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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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 The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
February 13 & 14, 2021 

5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m. 

 

AS WE GATHER 

There is nothing quite like being an eyewitness, giving a special perspective to share on 

the event. Peter writes about being on the Mount of Transfiguration as he, James, and 

John were privileged to have a special vision of the Lord Jesus Christ. He states: “We 

were eyewitnesses of His majesty. For when He received honor and glory from God the 

Father, and the voice was borne to Him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is My beloved Son, 

with whom I am well pleased,’ we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, 

for we were with Him on the holy mountain” (2 Peter 1:16b–18). Today, through the 

words of Scripture, we, too, become eyewitnesses and are given a glimpse of glory in the 

vision of our transfigured Lord! 

 

  

 

PRELUDE 
 “Beautiful Savior”                                                  arr. for handbells by Linda Scholes  

  

        
WELCOME 
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 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN        
 413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair (sung by the soloist) 

 

1 O wondrous type! O vision fair 

Of glory that the Church may share, 

Which Christ upon the mountain shows, 

Where brighter than the sun He glows! 

 

3 With shining face and bright array 

Christ deigns to manifest today 

What glory shall be theirs above 

Who joy in God with perfect love. 

 

4 And faithful hearts are raised on high 

By this great vision’s mystery, 

For which in joyful strains we raise 

The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise. 

 

5 O Father, with the_eternal Son 

And Holy Spirit ever one, 

We pray Thee, bring us by Thy grace 

To see Thy glory face to face. 

 
Public domain 
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Please stand 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: O God, our Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean and that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 

People: Have mercy on us, and forgive us, O Lord. 

 

Leader: We confess that we have not always brought glory to You through our 

words and our deeds. 

People: Have mercy on us, and forgive us, O Lord. 

 

Leader: We repent of all that is sinful in our lives, both that which we know and 

those things unknown to us that are against Your righteous laws. 

People: Have mercy on us, and forgive us, O Lord. 

 

Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and  

  for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus  

  Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows 

  on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work  

  in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 803 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee (sung by the soloist) 

  

 1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, 

    God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 

    Praising Thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

    Drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

    Fill us with the light of day. 

 

 3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

    Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 

    Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

    Fountainhead of love divine: 

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! 

    Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 

 
Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 

 

God of grace and glory, before Your Son turned His face to Jerusalem and 

Mount Calvary, on another mountain You revealed His glory as He 

appeared with Moses and Elijah. Sustain Your Church both by His glory 

and also by Your grace, and help us to reflect the glory of Your love to all; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                           2 Kings 2:1–12  

(Elijah goes up to heaven in a whirlwind.) 
                    
1 When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and 

Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; the LORD has 

sent me to Bethel."  

 

But Elisha said, "As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you." So 

they went down to Bethel. 

 

 3 The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, "Do you know 

that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?" 

 

 "Yes, I know," Elisha replied, "but do not speak of it." 

        
4 Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho. 

" And he replied, "As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you." So 

they went to Jericho. 

 

 5 The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, "Do you 

know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?"  

 

"Yes, I know," he replied, "but do not speak of it."  

 
6 Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan." 

 

 And he replied, "As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you." So 

the two of them walked on. 

 

 7 Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the 

place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it 

up and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the 

two of them crossed over on dry ground. 

                                            (continued on next page) 
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 9 When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me, what can I do for you before I 

am taken from you?"  

 

"Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit," Elisha replied.  

 
10 "You have asked a difficult thing," Elijah said, "yet if you see me when I am taken from 

you, it will be yours--otherwise not." 

 

 11 As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and 

horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a 

whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, "My father! My father! The chariots and 

horsemen of Israel!" And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes 

and tore them apart. 
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.   
 

EPISTLE                                  2 Corinthians 3:12–13; 4:1–6  

(Paul writes of God’s people being transformed.) 

               
12 Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who 

would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance 

was fading away.                          

  
1 Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart.  
2 Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do 

we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we 

commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our 

gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded 

the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 

Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Let light shine 

out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge 

of the glory of God in the face of Christ.                        
               

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 
 416 Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory (sung by the soloist) 

  

1 Swiftly pass the clouds of glory, 

    Heaven’s voice, the dazzling light; 

Moses and Elijah vanish; 

    Christ alone commands the height! 

Peter, James, and John fall silent, 

    Turning from the summit’s rise 

Downward toward the shadowed valley 

    Where their Lord has fixed His eyes. 

 

2 Glimpsed and gone the revelation, 

    They shall gain and keep its truth, 

Not by building on the mountain 

    Any shrine or sacred booth, 

But by following the Savior 

    Through the valley to the cross 

And by testing faith’s resilience 

    Through betrayal, pain, and loss. 

 

3 Lord, transfigure our perception 

    With the purest light that shines, 

And recast our life’s intentions 

    To the shape of Your designs, 

Till we seek no other glory 

    Than what lies past Calv’ry’s hill 

And our living and our dying 

    And our rising by Your will. 

 
© 1994 Oxford University Press. Used by permission. 
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Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  Mark 9:2–9  

(Jesus is transfigured on a high mountaintop.) 

              
2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high  

mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His  

clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 

 4 And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 

 

 5 Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters— 

one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." 6 (He did not know what to say, they  

were so frightened.) 

 

 7 Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is 

my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!"  

 
8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except 

Jesus. 

 

 9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell  

anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.    
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/mark/9.html
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

 

  
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

   
BENEDICTION    

Leader:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness 

  

1 Alleluia, song of gladness, 

    Voice of joy that cannot die; 

Alleluia is the anthem 

    Ever raised by choirs on high; 

In the house of God abiding 

    Thus they sing eternally. 

 

2 Alleluia, thou resoundest, 

    True Jerusalem and free; 

Alleluia, joyful mother, 

    All thy children sing with thee, 

But by Babylon’s sad waters 

    Mourning exiles now are we. 

 

3 Alleluia cannot always 

    Be our song while here below; 

Alleluia, our transgressions 

    Make us for a while forgo; 

For the solemn time is coming 

    When our tears for sin must flow. 

 

4 Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee, 

    Grant us, blessèd Trinity, 

At the last to keep Thine Easter 

    With Thy faithful saints on high; 

There to Thee forever singing 

    Alleluia joyfully. 

 
Public domain 
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POSTLUDE 
 “I Want to Be Ready”                arranged by Charles Callahan 

            (from IV. Postlude on Two Spirituals) 

 

 

 
Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Genesis 22:1-18; James 1:12-18; Mark 1:9-15 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch     
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch 

     8:30 a.m. Jake Bellinghausen 

     11:00 a.m. James Marriott 
 

Singers:    Lynda Christian 
                             

Instrumentalist:   Nate Laesch, trumpet 
    

Handbell Director:   Jen Schmidt 
 

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ellory Glenn, Vicar       369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 

     
 

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds*  Hope Center for Families*      Apple of His Eye* 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp       

                                                                                                                                 

                  * indicates special emphasis in 2020 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

