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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!

To Our Visitors
We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! We are happy to have

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is
shared will assist you in the week ahead. If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you
would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home. May God bless your week!

Nursery

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for
your use. The worship service is broadcast to the nursery. An usher will be happy to show you
where it is located.

Sunday School and Bible Study
We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible
studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m. Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level. Check the

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations. An usher will be happy to take you to the
appropriate place.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross. If you have

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with
the Pastor before the service. Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a
blessing.

Sound Enhancement Devices
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available. Please ask an usher
for a personal receiver.

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of
North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ.




The Baptism of Our Lord
January 12, 2025
11:00 a.m.

Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.

AS WE GATHER

Today is the first of the bookends that mark the Epiphany season —the Baptism of Our
Lord and His Transfiguration. In common is the command from God to “listen to Him.”
We begin our journey of listening to the Lord, learning from those who went before,
acknowledging the revelation of the Lamb of God in baptismal water, and looking to
Him, the Word made flesh. In His Baptism, our Lord was not washed because He was
unclean but because we are. The Father saw the prophetic words of Isaiah fulfilled in the
water of the Jordan, and He claimed Jesus as His own Son and our appointed Redeemer.
“You are Mine,” said the Lord to Jesus. Because He said those words to Jesus, they are
now addressed to us—the people for whom Jesus was baptized.

PRELUDE
“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” setting by Jeffrey Blersch

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be
spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some
may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a
verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile.



" PREPARATION %

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
405  To]Jordan’s River Came Our Lord

1 To Jordan’s river came our Lord,
The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored,
The God from God, the Light from Light,
The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might.

3 As]Jesus in the Jordan stood
And John baptized the Lamb of God,
The Holy Spirit, heav'nly dove,
Descended on Him from above.

4 Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound
Came God’s own voice with words profound:
“This is My Son,” was His decree,

“The one I love, who pleases Me.”

6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ



INVOCATION

Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Dear friends, we were buried into Christ by Baptism into His death and
raised with Him to newness of life. Let us confess our sins and renew the
solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once
renounced the devil and all his works and ways and were made members
of the Holy Christian Church.

Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
Yes, I renounce him.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord?

Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into
hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.

Do you confess that you are a sinner in thought, word, and deed, and do
you plea for God’s forgiveness on account of Christ?

Yes, Lord, have mercy on us and forgive us our sins.

(continued on next page)



Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Pastor: Is it your purpose to continue steadfast in the Christian faith and in the
promise of Your Baptism and, as a member of the church, to be diligent in
the use of the means of grace and prayer?

People: Yes, with the help of God.

Pastor: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you
the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your
sins, strengthen you with His grace to life everlasting.

People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

We Know That Christ is Raised

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more.
Embraced by death, He broke its fearful hold;
And our despair He turned to blazing joy.

Alleluia!

2 We share by water in His saving death.
Reborn, we share with Him an Easter life
As living members of a living Christ.
Alleluia!

3  The Father’s splendor clothes the Son with life.
The Spirit’s power shakes the Church of God.
Baptized, we live with God the Three in One.

Alleluia!

Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray.

People: Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You

proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy
Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling
as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

H WORD ¥*

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 43:1-7

(“I have called you by name, you are Mine.”)

1 But now, this is what the LORD says-- he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed
you, O Israel: "Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you
are mine. 2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass
through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you
will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. * For I am the LORD, your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your ransom, Cush and Seba in
your stead. 4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you, I
will give men in exchange for you, and people in exchange for your life. > Do not be
afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from
the west. ¢ I will say to the north, 'Give them up!" and to the south, 'Do not hold them
back.' Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth-- 7 everyone
who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made."

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



PSALM
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:
People:

Pastor:

People:

EPISTLE

Psalm 29
Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and
strength.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the
splendor of his holiness.

The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the
LORD thunders over the mighty waters.
The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is majestic.

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks in pieces the
cedars of Lebanon.
He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, Sirion like a young wild ox.

The voice of the LORD strikes with flashes of lightning.
The voice of the LORD shakes the desert; the LORD shakes the Desert
of Kadesh.

The voice of the LORD twists the oaks and strips the forests bare.
And in his temple all cry, "Glory!"

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD is enthroned as King
forever.

The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his people
with peace.

Romans 6:1-11

(By Baptism, we were united with Christ into His death and resurrection.)

! What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no
means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of
us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? * We were
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.



5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united
with him in his resurrection. * For we know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin--
7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. ¢ For we know
that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has
mastery over him. 1 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he
lives to God.

1 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 3:15-22

(Jesus is baptized in the Jordan River by John.)

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John
might possibly be the Christ. ' John answered them all, "I baptize you with water. But
one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to
untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 7 His winnowing fork is in
his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." '® And with many other words John exhorted
the people and preached the good news to them.

(continued on next page)


http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3.html

19 But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his brother's wife,
and all the other evil things he had done, 2 Herod added this to them all: He locked John
up in prison.

2t When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was
praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like
a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am
well pleased."

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
HYMN

404 Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

++ + Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/3.html

INSTALLATION OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND ELDERS

OFFERING
During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew

“Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered” setting by Walter L. Pelz

Please stand

OFFERTORY
599 O Gracious Lord, with Love Draw Near

1 O gracious Lord, with love draw near
To these, Your children gathered here;
The Spirit's gift in them renew:
The gift of faith that clings to You.

2 Sustain the work You have begun
In these united to Your Son,
For in that pure baptismal flood
They have been cleansed by Jesus’ blood.

Text: © 2003 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no.
VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ



H SACRAMENT =

In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine. The two great
blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life. In
response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.
There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to
answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?
2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior? 3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life? If you
agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament.

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from
heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son, and the Holy Spirit
descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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SANCTUS (Holy, holy, holy)
507  Holy, Holy, Holy
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God in three  per - sons, bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!
Which wert and art and ev - er - more shalt be.

Text and tune: Public domain

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of me.

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
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peace, grant us Your peace, grant us Your peace.

Text: © 1975 International Consultation on English Texts. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-
GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ
Tune: © 2001 Paul D. Weber. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ
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If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes
down the aisle.

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants
may take whichever is preferred. If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the
communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the
alcohol in wine.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
735 Have No Fear, Little Flock
594  God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

SILENT PRAYER
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts:

Dear Lord Jesus, we thank and praise You that You have again refreshed us with the gift of Your
holy body and blood in this comforting sacrament. Bless our participation that we may depart
from Your presence with peace and joy in the knowledge that we are reconciled to God. We ask
this in Your name. Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-
kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and
we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.
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BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and % give you peace.
People: Amen.

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized
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makes us ho - ly, right, and good Be - fore ourheav’'n-ly Fa - ther
Bap - tism stands and makes you whole And then in death com-pletes you.
glo - rious robe of righ-teous-ness Be-stowedon you for-ev - er!

Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-
EKAFZ Tune: Public domain
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POSTLUDE
Fugue on “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” setting by John A. Behnke

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading;:
Isaiah 62:1-5; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OnelLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-
GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series ¢, Quarter 1 Copyright © 2024 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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