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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 



 

1 

 

Third Sunday After The Epiphany 
January 26, 2025 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.   

 

AS WE GATHER 
Epiphany is the season of revelation. From the visit of the Magi to the baptism of Jesus 

to the miracle of water into wine, we see the Lord reveal Himself as the promised Savior. 

In today’s liturgy we encounter Jesus in the synagogue, reading the prophecy of Isaiah, 

and announcing its fulfillment in His flesh and blood. Once again we see what 

Emmanuel (God with us) means. Jesus is not simply the fulfillment of the promise but 

the embodiment of that promise. Through Him God plants us in His Kingdom and 

displays the splendor of His saving grace. 

  

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “Glorious Things of You are Spoken”                           setting by Kevin Hildebrand  

    

      
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

 

Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 583 God has Spoken by His Prophets 

 

 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive  

  our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and   

  unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by  

  what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not  

  loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as  

  ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For  

  the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew  

  us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your  

  ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His  

  sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of  

  Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the  

  name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 537 Beautiful Savior 
  

1 Beautiful Savior, 

    King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Truly I’d love Thee, 

    Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

  

4 Beautiful Savior, 

    Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Glory and honor, 

    Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

People: Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities 

and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                          Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10 

(They taught the Word of the Lord clearly so that the people might understand.) 

         
1All the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told 

Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had 

commanded for Israel. 2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought 

the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were 

able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square 

before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could 

understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.   

 
5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above 

them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the LORD, the great 

God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, "Amen! Amen!" Then they 

bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 

 
8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so 

that the people could understand what was being read. 9 Then Nehemiah the governor, 

Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them 

all, "This day is sacred to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep." For all the 

people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.  

 
10 Nehemiah said, "Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those 

who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of 

the LORD is your strength." 
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/nehemiah/8.html
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EPISTLE                                         1 Corinthians 12:12–31a  

(Though individually members, we are all one Body in Christ.) 

 
12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are 

many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit 

into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one 

Spirit to drink.  

 
14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say, 

"Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease 

to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not 

belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the 

whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were 

an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in 

the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, 

where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.  

 
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the 

feet, "I don't need you!" 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be 

weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with 

special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty,  
24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the 

members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that 

there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for 

each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every 

part rejoices with it.  

 
27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And in the 

church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then 

workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those 

with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all 

apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of 

healing? Do all speak in tongues ? Do all interpret? 31 But eagerly desire the greater gifts. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM 
 “Ancient Words (with How Firm a Foundation)” 
 

Holy words, long preserved 

For our walk in this world; 

They resound with God's own heart. 

O let the ancient words impart. 

  

Words of life, words of hope, 

Give us strength, help us cope. 

In this world, where'er we roam, 

Ancient words will guide us home. 

  

Refrain: 

Ancient words, ever true, 

Changing me changing you. 

We have come with open hearts. 

O let the ancient words impart. 
  

Holy words of our faith, 

Handed down to this age, 

Came to us through sacrifice. 

O heed the faithful words of Christ. 

  

Holy words, long preserved 

For our walk in this world; 

They resound with God's own heart. 

O let the ancient words impart. 

  

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said, 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? (refrain) 
 
“How Firm a Foundation”   Text and tune: Public Domain“Ancient Words”   CCLI Song # 2986399   Lynn DeShazo 
© 2001 Integrity's Hosanna! Music.  For use solely with theSongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights 

reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11301522 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

HOLY GOSPEL                                                           Luke 4:16–30  

(Jesus opens a scroll to read and fulfills its words in His person and work.) 

   
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went 

into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17 The scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

 

18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to 

the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for 

the blind, to release the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  

 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 

everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21 and he began by saying to them, 

"Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."  

 

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. 

"Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked. 

 

23 Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! 

Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.'"  

 

24 "I tell you the truth," he continued, "no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure 

you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for 

three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah 

was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And 

there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of 

them was cleansed--only Naaman the Syrian."  

(continued on next page) 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/4.html
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28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, 

drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was 

built, in order to throw him down the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and 

went on his way. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

HYMN 
             523 O Word of God Incarnate 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
  

Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 
During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew 

 
  “How Beautiful”              Twila Paris, arr. by Mark Hayes 

 

 

Please stand 

OFFERTORY 

 781     We Give Thee but Thine Own 

   

1 We give Thee but Thine own, 

    Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, 

    A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 

  

2 May we Thy bounties thus 

    As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 

    To Thee our firstfruits give! 
 

Text: Public domain 
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 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord who lived among us as a human being and 

revealed His glory as Your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, 

with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy 

name and join their glorious song:  
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SANCTUS (Holy, holy, holy) 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 

  



 

13 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 “Speak, O Lord”                       Getty  

 

(Soloist) 

Speak O Lord as we come to You 

 To receive the food of Your holy word 

 Take Your truth plant it deep in us 

 Shape and fashion us in Your likeness 

 That the light of Christ might be seen today 

 In our acts of love and our deeds of faith 

 Speak O Lord and fulfill in us 

 All Your purposes for Your glory 

 Teach us Lord full obedience 

 Holy reverence true humility 

 Test our thoughts and our attitudes 

 In the radiance of Your purity 

 Cause our faith to rise 

 Cause our eyes to see 

 Your majestic love and authority 

 Words of power that can never fail 

 Let their truth prevail over unbelief 

 Speak O Lord and renew our minds 

 Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us 

 Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 

 That will echo down through eternity 

 And by grace we'll stand on Your promises 

 And by faith we'll walk as You walk with us 

 Speak O Lord till Your church is built 

 And the earth is filled with Your glory 

CCLI Song # 4615235 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11301522 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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 849 Praise the One who Breaks the Darkness 

 839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Lord Jesus, we have gathered together in Your house to be guests at Your table.  We thank and 

praise You that You have nourished us with Your body and blood and have covered our sinful 

hearts with the pure garment of Your perfect righteousness.  As You have drawn close to us and 

shown us Your love and forgiveness, in the same way, help us to drawn close and love one 

another.  Keep us in the true Christian faith so that we glorify You with our lives until that time 

that You call us to be guests at Your heavenly table.  In Your name we pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  Let us pray. 

People: for His steadfast love endures forever. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 828 We are Called to Stand Together 
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POSTLUDE 
 “Toccata in E Minor”                         J. Pachelbel 

 

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Jeramiah 1:4-10; 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13; Luke 4:31-44 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2024 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Samuel Wondemu         
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch   

     8:30 a.m. Ellory Glenn   

     11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Jonathan Kersten 

     11:00 a.m.  Kristine Geisz                     
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Anna Zvirgzdins   

     11:00 a.m. Lucie Hill     
 

Choir:     8:30 a.m. Choral Singers 

 

Soloists:    5:00 p.m. Ted Laesch    

     11:00 a.m. Matt McEuen 
                            

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    

 

Elder of the Week:   Jim Crosier    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


