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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!

To Our Visitors
We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! We are happy to have

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is
shared will assist you in the week ahead. If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you
would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home. May God bless your week!

Nursery

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for
your use. The worship service is broadcast to the nursery. An usher will be happy to show you
where it is located.

Sunday School and Bible Study
We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible
studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m. Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level. Check the

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations. An usher will be happy to take you to the
appropriate place.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross. If you have

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with
the Pastor before the service. Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a
blessing.

Sound Enhancement Devices
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available. Please ask an usher
for a personal receiver.

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of
North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ.




Second Sunday in Advent

December 7 & 8, 2024
5:00 p.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Please note: The 11:00 a.m. worship service is live streamed and recorded.

AS WE GATHER

In this month of December, we find ourselves getting ready and preparing for many
things, such as gatherings with family and friends, gifts to get and give to others,
traditional treats to be made, and decorations for the season. The foremost preparation,
of course, is for our Savior’s birth. Today we are reminded of another time of
preparation that would be after Jesus” birth and prior to His earthly ministry —that of
John the Baptist, who would prepare for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. In our
busy times of preparing to celebrate this season, today we draw our focus on and give
thanks for the one who would raise valleys, level mountains, and make straight the
paths for Him.

PRELUDE
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” setting by Charles W. Ore

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be
spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some
may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a
verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile.



" PREPARATION %

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

Please stand
ENTRANCE HYMN
343  Prepare the Royal Highway

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Since we have such a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus Christ our Lord, let us with confidence draw near to God,
that we may receive mercy and find grace in time of need.

People: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your lovingkindness. In Your
great mercy, wash away our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin.
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do
not remove us from Your presence; do not take Your Spirit away.
Restore to us the joy of Your salvation, and sustain us with Your Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor: God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ
to all who confess their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH John 1:5,9; 14:27; Luke 2:14;

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Psalm 4:6-8

We light our second Advent candle as we prepare for the arrival of the
Savior, who would come to His people in human flesh and who promises
to come again. In a world of darkness, a light shines. Jesus Christ is the
light of the world.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

The second Advent candle has been known by a few different names,
including the Bethlehem candle, the preparation candle, and the candle of
peace. As we await the angelic proclamation of “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased,” we
rejoice in the present reality of the peace Christ has assured in and
through Him until perfect and eternal peace is ushered in upon His
return. In this season, and until that day, we find comfort in His
assurance: “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. Not as the
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let
them be afraid.”

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

Guided by the light of peace, we respond with the psalmist: “There are
many who say, “Who will show us some good? Lift up the light of Your
face upon us, O LORD!

You have put more joy in my heart than they have when their grain and
wine abound.

In peace I will both lie down and sleep;
for You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.”

Two Advent candles are lit.

(continued on next page)



HYMN
357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times didst give the Law
In cloud and majesty and awe.

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,
And give them vict'ry o’er the grave. Refrain

Text: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray.

People: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-

begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with
pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



 WORD ¥

OLD TESTAMENT READING Malachi 3:1-7b
(The messenger to prepare the way of the Lord)

1"See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly
the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom
you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty.

2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he
will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. * He will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD
will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, * and the offerings of Judah and
Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years.

5"So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers,
adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who
oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me,"
says the LORD Almighty.

¢ "] the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever
since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not
kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you," says the LORD Almighty.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

EPISTLE

Psalm 66:1-12
Shout with joy to God, all the earth!
Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!

Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! So great is your power that
your enemies cringe before you.

All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, they sing
praise to your name."

Come and see what God has done, how awesome his works in man's
behalf!

He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the waters on
foot-- come, let us rejoice in him.

He rules forever by his power, his eyes watch the nations-- let not the
rebellious rise up against him.
Praise our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard;

he has preserved our lives and kept our feet from slipping.
For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver.

You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our backs.
You let men ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but
you brought us to a place of abundance.

Philippians 1:2-11
(Paul’s thanksgiving and prayer)

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

3] thank my God every time I remember you. * In all my prayers for all of you, I always
pray with joy ® because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, ¢
being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/1.html

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for
whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God's
grace with me. ® God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ
Jesus.

? And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and
depth of insight, 1* so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and
blameless until the day of Christ, " filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ--to the glory and praise of God.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
HYMN

331 The Advent of Our King

1 The advent of our King
Our prayers must now employ,
And we must hymns of welcome sing
In strains of holy joy.

4 Asjudge, on clouds of light,
He soon will come again
And His true members all unite
With Him in heav’n to reign.

5 Before the dawning day
Let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away,
The new self now put on.

Text: Public domain


http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/1.html

Please stand

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 3:1-14

(John the Baptist prepares the way)

!In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar--when Pontius Pilate was governor
of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis,
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene-- 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3 He went into all the
country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. ¢ As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet:

"A voice of one calling in the desert, Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths
for him. ° Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked
roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. ¢ And all mankind will see God's
salvation."

7 John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the coming wrath? & Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.
And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you
that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. ° The ax is already at the
root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and
thrown into the fire."

10 "What should we do then?" the crowd asked.

11 John answered, "The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and
the one who has food should do the same."


http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3.html

12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?"
13"Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told them.
14 Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?"

He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people falsely--be content with your

pay-

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
HYMN

344  On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’'s Cry

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Sermon notes:




Please stand

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

++ + Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

10



OFFERING
During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew

“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” setting by Matthew Machemer

Please stand
OFFERTORY
524 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds

1 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
In a believer’s ear!
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,
And drives away our fear.

2 It makes the wounded spirit whole
And calms the heart’s unrest;
"Tis manna to the hungry soul
And to the weary, rest.

Text: Public domain

® SACRAMENT %

In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine. The two great
blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life. In
response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.
There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to
answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?
2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior? 3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life? If you
agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament.

11



PREFACE
Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord whose way John the Baptist prepared when he
called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth
and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious
song:

SANCTUS (Holy, holy, holy)
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of me.

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

13



AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes
down the aisle.

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants
may take whichever is preferred. If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the
communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the
alcohol in wine.
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
347  Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

SILENT PRAYER
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts:

Lord God of mercy, I give You thanks for the body and blood of Your Son; for the Word by which
You give me forgiveness; for Your promises by which You give me life. May the gifts of Your
heavenly banquet fortify me against the Evil One and strengthen me in the face of the world.
Help me to live as one who hungers for Your grace, who thirsts after righteousness, who longs to
taste of Your goodness, that I may sit at Your table at the heavenly feast which has no end. In
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and * give you peace.
People: Amen.
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Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
936  Sing Praise to the God of Israel

POSTLUDE
“Prepare the Royal Highway” setting by Ryan Meyer

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading;:
Zephaniah 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 7:18-28
Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-
GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1 Copyright © 2024 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Serving at Chapel

Preacher: Samuel Wondemu
Liturgist: Ellory Glenn
Lectors: 8:30 a.m. Bill Westbrook

11:00 a.m. Jen Schmidt

Acolytes: 8:30 a.m. Nathan Runser
11:00 a.m. Emma Runser
Singer: 8:30 a.m. Denise Koch

Organist & Accompanist: Ryan Meyer



