rough places plain. 

Let your hearts be comforted 

As befits God’s holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord 

Now o’er the earth’s shed abroad, 

And all flesh shall see the token 

That God’s word is never, ever broken. 
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                            Luke 3:1–14   

(John the Baptist urges everyone to repent, and he points to Jesus.) 

 
1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar--when Pontius Pilate was governor 

of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, 

and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene-- 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3 He went into all the 

country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 4 As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

 

 "A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths 

for him. 5 Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked 

roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. 6 And all mankind will see God's 

salvation.'"  

 
7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 

And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you 

that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9 The ax is already at the 

root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 

thrown into the fire."  

 
10 "What should we do then?" the crowd asked.  

 
11 John answered, "The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and 

the one who has food should do the same."  

 
12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?" 

 
13 "Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told them.  

                                          (continued on next page)    

http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3.html
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14 Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" He replied, "Don't extort 

money and don't accuse people falsely--be content with your pay."    
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE WORD 
          344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry  
 

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings 

Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare 

For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away 

Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 

And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face 

Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 

∆ 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 

Whose advent sets Thy people free, 

Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 
Text: Public domain 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
  

 
Please stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

  
 

OFFERING 
 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”       setting by Charles W. Ore 

 

 

 
Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

   
BENEDICTION    

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 
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RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 343 Prepare the Royal Highway 
  

1 Prepare the royal highway; 

    The King of kings is near! 

Let ev’ry hill and valley 

    A level road appear! 

Then greet the King of Glory 

Foretold in sacred story: (Refrain) 

 

ref Hosanna to the Lord, 

For He fulfills God’s Word! 

 

2 God’s people, see Him coming: 

    Your own eternal king! 

Palm branches strew before Him! 

    Spread garments! Shout and sing! 

God’s promise will not fail you! 

No more shall doubt assail you! (Refrain) 

 

3 Then fling the gates wide open 

    To greet your promised king! 

Your king, yet ev’ry nation 

    Its tribute too should bring. 

All lands, bow down before Him! 

All nations, now adore Him! (Refrain)         

 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; 

    It comes from heav’n above. 

His rule is peace and freedom 

    And justice, truth, and love. 

So let your praise be sounding 

For kindness so abounding: (Refrain) 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-

EKAFZ 
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POSTLUDE 
 “Prepare the Royal Highway”               setting by Ryan Meyer 

 

 

 
Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Zephaniah 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 7:18-28 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve 

worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 

Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 

 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series c, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Ellory Glenn        
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Alex Goodwin   

     8:30 a.m. Theodore Laesch   

     11:00 a.m. James Marriott       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Earl Wendt 

     11:00 a.m.    Christy Boehmer                   
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Jayden Hill   

     11:00 a.m. David Briley     
 

Singers:    5:00 p.m. Lynda Christian  

     8:30 a.m. Denise Koch 

     11:00 a.m. Matt McEuen                             

    

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*Day 3 Seeds  *Christian Friends of New Americans  *Food for the Poor 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp  Apple of His Eye                     Hope Center for Families 

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2021-2022 
 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

