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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 20 & 21, 2021 

5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m. 

 

AS WE GATHER 

The Israelites repeatedly had broken the covenants God made with them, and yet in 

today’s Old Testament Reading He promises a new covenant. This one, however, will 

not be based on the external Law of God; by pure grace, it will be written on the hearts 

of God’s people. To do that, God sent His Son, who paid for all sin by offering Himself 

as both priest and sacrifice. Although we are all imperfect, knowing that we have been 

forgiven only by the grace of God, we have the desire to love one another. As we recall 

our Lord’s Passion in the coming weeks, we will recognize that love means forgiving, 

giving oneself for others. Jesus puts it bluntly in the Gospel: The greatest in the kingdom 

of God is the one who serves all the others. And, of course, the greatest is our Lord Jesus, 

who loves us to death. 

  

 

 

 

  

PRELUDE 
 “Lenten Meditation”            arr. for handbells by Paul A. McKlveen  

    (with “O Sacred Head” and “Savior, When in Dust to Thee”) 

       
WELCOME 
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 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN        
 847 Christ, Our Human Likeness Sharing (sung by soloist) 

  

1 Christ, our human likeness sharing, 

    Heaven’s love on earth portrayed; 

Christ the Shepherd, tending, caring, 

    In His death our ransom paid: 

Christ the Savior, Christ the Servant, 

    Be Your life in us displayed. 

 

2 Hear the word that Christ has spoken, 

    Help the weak, the hungry feed; 

See the pow’rs of darkness broken, 

    Sinners pardoned, captives freed: 

Christ the Savior, Christ the Servant, 

    Help us meet our neighbor’s need. 

 

3 Christ, in ev’ry congregation 

    Build Your temple, stone by stone, 

With Your word as firm foundation 

    For a faith matured and grown: 

Christ the Savior, Christ the Servant, 

    Make in us Your Gospel known. 

 

4 Come, O living Christ, renew us, 

    As of old in wind and flame; 

With the Spirit’s pow’r endue us, 

    Servants of Your saving name: 

Christ the Savior, Christ the Servant, 

    Christ whose kingdom we proclaim. 

 
© 2003 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission. 
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Please stand 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: Bearing our sins and in need of a Savior, let us go to our heavenly Father, 

asking for forgiveness. 

 

 Most merciful, heavenly Father, You promised a covenant written on 

Your people’s hearts. 

People: But we do not always rely on Your promises and great love. We are 

sorry. 

 

Leader: Gracious Holy Spirit, through Your use of Word and Sacrament, many 

people know the Lord. 

People: But we have not taken advantage of every opportunity to share Your 

Word with others. We are sorry. 

 

Leader: Jesus taught that the greatest in the Kingdom is the servant of all. 

People: But our hearts have not always been humble and eager for service. We 

are sorry. Our thoughts, words, and deeds fall short. As fallen sinners, 

we are helpless to change. For Jesus’ sake, forgive us, and give us new 

and clean hearts to love You and serve our neighbors. 

 

Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and  

  for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus  

  Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows  

  on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work  

  in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 
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KYRIE 
  (sung by soloist) 
 

  Lord, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord. 

  Christ, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord. 

  Lord, have mercy; have mercy, O Lord. 

 
Music: Avon Gillespie 
Music © 1987, GIA Publications, Inc. 

  

   

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray.  
 

 God of love, You lifted up Your Son on the cross so that You could draw 

all people to Him. Fill us with thanksgiving for this incredible love that 

we dare to believe is ours. Help us to be faithful servants of Your new 

covenant, reaching out to all those whom You claim; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.  
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                        Jeremiah 31:31–34 

(A new covenant is coming, written on people’s hearts.) 
                            
31 "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I made 

with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because 

they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  

 
33 "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the 

LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, 

and they will be my people. 34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his 

brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them 

to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will 

remember their sins no more."                   
 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 
 

EPISTLE                   Hebrews 5:1–10  

(Jesus was both one-time priest and sacrifice, dying for all.) 

                            
1 Every high priest is selected from among men and is appointed to represent them in 

matters related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently 

with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to 

weakness. 3 This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins 

of the people. 4 No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as 

Aaron was. 5 So Christ also did not take upon himself the glory of becoming a high 

priest. But God said to him, 

 

"You are my Son; today I have become your Father." 

 
6 And he says in another place, 

 

"You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek." 

 
7 During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud 

cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of 

his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he 

suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who 

obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 
               

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 7 
 

Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL        Mark 10:32–45 

(Jesus teaches about true greatness.) 

                
32 They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and the disciples 

were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside 

and told them what was going to happen to him. 33 "We are going up to Jerusalem," he 

said, "and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. 

They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, 34 who will 

mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise."  

 
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they said, "we 

want you to do for us whatever we ask." 

 
36 "What do you want me to do for you?" he asked.  

 
37 They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory." 

 
38 "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said. "Can you drink the cup I drink or 

be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?" 

 
39 "We can," they answered. Jesus said to them, "You will drink the cup I drink and be 

baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for 

me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared." 
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41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus 

called them together and said, "You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the 

Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so 

with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,  
44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."   

   

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF RESPONSE 
 857 Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way (sung by all) 

  

1 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

     Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

    Each serve the other’s need. 

 

2 You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, 

    But pow’r You laid aside. 

You lived Your years in servanthood; 

    In lowliness You died. 
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4 You bid us bend our human pride 

    Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task 

    That waits the gift of love. 

 

5 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

    Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

    Each serve the other’s need. 

 
© 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 

 

 
After the Words of Institution are spoken, the bread and wine (sealed in a plastic chalice) will be distributed 

to communicants in the pew. Non-alcoholic elements have the letters “NA” written on the top of the 

chalice. 
 

Please wait to open the sealed chalice until after the bread and wine has been distributed to everyone. When 

all have received the bread and wine, we will all take the body of blood of Christ together at the same time. 
 

The ushers will collect the used communion cup when you are dismissed to leave after the closing hymn. 

 
  

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 
 Variations on “My Song is Love Unknown” 

 

 

 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Dear Lord Jesus, we thank and praise You that You have again refreshed us with the gift of Your 

holy body and blood in this comforting sacrament.  Bless our participation that we may depart 

from Your presence with peace and joy in the knowledge that we are reconciled to God.  We ask 

this in Your name.  Amen. 
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Please stand 

PRAYER  
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

 Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us 

firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day 

of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

  

 

  

   
BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 430 My Song is Love Unknown 

 

1 My song is love unknown, 

    My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown 

    That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I 

    That for my sake 

    My Lord should take 

Frail flesh and die? 

 

2 He came from His blest throne 

    Salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none 

    The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend, 

    My friend indeed, 

    Who at my need 

His life did spend! 

 

3 Sometimes they strew His way 

    And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day 

    Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” 

    Is all their breath, 

    And for His death 

They thirst and cry. 

 

 

 

 

 

                    (continued on next page) 
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5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 

 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 

 
Public domain 

 

 

  
POSTLUDE 

 “Recessional”                               Franklin D. Ashdown 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Zechariah 9:9-12; Philippians 2:5-11; John 12:12-19 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2020 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch      
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch 

     8:30 a.m. Jake Bellinghausen 

     11:00 a.m. Jedidiah McClellan       
  

Singers:    5:00 p.m. Mark Petersen 

     8:30 a.m. Denise Koch 

     11:00 a.m. Ellory Glenn 
                            

Handbell Director:   Jen Schmidt 
    

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ellory Glenn, Vicar       369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 

     
 

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds  Hope Center for Families      Apple of His Eye 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp       

                                                                                                                                 

                   
 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

