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The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
July 25 & 26, 2020 

5:00 p.m. and 8:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Treasures are hard to find and even harder to hold on to. Jesus describes the kingdom of 

God as a great treasure hidden in a field, a pearl of great price, and a net full of fish. But 

this treasure is one of God’s own making. He esteems us His treasured possession and 

delivers up His own Son that we might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom 

without end. On earth that treasure is hidden in the dirt, found side by side among 

cheap trinkets, and in nets that hold good and bad fish. But one day, it will all be clear. 

They will be set apart and the false treasures exposed. For now, it is enough to believe 

His Word and trust in His promise and hold steadfast to His Son. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “Movement I (from Sonata No. 1)”                Charles W. Ore  
 

   
WELCOME 
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 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN        
 536 One Thing’s Needful (vv. 1, 4, 5) (sung by soloist) 

 

1 One thing’s needful; Lord, this treasure 

    Teach me highly to regard. 

All else, though it first give pleasure, 

    Is a yoke that presses hard! 

Beneath it the heart is still fretting and striving, 

No true, lasting happiness ever deriving. 

    This one thing is needful; all others are vain— 

    I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain! 

 

4 Nothing have I, Christ, to offer, 

    You alone, my highest good. 

Nothing have I, Lord, to proffer 

    But Your crimson-colored blood. 

Your death on the cross has death wholly defeated 

And thereby my righteousness fully completed; 

    Salvation’s white raiments I there did obtain, 

    And in them in glory with You I shall reign. 

 

5 Therefore You alone, my Savior, 

    Shall be all in all to me; 

Search my heart and my behavior, 

    Root out all hypocrisy. 

Through all my life’s pilgrimage, guard and uphold me, 

In loving forgiveness, O Jesus, enfold me. 

    This one thing is needful; all others are vain— 

    I count all but loss that I Christ may obtain! 

 
Public domain 
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Please stand 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let us  

  gather under the wings of God’s mercy. Gracious God, 

People: we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins – those  

  known to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen  

  by You. We know that before You nothing remains hidden, and in You  

  everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us from  

  the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in Your sight; 

  for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Leader: From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior. 

People: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

       

Leader: Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies. 

People: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

                                             

Leader: Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear. 

People: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

 

Leader: With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us  

  all our sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the  

  light of the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the way of peace. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 818 In Thee is Gladness (sung by soloist) 

  

1     In Thee is gladness Amid all sadness, 

Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 

    By Thee are given The gifts of heaven, 

Thou the true Redeemer art. 

    Our souls Thou wakest, Our bonds Thou breakest; 

    Who trusts Thee surely Has built securely; 

He stands forever: Alleluia! 

    Our hearts are pining To see Thy shining, 

    Dying or living To Thee are cleaving; 

Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 

 

2     Since He is ours, We fear no powers, 

Not of earth nor sin nor death. 

    He sees and blesses In worst distresses; 

He can change them with a breath. 

    Wherefore the story Tell of His glory 

    With hearts and voices; All heav’n rejoices 

In Him forever: Alleluia! 

    We shout for gladness, Triumph o’er sadness, 

    Love Him and praise Him And still shall raise Him 

Glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 

 

Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 

 

O God, You make Your power known by showing mercy. Grant us Your 

grace always to enjoy Your heavenly Treasure, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

  
  

  
 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING         Deuteronomy 7:6–9  

(Because the Lord loves you, He has chosen you to be His treasured possession.) 
    
6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you 

out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. 

 
7 The LORD did not set his affection on you and choose you because you were more 

numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But it was because 

the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your forefathers that he brought you 

out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of 

Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God; he is the 

faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love 

him and keep his commands.                    
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.  
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ANTHEM 
 “Before the Throne Above”                setting by Ryan Meyer 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirtheenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL              Matthew 13:44–52  

(The kingdom of God is like a hidden treasure.) 
                           
44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid 

it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.  

 
45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When he 

found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 

 
47 "Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and 

caught all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then 

they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is 

how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from 

the righteous 50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.  

 
51 "Have you understood all these things?"  Jesus asked. "Yes," they replied. 

 

 52 He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about 

the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new 

treasures as well as old."       
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  

 

 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
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Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION    

Leader:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 644 The Church’s One Foundation 

  

1 The Church’s one foundation 

    Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

She is His new creation 

    By water and the Word. 

From heav’n He came and sought her 

    To be His holy bride; 

With His own blood He bought her, 

    And for her life He died. 

 

2 Elect from ev’ry nation, 

    Yet one o’er all the earth; 

Her charter of salvation: 

    One Lord, one faith, one birth. 

One holy name she blesses, 

    Partakes one holy food, 

And to one hope she presses 

    With ev’ry grace endued. 

 

3 Though with a scornful wonder 

    The world sees her oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, 

    By heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; 

    Their cry goes up, “How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping 

    Shall be the morn of song.                 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            (continued on next page) 
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4 Through toil and tribulation 

    And tumult of her war 

She waits the consummation 

    Of peace forevermore 

Till with the vision glorious 

    Her longing eyes are blest, 

And the great Church victorious 

    Shall be the Church at rest. 

 

5 Yet she on earth has union 

    With God, the Three in One, 

And mystic sweet communion 

    With those whose rest is won. 

O blessèd heav’nly chorus! 

    Lord, save us by Your grace 

That we, like saints before us, 

    May see You face to face. 
Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Movement III (from Sonata No. 1)”                Charles W. Ore 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Isaiah 55:1-5; Romans 9: 1-5; (6-13); Matthew 14:13-21 
 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2020 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch        
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch   

     8:30 a.m. Ellory Glenn   

       

Soloist:     Nate Laesch 
       
 

Organist and Accompanist:   Ryan Meyer 
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 6:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ellory Glenn, Vicar       369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Norman Meyer, Pastoral Assistant                                      499-4032       pastormeyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
     

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds*  Hope Center for Families*      Apple of His Eye* 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Eric & Linda Funke in Tanzania           Lutherans for Life                                             

Chapel Summer Camp  KFUO Radio      

                                                                                                                                 

                  * indicates special emphasis in 2020 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

