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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Christ the King 
November 26, 2023 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded.    

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

The end of one Church Year takes us one year further away from the first coming of 

Christ and one year closer to His return in glory as Lord and King of all. Our Lord has 

come to gather together all His people to deliver them into the kingdom prepared for 

them before the world was made. When Jesus returns in glory, He comes to bring to 

completion what He began and to fulfill our lives by ushering in His eternal kingdom. 

This was the plan all along—though we have seen it unfold in bits and pieces and fail to 

see its purpose from beginning to end. He comes to us to finish His new creation and to 

seal us in His kingdom forevermore. 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “Flute Sonata in F Major”                                   B. Marcello  

    

      
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND EXCHANGE OF PEACE 
It is important to recognize that some people are especially susceptible to viruses that can be 

spread by contact and that some immune systems are very sensitive. Please understand that some 

may choose not to shake hands during the Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a 

verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile. 
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 PREPARATION  

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 

 

 

 
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 905 Come, Thou Almighty King 

 

 

 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP                                             Psalm 95:1-7 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout aloud to the rock of our 

salvation. 

People: Let us come before Him with thanksgiving, and extol Him with music 

and song. 

 

Pastor: For the Lord is a great God, the great King above all gods. 

People: In His hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong 

to Him. 

 

Pastor: The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands formed the dry land. 

People: Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord  our 

maker. 

 

Pastor: For He is our God, 

People: and we are the people of His pasture, the flock under His care. 
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4 Beautiful Savior, 

    Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Glory and honor, 

    Praise, adoration 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

Pastor: For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

People: If we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor: Today God calls us to serve our king, Jesus. 

 

 (silence for reflection) 

 

Pastor: Most merciful God, 

People: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sought to rule our own lives, and have not submitted to Your 

gracious reign. Our thoughts are many times only of ourselves; our 

words are often meant to manipulate and control others, not build them 

up; our deeds are centered on our own desires, not Yours, O Lord. 

Forgive us, for the sake of our king, Jesus. 

 

Pastor: You are blessed by the Father. For Jesus’ sake, He declares you righteous 

and forgives your sins. Therefore, in the stead and by the command of 

our king Jesus, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, the  

 Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. Thanks be to God!  

 

 

  

HYMN OF PRAISE 
 537 Beautiful Savior 
  

1 Beautiful Savior, 

    King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

    Truly I’d love Thee, 

    Truly I’d serve Thee, 

Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 
Text: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

People: Almighty and everlasting God, it is Your will to restore all things to 

Your beloved Son, whom You anointed King of all creation. Unite all 

the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, under the 

glorious and gentle rule of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                      Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24 

(God will shepherd His people Himself.) 

    
11 "'For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and look 

after them. 12 As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I 

look after my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places where they were scattered on 

a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out from the nations and gather them 

from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture them on the 

mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend 

them in a good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land. 

There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture 

on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down, 

declares the Sovereign LORD. 16 I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. I will 

bind up the injured and strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. 

I will shepherd the flock with justice. 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/ezekiel/34.html
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20 "'Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says to them: See, I myself will judge 

between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21 Because you shove with flank and shoulder, 

butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you have driven them away, 22 I will 

save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered. I will judge between one sheep and 

another. 23 I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend 

them; he will tend them and be their shepherd. 24 I the LORD will be their God, and my 

servant David will be prince among them. I the LORD have spoken.         
  

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

EPISTLE                                           1 Corinthians 15:20–28  

(Christ is the first to rise from death; death will be destroyed.) 

 

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes 

also through a man. 22 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But 

each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to 

him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after 

he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has 

put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For he 

"has put everything under his feet." Now when it says that "everything" has been put 

under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under 

Christ. 28 When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who 

put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.   

               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
                

HOLY GOSPEL                                                  Matthew 25:31–46  

(The Christian life involves loving the people around us.) 
 

 
31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on 

his throne in heavenly glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 

separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  

 
34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 

world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes 

and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 

to visit me.'  

 
37 "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 

you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and 

invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in 

prison and go to visit you?'  

 
40 "The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers of mine, you did for me.'  

 
41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me 

nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and 

you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in 

prison and you did not look after me.'  
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44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?'  

 
45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 

these, you did not do for me.'  

 
46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
                        

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

HYMN 
             525 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes: 
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Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 
CONFIRMATION AND RECEIVING OF NEW MEMBERS 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

ANTHEM 
 

 “There is a Higher Throne”                                                  Getty 

 

There is a higher throne than all this world has known; 

Where faithful ones from ev'ry tongue will one day come. 

Before the Son we'll stand, made faultless through the Lamb; 

Believing hearts find promised grace: salvation comes. 

  

Chorus: 

Hear heaven's voices sing. Their thund'rous anthem rings 

Through em'rald courts and sapphire skies, their praises rise 

All glory, wisdom, pow'r, strength, thanks and honor are 

To God, our King, who reigns on high forever more. 

  

And there we'll find our home, our life before the throne; 

We'll honor Him in perfect song where we belong. 

He'll wipe each tear-stained eye, as thirst and hunger die; 

The Lamb becomes our Shepherd King: we'll reign with Him. 

  
CCLI Song # 3994672   Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty   © 2002 Thankyou Music 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 11301522 

 

https://songselect.ccli.com/about/termsofuse
https://www.ccli.com/
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4 May ev’ry heart confess Your name, 

    Forever You adore, 

And, seeking You, itself inflame 

    To seek You more and more! 
 

Please stand 

OFFERTORY 
 554  O Jesus, King Most Wonderful   
 

1 O Jesus, King most wonderful! 

    O Conqueror renowned! 

O Source of peace ineffable, 

    In whom all joys are found: 

Text: Public domain 

 

 
 

 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Pastor: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 

You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who preserves His Church to the end of time, 

when He will come again as king to judge all people and take His own to 

glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise Your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 SANCTUS 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 

Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 
AGNUS DEI 
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They suffer with their Lord below, 

    They reign with Him above, 

Their profit and their joy to know 

    The myst’ry of His love. 

  The cross He bore is life and health, 

    Though shame and death to Him: 

His people’s hope, His people’s wealth, 

    Their everlasting theme. 

 

If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes 

down the aisle. 
 

When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants 

may take whichever is preferred.  If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the 

communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.  
  

Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the 

alcohol in wine. 

 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

  

 532 The Head that Once was Crowned with Thorns 
  

The Head that once was crowned with thorns 

Is crowned with glory now; 

    A royal diadem adorns 

       The mighty Victor’s brow. 

    The highest place that heav’n affords 

        Is His, is His by right, 

    The King of kings and Lord of lords, 

        And heav’n’s eternal Light; 
 

The Joy of all who dwell above, 

       The Joy of all below 

   To whom He manifests His love 

      And grants His name to know. 

   To them the cross, with all its shame, 

      With all its grace, is giv’n; 

   Their name an everlasting name, 

      Their joy the joy of heav’n. 
 

Text: Public domain 
  
 
 

 735 Have No Fear, Little Flock 

 564 Christ Sits at God’s Right Hand 
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SILENT PRAYER 

You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Lord Jesus, we have gathered together in Your house to be guests at Your table.  We thank and 

praise You that You have nourished us with Your body and blood and have covered our sinful 

hearts with the pure garment of Your perfect righteousness.  As You have drawn close to us and 

shown us Your love and forgiveness, in the same way, help us to drawn close and love one 

another.  Keep us in the true Christian faith so that we glorify You with our lives until that time 

that You call us to be guests at Your heavenly table.  In Your name we pray, Amen. 

 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the 

feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. 

 Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on 

the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate 

the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 

 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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6 Christians, this Lord Jesus 

    Shall return again 

In His Father’s glory, 

    With His angel train; 

For all wreaths of empire 

    Meet upon His brow, 

And our hearts confess Him 

    King of glory now. 

 

 7 Glory then to Jesus, 

    Who, the Prince of light, 

To a world in darkness 

    Brought the gift of sight; 

Praise to God the Father; 

    In the Spirit’s love 

Praise we all together 

    Him who reigns above. 

 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 
 512 At the Name of Jesus 

 

1 At the name of Jesus 

    Ev’ry knee shall bow, 

Ev’ry tongue confess Him 

    King of glory now. 

’Tis the Father’s pleasure 

    We should call Him Lord, 

Who from the beginning 

    Was the mighty Word. 

 

5 In your hearts enthrone Him; 

    There let Him subdue 

All that is not holy, 

    All that is not true: 

Crown Him as your captain 

    In temptation’s hour; 

Let His will enfold you 

    In its light and pow’r. 

Text: Public domain 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Trumpet Tune in D Major”              Jeremiah Clarke 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 1:17-25; Luke 24:13-35 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2023 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    5:00 p.m. Jedidiah McClellan 

     8:30 a.m. Ellory Glenn 

     11:00 a.m. Ellory Glenn        
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch   

     8:30 a.m. Jacob Anderson   

     11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Anna Zvirgzdins 

     11:00 a.m.  Ken Gerler                     
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Jordan Hill   

     11:00 a.m. Jonah Meyer   

 

Soloist:     11:00 a.m.  Nate Laesch   
 

Choir:     8:30 a.m. Choral Singers 
                            

Instrumentalists:   Nate Laesch, trumpet 

     Zoe Laesch, flute 
    

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
                                  

Elder of the Week:   Paul Brameier  
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Brett Arrasmith, Vicar                              417-592-1854       vicar@chapelofthecross.org  

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*L.A.M.P. Lutheran Assoc. of Missionaries & Pilots  

*Lutheran Bible Translators  * Helping Hands Food Pantry     

Concordia Seminary                               Friend of Moms                         Food for the Poor 

Day 3 Seeds                                              Lutherans for Life                                    KFUO Radio       

Chapel Summer Camp     Apple of His Eye     

  

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2023 
 

 
Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org

