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Second Sunday in Advent
December 5 & 6, 2020
5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m.

AS WE GATHER

Advent is a time God uses to prepare us to celebrate the coming of His Son, our Savior,
Jesus. Through His incarnation, Jesus has taken on human flesh in order to save fallen
humanity. We shall kneel at the name of Jesus, astonished at the very presence of God in
human flesh. And as we bear witness to the unfolding of this Nativity drama, God calls

us to repent of our sin that has prompted the need for redemption through the coming
Child, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

PRELUDE
“O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” setting by Donald Busarow

WELCOME



" PREPARATION %

OPENING HYMN
347  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People (sung by soloist)

1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people,
Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God;
“Comfort those who sit in darkness,
Mourning neath their sorrows’ load.
Speak ye to Jerusalem
Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins I cover
And her warfare now is over.”

3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying

In the desert far and near,

Calling sinners to repentance,
Since the Kingdom now is here.

O that warning cry obey!

Now prepare for God a way;
Let the valleys rise to meet Him
And the hills bow down to greet Him.

4 Make ye straight what long was crooked;

Make the rougher places plain.

Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits His holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord

Now o’er earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That His Word is never broken.

Public domain



Please stand

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: The Lord is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone
to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9b)
People: Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults. Keep Your

servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. (Psalm 19:12-13a)
Pastor: Today we are called to confess our sins with repentant hearts.

Almighty and all merciful God,

People: we confess before You and in the presence of our sisters and brothers
in Christ that we are sinners, sinful from birth. We do not always live
the godly and holy lives You call us to live. We are not spotless,
blameless, or at peace apart from You. So, Lord, we repent of our sin.
Forgive us for the sake of Jesus.

Pastor: Hear words of comfort, people of God: Your sin has been paid for by the
blood of Jesus. For Jesus” sake, in His stead, and by His command, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, % Son, and Holy
Spirit. Go in peace!

People: Amen. Thanks be to God!



LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
“Advent Candlelight Carol” (sung by soloist) Page/Shafferman

Advent candle burning bright through the night,
shine your light of hope

telling people everywhere:

Soon the Savior comes, soon He will be here!
People gather and prepare

in the night with the light of hope.

Advent candle burning bright through the night,
shine your light of peace

telling people everywhere:

Soon the Savior comes, soon He will be here!
People gather and prepare

in the night with the light of peace.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts by Your mighty Word and Spirit, O Lord, that we may
be prepared to receive Your gifts of life and salvation through the
forgiveness of our sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.



H WORD ¥

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1-11
(Comfort for God’s people)

! Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. ? Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and
proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for,
that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.

3 A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in
the wilderness a highway for our God. # Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain
and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain.

5> And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it. For
the mouth of the LORD has spoken."

¢ A voice says, "Cry out." And I said, "What shall I cry?" "All men are like grass, and all
their glory is like the flowers of the field. 7 The grass withers and the flowers fall,
because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass. ® The grass
withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God stands forever."

? You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good
tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the
towns of Judah, "Here is your God!" '° See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and
his arm rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him
1 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them
close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/40.html

EPISTLE 2 Peter 3:8-14
(The day of the Lord will come.)

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand
years, and a thousand years are like a day. ° The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise,
as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar;
the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid
bare.

11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?
You ought to live holy and godly lives 2 as you look forward to the day of God and
speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and
the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.

14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be
found spotless, blameless and at peace with him.

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/2-peter/3.html

Please stand

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8

(John the Baptist prepares the way.)
! The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2 It is written in Isaiah the prophet: "I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way"-- 3 "a voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him."

* And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. > The whole Judean countryside and all the people
of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the
Jordan River. ¢ John wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his message: "After me will
come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop
down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit."

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/1.html

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD



Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

++ + Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

® SACRAMENT %

In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine. The two great
blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life. In
response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.
There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to
answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?
2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior? 3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life? If you
agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of me.

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

After the Words of Institution are spoken, the bread and wine (sealed in a plastic chalice) will be distributed
to communicants in the pew. Non-alcoholic elements have the letters “NA” written on the top of the
chalice.

Please wait to open the sealed chalice until after the bread and wine has been distributed to everyone. When
all have received the bread and wine, we will all take the body of blood of Christ together at the same time.

The ushers will collect the used communion cup when you are dismissed to leave after the closing hymn.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

ANTHEM
“He Shall Feed His Flock Like a Shepherd” John Ness Beck
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SILENT PRAYER
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts:

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and
blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth
received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the
forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen

Please stand

PRAYER

Pastor: Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the
feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us
firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day
of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
People: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

343
1
Refrain
2
3
4

Prepare the Royal Highway

Prepare the royal highway;
The King of kings is near!
Let ev'ry hill and valley
A level road appear!
Then greet the King of Glory
Foretold in sacred story:

Hosanna to the Lord,
For He fulfills God’s Word!

God’s people, see Him coming;
Your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before Him!
Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you!
No more shall doubt assail you! (Refrain)

Then fling the gates wide open
To greet your promised king!
Your king, yet ev'ry nation
Its tribute too should bring.
All lands, bow down before Him!
All nations, now adore Him! (Refrain)

His is no earthly kingdom;
It comes from heav'n above.
His rule is peace and freedom
And justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding
For kindness so abounding: (Refrain)

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission.
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POSTLUDE
Festive Postlude on “Prepare the Royal Highway”

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading;:
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; I Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service
Builder.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Serving at Chapel

Preacher: Theodore Laesch
Liturgists: 5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch
8:30 a.m. Theodore Laesch

11:00 a.m. James Marriott

Singer: Denise Koch
Instrumentalist: Lynda Christian, oboe

Organist & Accompanist: Ryan Meyer



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 741-3737 www.chapelofthecross.org
Email: office@chapelofthecross.org

Worship and Christian Education
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1 and 3" and 5" Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m.,
the 2" and 4" and 5" Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,
and the 1% and 3" and 5" Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth — 9:45 a.m.

Chapel Ministry Staff

Home Phone E-mail
Theodore Laesch, Pastor 355-0688  pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth (972) 741-5978 james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org
Ellory Glenn, Vicar 369-8014  ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
Ryan Meyer, Director of Music 839-0306  ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org
Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry 200-9797  bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org
Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant 921-1107  pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org
Norman Meyer, Pastoral Assistant 499-4032  pastormeyer@chapelofthecross.org

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord. 355-0688  family@chapelofthecross.org

Missions
Chabpel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations:

Day 3 Seeds* Hope Center for Families* Apple of His Eye*
Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary Friend of Moms
Sidewalk Sunday School Lutherans for Life KFUO Radio
Chapel Summer Camp

* indicates special emphasis in 2020

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the
English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
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