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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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First Sunday in Lent 
March 9, 2025 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.   

 

AS WE GATHER 
We come together in the season of Lent to grow in our understanding and appreciation 

of Christ’s sacrifice for us through Word and Sacrament. It is the central teaching of the 

Christian Church that God, in His holiness, is reconciling the world unto Himself 

through the atoning sacrifice of His Son, our Lord and Christ (2 Corinthians 5:19) and 

thereby makes us holy. May God send His Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may be 

sanctified and renewed, even as the lengthening days lead us to the bright Easter dawn. 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”               arr. by Duane Funderburk 

 

 

  

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        

 656 A Mighty Fortress  

 

INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Leader: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. 

People: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

 

Leader: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

People: Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like 

lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our 

hearts. We have offended You and sinned against Your holy law. 

 We have done those things that we should not have done, and we have 

not done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, 

Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to Your promises 

in Christ Jesus.  

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Leader: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent His Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our 

guilt by His death on the cross and freed us from death by His 

resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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KYRIE (Lord, have mercy) 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
(continued on next page) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray. 

People: O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and 

brought them to the Promised Land. Guide the people of Your church 

that following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this 

world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                        Deuteronomy 26:1–11 

(Moses prepares Israel for entrance into the Promised Land.) 

         
1 When you have entered the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance 

and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 2 take some of the firstfruits of all that 

you produce from the soil of the land the LORD your God is giving you and put them in 

a basket. Then go to the place the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his 

Name 3 and say to the priest in office at the time, "I declare today to the LORD your God 

that I have come to the land the LORD swore to our forefathers to give us."  
4 The priest shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the altar of 

the LORD your God. 5 Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: "My father 

was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a few people and lived 

there and became a great nation, powerful and numerous. 6 But the Egyptians 

mistreated us and made us suffer, putting us to hard labor. 7 Then we cried out to the 

LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our misery, toil 

and oppression. 8 So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and wonders. 9 He 

brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey; 10 

and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me." Place the 

basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him. 11 And you and the 

Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God 

has given to you and your household.  

  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM          Psalm 91:1-13 
 

Leader: He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of  

  the Almighty.  

People: I will say of the LORD, "He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in  

  whom I trust."  
 

Leader: Surely he will save you from the fowler's snare and from the deadly  

  pestilence.  

People: He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find  

  refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.  
 

Leader: You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 

People: nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that  

  destroys at midday.  
 

Leader: A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it  

  will not come near you.  

People: You will only observe with your eyes and see the punishment of the  

  wicked. 
 

Leader: If you make the Most High your dwelling-- even the LORD, who is my  

  refuge— 

People: then no harm will befall you, no disaster will come near your tent.  
 

Leader: For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all  

  your ways;  

People: they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot  

  against a stone. 
 

Leader: You will tread upon the lion and the cobra;  

People: you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 
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EPISTLE                                                    Romans 10:8b–13 

(The message of salvation to all)  

"The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart," that is, the word of faith 

we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe 

in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your 

heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and 

are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, "Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to 

shame." 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile--the same Lord is Lord of 

all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved."  

              

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 
ANTHEM 
 “Merciful God”                                   Getty, setting by Craig Courtney 
 

Merciful God O abounding in love, Faithful to all who draw near You 

Hearing the cries of the humble in heart, Showing the cross they may cling to 

Helpless I come broken in sin, Found at the feet of Your mercy 

Father forgive, May my sin be remembered no more 

  

Merciful God O abounding in love, Faithful through times we have failed You 

Selfish in thought and uncaring in deed, Foolish in word and ungrateful 

Spirit of God conquer our hearts, With love that flows from forgiveness 

Cause us to yield, And return to the mercy of God 

  

Merciful God O abounding in love ,Faithful to keep us from falling 

Guiding our ways with Your fatherly heart, Growing our faith with each testing 

God speed the day struggles will end, Faultless we'll gaze on Your glory 

Then we will stand, Overwhelmed by the mercy of God 
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Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

HOLY GOSPEL                                                        Luke 4:1–13 

(The temptation of Jesus) 

   
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the 

desert, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those 

days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 3 The devil said to him, "If you are the Son 

of God, tell this stone to become bread."  

 

4 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.'" 

 

5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of 

the world. 6 And he said to him, "I will give you all their authority and splendor, for it 

has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7 So if you worship me, it will 

all be yours."  

 

8 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.'"  

 

9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 

"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here. 10 For it is written: 

"'He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 11 they will lift you 

up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"  

 

12 Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 13 When the devil 

had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.        
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

  
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/4.html
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HYMN 
             418 O Lord, Throughout these Forty Days 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 

Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Leader:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Leader:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Leader:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

OFFERING 
During the offering, please sign the Record of Fellowship found at the end of each pew 

 
  “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”               arr. by Phillip Keveren 

 

Please stand 

OFFERTORY 

 655 Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  
 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 

And bring to naught all He has done. 

  

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 

May sing Your praise eternally. 
 
Text: Public domain 
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 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil 

and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we 

might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the Paschal Feast in sincerity and 

truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and singing: 
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SANCTUS (Holy, holy, holy) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 
AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Instrumental Solo: 

 “Abide with Me”                                                            arr. by Kurt Kaiser 

 

727 On Eagle’s Wings  

 571 God Loved the World so that He Gave 

 594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

 

 

 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Lord God of mercy, I give You thanks for the body and blood of Your Son; for the Word by which 

You give me forgiveness; for Your promises by which You give me life.  May the gifts of Your 

heavenly banquet fortify me against the Evil One and strengthen me in the face of the world.  

Help me to live as one who hungers for Your grace, who thirsts after righteousness, who longs to 

taste of Your goodness, that I may sit at Your table at the heavenly feast which has no end.  In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor:  O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, 

People: His mercy endures forever. 

 

Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty God, both for Your command to believe 

and for the faith to receive this salutary gift, and we pray that as Christ’s 

redeemed people we may show forth the light of Your grace and love to 

our neighbors; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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4 Jesus came, this word fulfilling, 

    Trampled Satan, death defied; 

Bore the brunt of our temptation, 

    On the wretched tree He died. 

Yet to life was raised victorious; 

    By His life our life supplied. 

 

6 Jesus, send Your angel legions 

    When the foe would us enslave. 

Hold us fast when sin assaults us; 

    Come, then, Lord, Your people save. 

Overthrow at last the dragon; 

    Send him to his fiery grave. 
 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 
RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 521 Christ, the Lord of Host, Unshaken 

 

1 Christ, the Lord of hosts, unshaken 

    By the devil’s seething rage, 

Thwarts the plan of Satan’s minions; 

    Wins the strife from age to age; 

Conquers sin and death forever; 

    Slams them in their steely cage. 

  

3 Long on earth the battle rages, 

    Since the serpent’s first deceit; 

Twisted God’s command to Adam, 

    Made forbidden fruit look sweet. 

Then the curse of God was spoken: 

    “You’ll lie crushed beneath His feet!” 

 

Text: © Peter M. Prange. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ 
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POSTLUDE 
 “Allegro” (from Cello Sonata no. 3)            A. Vivaldi 

 
 

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Jeremiah 26:8-15; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 2. Copyright © 2024 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
CCLI Song # 4800758 Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Stuart Townend 
© 2006 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  
CCLI License # 11301522 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch         
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch   

     8:30 a.m. Samuel Wondemu   

     11:00 a.m. Matthew Shipman       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Lynn Fruend  

     11:00 a.m.      John Zvirgzdins                 
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Nathan Runser   

     11:00 a.m. Emma Runser     
 

Choir:     11:00 a.m. Choral Singers 
                            

Instrumentalist:   Gary Lee, cello 
    

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
                                  

Elder of the Week:   David Stahlhut      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


