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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!

To Our Visitors
We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! We are happy to have

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is
shared will assist you in the week ahead. If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you
would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home. May God bless your week!

Nursery

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for
your use. The worship service is broadcast to the nursery. An usher will be happy to show you
where it is located.

Sunday School and Bible Study
We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible
studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m. Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level. Check the

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations. An usher will be happy to take you to the
appropriate place.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross. If you have

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with
the Pastor before the service. Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a
blessing.

Sound Enhancement Devices
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available. Please ask an usher
for a personal receiver.

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of
North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ.




Third Sunday in Lent
March 12, 2023
11:00 a.m.

Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.

AS WE GATHER

One guideline consistently commended to hikers is the importance of bringing along
sufficient water for the journey. It is important to be refreshed and revitalized along the
way, wherever our paths may take us. As we gather for worship, our gracious God
refreshes us here in this place where, as American hymnist Christopher Wordsworth
beautifully phrased it, “Gospel-light is glowing With pure and radiant beams And living
water flowing With soul-refreshing streams” (TLH 9:4). As we join in worship, our cups
run over with that living water. Once again, we are renewed and satisfied and made
ready to journey further in the name of the Lord.

PRELUDE
“Flute Sonata in F Major” G. P. Telemann

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be
spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some
may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a
verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile.



" PREPARATION %

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: Since we have such a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus Christ our Lord, let us with confidence draw near to God,
that we may receive mercy and find grace in time of need.

People: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your lovingkindness. In Your
great mercy, wash away our iniquity and cleanse us from our sin.
Create in us clean hearts, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do
not remove us from Your presence; do not take Your Spirit away.
Restore to us the joy of Your salvation, and sustain us with Your Spirit.
Amen.

Pastor: God is merciful and gracious, granting forgiveness through Jesus Christ
to all who confess their sin. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sin, in the name of the Father, and of the
% Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.



KYRIE

Soloist:

Cong.

Lord, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord.
Christ, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord.
Christ, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord.

Music: Avon Gillespie
Music © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray.

People: O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who

have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent
hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable
truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.



 WORD ¥

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 17:1-7
(God provides water from the rock at Rephidim.)

! The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to
place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for
the people to drink. 2 So they quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water to drink."

Moses replied, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?"

3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They
said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock
die of thirst?"

* Then Moses cried out to the LORD, "What am I to do with these people? They are
almost ready to stone me."

> The LORD answered Moses, "Walk on ahead of the people. Take with you some of the
elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. ¢ 1
will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come
out of it for the people to drink."

So Moses did this in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 And he called the place Massah
and Meribah because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying,
"Is the LORD among us or not?"

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



ANTHEM

“There is a Fountain” Brian L. Hanson

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins;

And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains,

Lose all their guilty stains.

Dear dying Lamb, Your precious blood
Shall never lose its pow'r,

Till all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more,

Be saved to sin no more.

E’er since by faith I saw the stream
Your flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme,
And shall be till I die.

When this poor lisping, stamm'ring tongue
Lies silent in the grave,

Then in a nobler, sweeter song

I'll sing Your pow’r to save,

I'll sing Your pow’r to save.



EPISTLE Romans 5:1-8
(While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.)

! Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in
which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. ® Not only so, but
we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;
4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. > And hope does not disappoint us,
because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has
given us.

¢ You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man
someone might possibly dare to die. ® But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL John 4:5-26

(Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at the well.)

5So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given
to his son Joseph. ¢ Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey,
sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a
drink?" # (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)
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9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How
can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a
drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."

11"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where
can you get this living water? 2 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the
well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?"

13 Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, * but whoever
drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in
him a spring of water welling up to eternal life."

15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to
keep coming here to draw water."

16 He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back."

17"T have no husband," she replied.

Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. '® The fact is, you
have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you
have just said is quite true."

19"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 2 Our fathers worshiped on
this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in
Jerusalem."

(continued on next page)


http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/4.html

21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. > You Samaritans worship what you
do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. * Yet a time
is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 2 God is spirit, and his
worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."

% The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he
will explain everything to us."

26 Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he."

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.
HYMN

699 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD



Please stand

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
“What Wondrous Love is This” setting by Thomas Keesecker



Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

++ + Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.

" SACRAMENT =

In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine. The two great
blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life. In
response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.
There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to
answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?
2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior? 3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life? If you
agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament.

PREFACE

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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Pastor: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give
You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ our Lord who brought the gift of salvation to all people by
His death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a
tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their
glorious song:
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LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in

remembrance of me.

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my

blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.
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If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes
down the aisle.

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants
may take whichever is preferred. If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the
communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the
alcohol in wine.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
542  When I Behold Jesus Christ
761  Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

SILENT PRAYER
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts:

Lord God of mercy, I give You thanks for the body and blood of Your Son; for the Word by which
You give me forgiveness; for Your promises by which You give me life. May the gifts of Your
heavenly banquet fortify me against the Evil One and strengthen me in the face of the world.
Help me to live as one who hungers for Your grace, who thirsts after righteousness, who longs to
taste of Your goodness, that I may sit at Your table at the heavenly feast which has no end. In
Jesus’” name, Amen.

Please stand

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor: Let us pray.
Almighty God, we thank You for feeding us with spiritual food, the body
and blood of Christ. All who come to You will not hunger, all who
believe in You will not thirst. Empowered by this sacrament, send us
back into the world to do the work You have given us to do: to share the
gospel and be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ our Lord.

People: Amen.
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BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and % give you peace.
People: Amen.

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
543 What Wondrous Love is This

POSTLUDE
“Fugue in D Minor” (from Organ Symphony No. 6) F. Mendelssohn

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading;
Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-8; John 4:5-26
Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-
GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2022 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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The Drawings

The five very large (4x6 ft) Charcoal drawings you see before you in the sanctuary were first
conceived and made back in 1988 as partial fulfillment of the exhibition of my master’s thesis for
my MFA degree from SIUE. This exhibition was part of my very unorthodox concept of creating
artwork for the Good Friday and Easter worship services for my then home church of Immanuel
Lutheran Chapel.

The five charcoal drawings were made to fit between the windows along the east wall of the
chapel’s sanctuary for the purpose of guiding the worshipers’ thoughts toward a meditation on
our Lords suffering toward His journey to the cross. This image was actualized on a (9x10 ft) oil
painting on canvas placed behind the altar with an altar parament of Jesus body in the tomb,
surmounted by an iron and brass candle holder on the altar; all to be in place for that years
Tenebrae service. I believe, not only for myself and invited family and friends, that this service
had particular significance for us all.

I gifted these pieces, along with a painting of the Resurrection and accompanying paraments to
Immanuel and they were brought out each Lenten season. Sadly, now that Immanuel has been
closed these five drawings have followed me to Chapel of the Cross. Their themes do not
coincide with the traditional 14 stations of the cross used by the Catholic Church. I conceived of
them differently to be guideposts through the season of Lent and Holy Week as poignant
reminders of our Lord’s struggle in heart, mind, and body. These themes were Betrayal in the
Garden by Judas, The Denial of Peter, the Scourging by Pilates soldiers, The Judgment by Pilate
between Jesus and Barabbas, and Jesus Fall under His Cross on the way to Golgotha.

I'had to choose, because of space constraints which images I felt were most significant. And now
because of the realities of displaying them at Chapel of the Cross, I may need to create something
to even this imbalance for their possible future home.

It is my hope that they will once again serve the worshipers heart and mind as we retrace our
Lord’s journey of suffering and sacrifice for our sakes this Lenten season. Soli Deo Gloria,

My thanks in Jesus Love,
Jeffrey Arnold
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Preachers:

Liturgist:

Lectors:

Acolytes:

Choir:

Instrumentalist:

Director:

Organist & Accompanist:

Elder of the Week:

Serving at Chapel

5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch
8:30 a.m. Jim Marriott
11:00 a.m. Jim Marriott

Theodore Laesch

8:30 a.m. Carla Rainey
11:00 a.m. Milo Lombard

8:30 a.m. Ethan Moss
11:00 a.m. Jonah Meyer

5:00 p.m. Choral Singers
11:00 a.m. Choral Singers

Zoe Laesch, flute
Ryan Meyer
Ryan Meyer

Stan Schwede



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 741-3737 www.chapelofthecross.org
Email: office@chapelofthecross.org

Worship and Christian Education
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m.

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1 and 3 and 5" Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m.,
the 2" and 4" and 5" Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,
and the 1% and 3" and 5" Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth — 9:45 a.m.

Chapel Ministry Staff

Home Phone E-mail
Theodore Laesch, Pastor 355-0688  pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor 369-8014  ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
Ryan Meyer, Director of Music 839-0306  ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org
Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry 200-9797  bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org
Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant 921-1107  pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord. 355-0688  family@chapelofthecross.org

Missions
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations:

*L.A.M.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries & Pilots

*Lutheran Bible Translators * Helping Hands Food Pantry

Concordia Seminary Friend of Moms Food for the Poor
Day 3 Seeds Lutherans for Life KFUO Radio
Chapel Summer Camp Apple of His Eye

* indicates special emphasis in 2023

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the
English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod




