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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Third Sunday in Lent 
March 3, 2024 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.   

 

 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

In our Gospel today, we find Jesus clearing the temple of all those who have made it a 

house of trade. Jesus disrupts not just the sinfulness of these practices, showing a 

different side of Him than we expect to see. He also disrupted the status quo—everyday 

realities that had come to be accepted in the temple. May Jesus so disrupt our lives 

where it is needed. 

  

 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 “O Dearest Jesus”                                                                 setting by John Behnke  

      

    

 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 
 

 
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 728 How Firm a Foundation 

 

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Leader: Though this is a house of prayer, we do not always honor God’s house as 

we should. Still, our heavenly Father is merciful, and He invites us ever 

into His house to ask for forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection and confession. 

 

Leader: Heavenly Father, 

People: we have sinned against You and against our neighbors. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Disrupt our 

sinfulness. Forgive us, renew us, and restore us, on account of Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and  

  for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus  

  Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows  

  on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work  

  in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God! 
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KYRIE 

 
Leader: In peace let us pray to the Lord (Kyrie) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Leader:  For peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

   (Kyrie) 
  

Leader: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.  (Kyrie) 
  

Leader: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord.  (Kyrie) 
  

Leader: Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.  (Kyrie) 
 

Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1978, 1980, 1981 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, Taizé Community, France, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used 

by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 

People: O Lord, You gave the Law so that even in our sin we might know Your 

will for our lives, and You gave us Your only Son to cleanse our lives of 

sin. For His sake, forgive us and renew us, so that we may serve You 

faithfully; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                   Exodus 20:1–17 

(The Ten Commandments) 
 

1 And God spoke all these words:  

 
2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  

 
3 "You shall have no other gods before me.  

 
4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on 

the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship 

them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of 

the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love 

to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments.  

 
7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold 

anyone guiltless who misuses his name.  
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8 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all 

your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall 

not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or 

maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days the 

LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on 

the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

 
12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD 

your God is giving you.  

 
13 "You shall not murder.  

 
14 "You shall not commit adultery.  

 
15 "You shall not steal.  

 
16 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

 

 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, 

or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor."      
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                             Psalm 19 

 

 
Cong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued on next page) 
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Leader: 2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display  

  knowledge. 3 There is no speech or language where their voice is not  

  heard. 4 Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of  

  the world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun, 5 which is like  

  a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a champion rejoicing to 

  run his course. 6 It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to  

  the other; nothing is hidden from its heat.  
 
 

Cong. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leader: 9 The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the  

  LORD are sure and altogether righteous. 10 They are more precious than  

  gold; they are sweeter than honey. 11 By them is your servant warned; in  

  keeping them there is great reward. 12 Who can discern his errors?   

  Forgive my hidden faults. 13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; may 

  they not rule over me. Then will I be blameless, innocent of great   

  transgression.  
 

 

Cong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/19.html
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EPISTLE                                             1 Corinthians 1:18–31 

(We preach Christ crucified.) 

            

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:  

 

"I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate."  

 

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God 

the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 

foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous 

signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block 

to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and 

Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is 

wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength.  

 

26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise 

by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But 

God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things 

of the world to shame the strong. 28 He chose the lowly things of this world and the 

despised things--and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no 

one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has 

become for us wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  
31 Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."  

               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

HOLY GOSPEL                                                            John 2:13–22   

(Jesus cleanses the temple.) 

   
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 

temple courts he found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables 

exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple 

area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned 

their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you 

turn my Father's house into a market!"  

 
17 His disciples remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me."  

 
18 Then the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove 

your authority to do all this?"  

 
19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days."  

 
20 The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going 

to raise it in three days?" 21 But the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he 

was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the 

Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.                
       
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   
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HYMN 
 850 God of Grace and God of Glory 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

  

Sermon Notes: 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING 

During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew 

 
 “God of Grace and God of Glory”                                       setting by Benjamin Culli 

 

 

 

Please stand 

OFFERTORY 

             579     The Law of God is Good and Wise 
 

1 The Law of God is good and wise 

And sets His will before our eyes, 

Shows us the way of righteousness, 

And dooms to death when we transgress. 

 

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

Who from the curse has set us free, 

And humbly worship at His throne, 

Saved by His grace through faith alone. 

 
Text: Public domain 
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PRAYER   
Leader: Blessed Lord, You have given us Your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May 

we so hear them,  read, learn, and take them to heart that, being 

strengthened and comforted by Your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed 

hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION    

Leader:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 

 853 How Clear is Our Vocation, Lord 

  

 
POSTLUDE 
 “The Heavens Declare the Glory of God (Psalm 19)”     Benedetto Marcello 

 

 
Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Numbers 21:4-9; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2023 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    5:00 p.m. Adam Rouse 

     8:30 a.m. Brett Arrasmith 

     11:00 a.m. Brett Arrasmith       
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Ellory Glenn   

     8:30 a.m. Theodore Laesch   

     11:00 a.m. Jedidiah McClellan       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Jonah Meyer  

     11:00 a.m.     Audrey Runser                  
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Madison Arrasmith   

     11:00 a.m. Jordan Hill    
 

Choir:     11:00 a.m. Children’s Bells 
                            

Director:    Jen Schmidt, Children’s Bells 
 

Organist & Accompanist:    Ryan Meyer 
                                  

Elder of the Week:   Jay Zvirgzdins 

 

Director of the Week:   John Schmidt       
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Brett Arrasmith, Vicar                              417-592-1854       vicar@chapelofthecross.org  

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*Day 3 Seeds *Lutheran Heritage Foundation *Lutheran Chaplains 

L.A.M.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries & Pilots  Helping Hands Food Pantry     

Concordia Seminary             Friend of Moms                   Lutherans for Life    

KFUO Radio       Chapel Summer Camp      

  

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2024 
 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org

