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Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 13 & 14, 2021
5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m.

AS WE GATHER

Look out! There were snakes biting the Israelites, sent by God as punishment for
complaining about the manna, that miraculous food He gave on the way to the
Promised Land. But look up! See the bronze serpent Moses put on a pole. Everyone who
looked up at the serpent will live. The serpent was a type of Christ, a parallel symbol in
the Bible. We, too, have snakes—our discontent with God’s daily blessings and lack of
faith in His promises. But as we look up in faith to Jesus, the Christ on the cross, we shall
be saved. That faith is a gift of God in His grace. Jesus is the center of the gracious Good
News. We are God’s workmanship, and now He holds the door open as we walk
through, looking up to Jesus.

PRELUDE
“What Wondrous Love is This” setting by Thomas Keesecker

WELCOME



" PREPARATION %

OPENING HYMN
571  God Loved the World So that He Gave (sung by soloist)

1 God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3 God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven'’s heirs.

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,
Your Baptism grants the highest good.

6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Public domain



Please stand

INVOCATION
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Leader: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows
on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work
in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Amen.



KYRIE
(sung by soloist)

Lord, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord.
Christ, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord.

Music: Avon Gillespie
Music © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.

Eternal God, You so loved the world that You gave Your only Son into

death for our sin. Take our lives, Lord, and use them to lift up Your Son

so that all will be drawn to Him and find eternal life, for He lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.



* WORD ¥

OLD TESTAMENT READING Numbers 21:4-9

(Israelites who look up to the bronze serpent live.)

* They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But
the people grew impatient on the way; ° they spoke against God and against Moses, and
said, "Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the desert? There is no bread!
There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!"

¢ Then the LORD sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many
Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, "We sinned when we spoke against
the LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD will take the snakes away from us." So
Moses prayed for the people.

8 The LORD said to Moses, "Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten
can look at it and live." * So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then
when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, he lived.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Ephesians 2:1-10
(We are saved by grace.)

1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, ? in which you used to live
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires
and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. ¢ But because of his
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, > made us alive with Christ even when we
were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. ® And God raised us up
with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that
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in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. & For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--  not by works, so that no one can
boast. 1° For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which
God prepared in advance for us to do.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” Stuart Townend

How deep the Father’s love for us

How vast beyond all measure

That He should give His only Son

To make a wretch His treasure

How great the pain of searing loss

The Father turns His face away

As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory

Behold the Man upon a cross
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished
(continued on next page)



[ will not boast in anything

No gifts no pow’r no wisdom

But I will boast in Jesus Christ

His death and resurrection

Why should I gain from His reward
I cannot give an answer

But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom

CCLI Song # 1558110 Stuart Townend

© 1995 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved.
www.ccli.com CCLI License # 11301522

Please stand

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL John 3:14-21

(All who look up to Jesus on the cross will be saved.)

14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,
15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.

¢ "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 7 For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. ¥ Whoever believes in
him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already
because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. ' This is the verdict:
Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their
deeds were evil. 2 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the
light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 2! But whoever lives by the truth comes into
the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been done through
God."

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.


https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
http://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3.html

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD



HYMN OF RESPONSE
542  When I Behold Jesus Christ (sung by all)

1 When I behold Jesus Christ,
True God who died for me,
I wonder much at His love
As He hung on the tree. (Refrain)

Refrain What kind of love is this?
What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there
To me on Calvary.
What kind of love is this?
What kind of love is this?
You showed Your love, Jesus, there
To me on Calvary.

4 What love is this? Greater love
No one has ever known.
My life with God— this I owe
To You, and You alone. (Refrain)

© 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission.
© 1970 Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. Used by permission.

Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Leader: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

++ + Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Leader: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
People: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN
543 What Wondrous Love is This

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down
Beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great I AM,
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,
While millions join the theme, I will sing,.

4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.
And when from death I'm free,
I'll sing His love for me,
And through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,
And through eternity I'll sing on.

Public domain
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POSTLUDE
“Christ lag in Todesbanden” J. S. Bach

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading:
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrew 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45
Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service
Builder.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Preacher:

Liturgists:

Singers:

Organist & Accompanist:

Theodore Laesch

5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch
8:30 a.m. Ellory Glenn
11:00 a.m. Adam Rouse
5:00 p.m. Denise Koch
8:30 a.m. Denise Koch
11:00 a.m. Ellory Glenn

Ryan Meyer

Serving at Chapel



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 741-3737 www.chapelofthecross.org
Email: office@chapelofthecross.org

Worship and Christian Education
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1 and 3" and 5" Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m.,
the 2" and 4" and 5" Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,
and the 1% and 3" and 5" Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth — 9:45 a.m.

Chapel Ministry Staff

Home Phone E-mail
Theodore Laesch, Pastor 355-0688  pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth (972) 741-5978 james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org
Ellory Glenn, Vicar 369-8014  ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
Ryan Meyer, Director of Music 839-0306  ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org
Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry 200-9797  bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org
Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant 921-1107  pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord. 355-0688  family@chapelofthecross.org

Missions
Chabpel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations:

Day 3 Seeds Hope Center for Families Apple of His Eye
Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary Friend of Moms
Sidewalk Sunday School Lutherans for Life KFUO Radio
Chapel Summer Camp

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the
English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
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