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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 24, 2022 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded. 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

As we continue in our Tree of Life series, we turn to Jesus’ coming, especially His birth 

and Baptism. In His Baptism, Jesus connected Himself to our humanity so that we may 

be connected to our substitute and Savior—now and forever. 

 

 

  

 

PRELUDE 
 “Aire in D Minor”                   Jean-Baptiste Loeillet  

         

 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

 

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 
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 PREPARATION  
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 538 Praise Be to Christ 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. 

People: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

 

Leader: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

People: Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like 

lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our 

hearts. We have offended You and sinned against Your holy law. We 

have done those things that we should not have done, and we have not 

done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! 

Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to Your promises in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Leader: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent His Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our 

guilt by His death on the cross and freed us from death by His 

resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 603 We Know that Christ is Raised 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Leader: Let us pray.  

People: Gracious Father, through the baptism of Jesus You have show that You 

are God-with-us. Through our baptism into His death, You have 

connected us to His life. Help us to give witness to all that You have 

done for us, through Jesus Christ Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

   

 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                  Genesis 18:20–33 

(Abraham asks the Lord to spare Sodom and Gomorrah.) 

 
20 Then the LORD said, "The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their 

sin so grievous 21 that I will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the 

outcry that has reached me. If not, I will know."  

 
22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing 

before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham approached him and said: "Will you sweep away the 

righteous with the wicked? 24 What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will 

you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of the fifty righteous 

people in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a thing--to kill the righteous with the 

wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the 

Judge of all the earth do right?"  

                              (continued on next page) 
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26 The LORD said, "If I find fifty righteous people in the city of Sodom, I will spare the 

whole place for their sake." 
 

27 Then Abraham spoke up again: "Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, 

though I am nothing but dust and ashes, 28 what if the number of the righteous is five 

less than fifty? Will you destroy the whole city because of five people?" 

 

"If I find forty-five there," he said, "I will not destroy it." 

 
29 Once again he spoke to him, "What if only forty are found there?" 

 

He said, "For the sake of forty, I will not do it." 

 
30 Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if only thirty can be 

found there?"  

 

He answered, "I will not do it if I find thirty there."  

 
31 Abraham said, "Now that I have been so bold as to speak to the Lord, what if only 

twenty can be found there?"  

 

He said, "For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it."  

 
32 Then he said, "May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if 

only ten can be found there?"  

 

He answered, "For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it." 

 
33 When the LORD had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and Abraham returned 

home.                 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                Psalm 138 
Leader: I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart; before the "gods" I will  

  sing your praise.  

People:  I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name  

  for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all  

  things your name and your word. 

 

Leader: When I called, you answered me; you made me bold and stouthearted.  

People: May all the kings of the earth praise you, O LORD, when they hear the  

  words of your mouth.  

 

Leader: May they sing of the ways of the LORD, for the glory of the LORD is  

  great.  

People: Though the LORD is on high, he looks upon the lowly, but the proud  

  he knows from afar.  

 
Leader:  Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve my life; you stretch  

  out your hand against the anger of my foes, with your right hand you  

  save me.  

People: The LORD will fulfill [his purpose] for me; your love, O LORD,   

  endures forever-- do not abandon the works of your hands. 

 

 

 

EPISTLE                                                               Colossians 2:6–15                          

(Once we were dead in trespasses and sins, but God made us alive in Christ.) 

                          
6 So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and 

built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 

thankfulness.  

 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, 

which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on 

Christ.  

                              (continued on next page) 



 

6 

 

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been 

given fullness in Christ, who is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you 

were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision 

done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12 having been 

buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God, 

who raised him from the dead.  

 
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, 

God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the 

written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he 

took it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, 

he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  
               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
ANTHEM 

 “His Mercy Is More”                                                           Matt Boswell & Matt Papa 

  

What love could remember no wrongs we have done? 

Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum. 

Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore; 

Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more. 

  

What patience would wait as we constantly roam; 

What Father, so tender, is calling us home? 

He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor; 

Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more. 

  

What riches of kindness He lavished on us? 

His blood was the payment, His life was the cost. 

We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford; 

Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more. 
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Chorus: 

Praise the Lord! His mercy is more. 

Stronger than darkness, new every morn; 

Our sins, they are many, His mercy is more. 

  
CCLI Song # 7065053  Matt Boswell | Matt Papa 
© 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
Love Your Enemies Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
Messenger Hymns (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 11301522 

  

 

 

 

Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                         Matthew 3:13-17    

(Jesus is Baptized) 

 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to 

deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 

 
15 Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." 

Then John consented.  

 
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven 

was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 
17 And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 

pleased."        
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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HYMN 
             404 Jesus, Once with Sinners Numbered  

 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 “Jesus is Baptized” 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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OFFERING 

 “Blessed Assurance”                      setting by Mark Hayes 

 

 
Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Pastor: You are worthy, O Lord, of all honor and glory, praise and adoration, but 

especially do we praise Your goodness for giving to us Your own Son to 

be our Savior and Redeemer and the messenger of Your saving will. 

Having known the mystery of His coming by the voice of Your Word, we 

join with prophets, apostles, evangelists, all the saints in heaven, and with 

angels and archangels to laud Your glory and join to sing with one voice, 

now and forever: 

 

 

 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 

Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 
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AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 ”Blessed Assurance” 

1  Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

  Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 

  Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

  Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. (chorus) 

Chorus: This is my story, this is my song, 

  Praising my Savior all the day long: 

  This is my story, this is my song, 

  Praising my Savior all the day long. 

2  Perfect submission, perfect delight, 

  Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

  Angels descending bring from above 

  Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (chorus) 

3  Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

  I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

  Watching and waiting, looking above, 

  Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. (chorus) 

CCLI Song # 22324 Fanny Jane Crosby | Phoebe Palmer Knapp © Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain For 

use solely with the SongSelect®  Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11301522 

  
 629 What Is This Bread 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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SILENT PRAYER 

You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Lord Jesus, we have gathered together in Your house to be guests at Your table.  We thank and 

praise You that You have nourished us with Your body and blood and have covered our sinful 

hearts with the pure garment of Your perfect righteousness.  As You have drawn close to us and 

shown us Your love and forgiveness, in the same way, help us to drawn close and love one 

another.  Keep us in the true Christian faith so that we glorify You with our lives until that time 

that You call us to be guests at Your heavenly table.  In Your name we pray, Amen. 

   

 

Please stand 

PRAYER  

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

 Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be 

Your children and gathered us into Your one Holy Church, in which You 

daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 

Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our 

prayers for the sake of Him who died that we might live, and who lives 

ever to plea for us before Your throne of grace; through Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 

 825 Rise, Shine, You People  

  

 
POSTLUDE 
    

 

 

 

 
Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-26; Colossians 3:1-11; Matthew 4:3-11 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2022 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch        
 

Liturgist:    Bill Rusnak       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. John Schmidt 

     11:00 a.m.   Ken Gerler                    
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Ethan Moss   

     11:00 a.m. David Briley     
 

Choir:     Summer Choir 

 

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer 
                            

Pianists:    Zeke Laesch & Ryan Meyer      
                             

Elder of the Week:   Jerry  Bowen      
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*Day 3 Seeds  *Christian Friends of New Americans  *Food for the Poor 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp  Apple of His Eye                     Hope Center for Families 

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2021-2022 
 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

