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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
November 13, 2022 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded. 

 

AS WE GATHER 
In today’s Readings, we hear warnings about the coming day of the Lord. Such 

warnings can fill us with fear and questions. But we are also encouraged by God’s 

faithfulness and steadfastness. He protects us from the assaults of Satan. He establishes 

us and keeps us. He directs our hearts toward love. “May the Lord direct your hearts to 

the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ” (2 Thessalonians 3:5). God grant us 

such hearts! 

 

 

  

 

PRELUDE 
 “Voluntary in C Major”                                ed. By Richard Peek  

    

 

     

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 

 

 

 

 

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 
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ANTHEM 
 “He Will Hold Me Fast”                                      Ada Habershon & Matthew Merker 

  

 When I fear my faith will fail, 

 Christ will hold me fast. 

 When the tempter would prevail, 

 He will hold me fast. 

 I could never keep my hold 

 Through life's fearful path; 

 For my love is often cold, 

 He must hold me fast. 

  

Chorus: 

 He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast. 

 For my Savior loves me so, He will hold me fast. 

  

 Those He saves are His delight, 

 Christ will hold me fast. 

 Precious in His holy sight, 

 He will hold me fast. 

 He'll not let my soul be lost, 

 His Promises shall last. 

 Bought by Him at such a cost, 

 He will hold me fast. (chorus) 

  

Congregation: 

 For my life He bled and died, 

 Christ will hold me fast. 

 Justice has been satisfied, 

 He will hold me fast. 

 Raised with Him to endless life, 

 He will hold me fast. 

 Till our faith is turned to sight, 

 When He comes at last. (chorus) 

  

  



 

3 

 

 PREPARATION  
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 508 The Day is Surely Drawing Near 
 

1 The day is surely drawing near 

    When Jesus, God’s anointed, 

In all His power shall appear 

    As judge whom God appointed. 

Then fright shall banish idle mirth, 

And flames on flames shall ravage earth 

    As Scripture long has warned us. 
 

2 The final trumpet then shall sound 

    And all the earth be shaken, 

And all who rest beneath the ground 

    Shall from their sleep awaken. 

But all who live will in that hour, 

By God’s almighty, boundless pow’r, 

    Be changed at His commanding. 
 

5 My Savior paid the debt I owe 

    And for my sin was smitten; 

Within the Book of Life I know 

    My name has now been written. 

I will not doubt, for I am free, 

And Satan cannot threaten me; 

    There is no condemnation! 
 

6 May Christ our intercessor be 

    And through His blood and merit 

Read from His book that we are free 

    With all who life inherit. 

Then we shall see Him face to face, 

With all His saints in that blest place 

    Which He has purchased for us. 

                                    (continued on next page) 
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7 O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

    But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our way 

    In fear and tribulation. 

O hear and grant our fervent plea: 

Come, mighty judge, and set us free 

    From death and ev’ry evil. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

 

 

BAPTISM 
 Makenna Marie Bowen 

 The daughter of Brendan and Tenesha Bowen 

 Sponsors: Brendan Bladdick and Jakia Brown 

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of Your people,   

  turning us from our sin to live for You alone. Give us the power of Your  

  Holy Spirit that, attentive to Your word, we may confess our sins, receive  

  Your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Your Son, Jesus Christ our 

  Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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Leader: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

  Gracious God, 

People: have mercy on us. In Your compassion forgive us our sins, known and  

  unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by Your Spirit so  

  that we may live and serve You in newness of life, to the honor and  

  glory of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Leader: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our  

  Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  

  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
 808 O Sing to the Lord 

 

1 O sing to the Lord, 

    O sing God a new song. 

O sing to the Lord, 

    O sing God a new song. 

O sing to the Lord, 

    O sing God a new song. 

O sing to our God, 

    O sing to our God. 

 

2 For God is the Lord! 

    And God has done wonders. 

For God is the Lord! 

    And God has done wonders. 

For God is the Lord! 

    And God has done wonders. 

O sing to our God, 

    O sing to our God. 

                           (continued on next page) 
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4 O shout to our God, 

    Who gave us the Spirit. 

O shout to our God, 

    Who gave us the Spirit. 

O shout to our God, 

    Who gave us the Spirit. 

O sing to our God, 

    O sing to our God. 

 

5 For Jesus is Lord! 

    Amen! Alleluia! 

For Jesus is Lord! 

    Amen! Alleluia! 

For Jesus is Lord! 

    Amen! Alleluia! 

O sing to our God, 

    O sing to our God. 

 
Text: © Gerhard Cartford. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray.  

People: O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly 

great and precious promises to those who trust in You. Rule and govern 

our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may live and abide 

forever in Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                            Malachi 4:1–6  

(The day of the Lord is coming.) 
                  
1 "Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every 

evildoer will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire," says the 

LORD Almighty. "Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 But for you who revere 

my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go 

out and leap like calves released from the stall. 3 Then you will trample down the 

wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these 

things," says the LORD Almighty.  

 
4 "Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave him at Horeb for 

all Israel.  

 
5 "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD 

comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the 

children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a curse."                  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

PSALM                  Psalm 98 

Leader: Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things; his right 

  hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 

People: The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his   

  righteousness to the nations.  

 

Leader: He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel; all 

  the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

People: Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with  

  music; 

                 (continued on next page) 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/malachi/4.html
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Leader: make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of  

  singing, 

People: with trumpets and the blast of the ram's horn-- shout for joy before the  

  LORD, the King.  

 

Leader: Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in  

  it.  

People: Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; 

 

Leader: let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 

People: He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

 

 

 

 

EPISTLE                                      2 Thessalonians 3:6–13  

(Paul warns against idleness.) 

 
6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers, to keep away from 

every brother who is idle and does not live according to the teaching you received from 

us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were not idle 

when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for it. On the 

contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a 

burden to any of you.  9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, 

but in order to make ourselves a model for you to follow. 10 For even when we were with 

you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat." 

 
11 We hear that some among you are idle. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such 

people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the bread 

they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers, never tire of doing what is right. 
                                      

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/98.html
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Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                           Luke 21:5–28   

(Jesus prophesies the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem.) 

                
5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with 

beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 "As for what you see 

here, the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one of them 

will be thrown down."  

 
7 "Teacher," they asked, "when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that 

they are about to take place?"  

 
8 He replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, 

claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is near.' Do not follow them. 9 When you hear of wars 

and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will 

not come right away." 

 
10 Then he said to them: "Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 
11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful 

events and great signs from heaven. 

 
12 "But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. They will deliver 

you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, 

and all on account of my name. 13 This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14 But 

make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15 For I 

will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or 

contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and 

they will put some of you to death. 17 All men will hate you because of me. 18 But not a 

hair of your head will perish. 19 By standing firm you will gain life. 

 

                (continued on next page) 
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20 "When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its 

desolation is near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in 

the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. 22 For this is the time of 

punishment in fulfillment of all that has been written. 23 How dreadful it will be in those 

days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be great distress in the land 

and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the sword and will be taken as 

prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times 

of the Gentiles are fulfilled.  

 
25 "There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in 

anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. 26 Men will faint from 

terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be 

shaken. 27 At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 

great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, 

because your redemption is drawing near."         
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN 
             509 Christ is Surely Coming Bringing His Reward 
  

  

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
  

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/21.html
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Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 

 

OFFERING 
 “Great is Thy Faithfulness”                            setting by N. Johnson 
  

 
Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 
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 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the 

grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and singing: 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
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PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 

 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 595 O Blessed Spring, Where Word and Sign 

             809   Great is Thy Faithfulness 
  

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Lord God of mercy, I give You thanks for the body and blood of Your Son; for the Word by which 

You give me forgiveness; for Your promises by which You give me life.  May the gifts of Your 

heavenly banquet fortify me against the Evil One and strengthen me in the face of the world.  

Help me to live as one who hungers for Your grace, who thirsts after righteousness, who longs to 

taste of Your goodness, that I may sit at Your table at the heavenly feast which has no end.  In 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 
 

  

BENEDICTION    

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 728 How Firm a Foundation 
  
 

  
POSTLUDE 

 “Renaissance Dance”                        T. Susato 

 

 
Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Malachi 3:13-18; Colossians 1:13-20; Luke 23:27-43 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C Quarter 4 Copyright © 2022 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 
“He Will Hold Me Fast”  CCLI Song # 7016161  Ada Ruth Habershon | Matthew Merker 
© 2013 Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
Matthew Merker Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 11301522 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
http://www.ccli.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch        
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Ellory Glenn   

     8:30 a.m. Theodore Laesch   

     11:00 a.m. Jacob Anderson       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Bill Kooi 

     11:00 a.m. Ken Kreitner                      
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Jonah Meyer   

     11:00 a.m. Nathan Runser 

 

Soloist:     8:30 a.m. Ted Laesch     
 

Choir:     11:00 a.m. Sunday School Choir 
                            

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
                                  

Elder of the Week:   Matt Gahr  
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*Day 3 Seeds  *Christian Friends of New Americans  *Food for the Poor 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp  Apple of His Eye                     Hope Center for Families 

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2021-2022 
 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 


