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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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First Sunday in Lent 
February 25 & 26, 2023 

5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m. 

 
Please note: The 8:30 a.m. worship service is live streamed and recorded.  

 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
The forty-day temptation of Jesus in the desert reminds us of our own Lenten 

pilgrimage, a time of wilderness testing for us as well. With Jesus, we rely on God’s 

Word to overcome the wiles of the devil, trusting in Christ for strength and guidance. 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 Variations on “A Mighty Fortress”  

  

 

        

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

 

Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 418 O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days 

 

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our  

  sins to God our Father, imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus  

  Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 

 

Leader: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 

People: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Leader: Almighty God, merciful Father: 

People: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to You all my sins and   

  iniquities with which I have offended You and for which I justly  

  deserve Your punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them,  

  and pray for Your boundless mercy.  

 

  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me,  

  a poor sinful being; forgive my sins, give me Your Holy Spirit for the  

  amendment of my sinful life, and bring me to life everlasting. Amen. 
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Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and  

  for His sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus  

  Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on  

  them the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

  

 

 

 

KYRIE 
 “Lord, Have Mercy”                                        Dinah Reindorf  

 

Soloist:  Lord, have mercy. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 

People: Christ, have mercy. 

  Christ, have mercy. 

  Christ, have mercy. 

  Christ, have mercy. 

 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Lord, have mercy. 

  Lord, have mercy. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Leader: Let us pray. 

People: O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church 

that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this 

world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                          Genesis 3:1–15 

(The fall into sin of Adam and Eve) 
                          
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had 

made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the 

garden'?"  

 
2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but 

God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 

and you must not touch it, or you will die.'"  

 
4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when 

you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 

evil."  

 
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 

eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some 

to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were 

opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 

coverings for themselves.  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/3.html
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8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the 

garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the 

garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?"  

 
10 He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I 

hid."  

 
11 And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?"  

 
12 The man said, "The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the 

tree, and I ate it."  

 
13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?"  

The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 

 
14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, 

 

 "Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your 

belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you 

and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you 

will strike his heel."  
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM                                  Psalm 32:1-7 

Leader:  Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  

People: Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him and 

  in whose spirit is no deceit.  
  

Leader: When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day  

  long.   

People: For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was  

  sapped as in the heat of summer.  
                                         (continued on next page) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/3.html
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Leader: Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity.  

People: I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD"-- and you   

  forgave the guilt of my sin.  
   

Leader: Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to you while you may be found; 

  surely when the mighty waters rise, they will not reach him.    

People: You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and   

  surround me with songs of deliverance.  

 

 

ANTHEM (8:30 a.m.) 

 “Lord, I Need You”                                Carson, Nockels, Maher, Reeves, & Stanfill 

  

  Lord, I come, I confess. 

  Bowing here, I find my rest. 

  And without You, I fall apart. 

  You're the one that guides my heart. 

  

Chorus:  Lord, I need You, oh, I need You. 

  Ev'ry hour I need You. 

  My one defense, my righteousness, 

  Oh God, how I need You. 

  

  Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more. 

  Where grace is found is where You are. 

  And where You are, Lord, I am free. 

  Holiness is Christ in me. (Chorus) 

  

  So, teach my song to rise to You 

  When temptation comes my way. 

  And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on You. 

  Jesus, You're my hope and stay. (Chorus) 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/32.html
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EPISTLE                                                       Romans 5:12–19  

(The life-giving work of Christ is for our justification.) 

 
12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and 

in this way death came to all men, because all sinned-- 13 for before the law was given, 

sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law. 14 

Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over 

those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the 

one to come.  

 
15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, 

how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, 

Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the 

one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift 

followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one 

man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's 

abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one 

man, Jesus Christ.  

 
18 Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also 

the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19 For 

just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also 

through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 

               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

GRADUAL 
 569 In Adam We Have All Been One 
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Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                              Matthew 4:1–11 

(Jesus is led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted.) 

  
1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 2 After 

fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, 

"If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."  

 

4 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word 

that comes from the mouth of God.'" 

 

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the 

temple. 6 "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: 

"'He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, 

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"  

 

7 Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 

 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 

the world and their splendor. 9 "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down 

and worship me."  

 

10 Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your 

God, and serve him only.'" 

 

11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.       
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN 
             656 A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

Sermon notes: 
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OFFERING 
 “I’ve Got Peace Like a River”                 setting by Charles Callahan 

 

 

 

 

 
Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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BENEDICTION    
Leader:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
             964     Lift Every Voice and Sing 

 

 

 

   

POSTLUDE 
 Postlude on “I Want to Be Ready”                  setting by Charles Callahan 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Genesis 12:1-9; Romans 4:1-8, 13-17; John 3:1-17 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
“Lord, I Need You”   CCLI Song # 5925687 Christy Nockels, Daniel Carson, Jesse Reeves, 
Kristian Stanfill & Matt Maher   © 2011 sixsteps Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
Sweater Weather Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)   Thankyou Music 
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)   Valley Of Songs Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
worshiptogether.com songs (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 11301522 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
http://worshiptogether.com/
https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch       
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch   

     8:30 a.m. Jacob Anderson   

     11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Adrienne Burton     
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Jonah Meyer   

     11:00 a.m. Nyla Hill     
 

Soloist:     8:30 a.m. Ted Laesch 
                            

Instrumentalist:   Bud Shultz, clarinet 
    

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
                                  

Elder of the Week:   Jon Rogers  
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*L.A.M.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries & Pilots  

*Lutheran Bible Translators  * Helping Hands Food Pantry     

Concordia Seminary                               Friend of Moms                         Food for the Poor 

Day 3 Seeds                                              Lutherans for Life                                    KFUO Radio       

Chapel Summer Camp     Apple of His Eye     

  

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2023 
 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 


