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Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 7 & 8, 2020
5:00 p.m. & 11:00 a.m.

AS WE GATHER

As the Church Year comes near its end, our attention turns to the day when Jesus will
come again as Lord and Judge of all. Though some have tried to turn this into a fearful
day, we know who is coming again and why He comes. He comes to complete what He
began by His death and resurrection and to bring home all who believe in Him. He
comes as the Lord of hope to bring the fulfillment of their hope to all who believe in
Him. In a world so filled with hopelessness and despair, we rejoice in the Lord who
keeps His promises and seals us in hope for all eternity.

PRELUDE
“O God Beyond all Praising” setting by Lloyd Larson

WELCOME



" PREPARATION %

OPENING HYMN

516

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying (sung by soloist)

“Wake, awake, for night is flying,”
The watchmen on the heights are crying;
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!”
Midnight hears the welcome voices
And at the thrilling cry rejoices:
“Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?
The Bridegroom comes, awake!
Your lamps with gladness take!
Alleluia!
With bridal care
Yourselves prepare
To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.”

Zion hears the watchmen singing,
And all her heart with joy is springing;
She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
For her Lord comes down all-glorious,
The strong in grace, in truth victorious;
Her star is ris’n, her light is come.
Now come, Thou Blessed One,
Lord Jesus, God’s own Son,
Hail! Hosanna!
We enter all
The wedding hall
To eat the Supper at Thy call.

(continued on next page)



Now let all the heav'ns adore Thee,

Let saints and angels sing before Thee
With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone.

Of one pearl each shining portal,

Where, joining with the choir immortal,
We gather round Thy radiant throne.

No eye has seen the light,

No ear has heard the might
Of Thy glory;

Therefore will we

Eternally

Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!

Public domain

Please stand

INVOCATION

Leader:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the * Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:

The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let us
gather under the wings of God’s mercy. Gracious God,

we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins — those
known to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen
by You. We know that before You nothing remains hidden, and in You
everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us from
the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in Your sight;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.
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Leader:

Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies.

People: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.

Leader: Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear.

People: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.

Leader: With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us
all our sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the
light of the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the way of peace.

People: Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

I Know that My Redeemer Lives (vv. 1, 2, 7-8) (sung by soloist)

I know that my Redeemer lives;

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, He lives, who once was dead;
He lives, my ever-living head.

He lives triumphant from the grave;
He lives eternally to save;

He lives all-glorious in the sky;

He lives exalted there on high.

He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;

He lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to His name!

He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

Public domain



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Leader: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.

Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His Bride,
the Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally
enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

People: Amen.

 WORD ¥

OLD TESTAMENT READING Amos 5:18-24
(The day of the Lord is coming.)

18 Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the day of the
LORD? That day will be darkness, not light. ¥ It will be as though a man fled from a lion
only to meet a bear, as though he entered his house and rested his hand on the wall only
to have a snake bite him. 2 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light-- pitch-
dark, without a ray of brightness?

21"T hate, I despise your religious feasts; I cannot stand your assemblies. 2 Even though
you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. Though you
bring choice fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. 2 Away with the noise
of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. 2 But let justice roll on like a
river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/amos/5.html

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
(We will always be with the Lord.)

13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve
like the rest of men, who have no hope. '* We believe that Jesus died and rose again and
so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.

15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left
till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.

16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise
first.

17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
18 Therefore encourage each other with these words.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.



Please stand

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
People: Glory to You, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13

(The parable of the ten virgins.)

1 "At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and
went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were wise. * The
foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them.  The wise, however,
took oil in jars along with their lamps. > The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and
they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

¢ "At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!'

7"Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. ® The foolish ones said to the
wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.'

" 'No," they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those
who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.'

10"But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins
who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.

11 "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for us!'
12"But he replied, T tell you the truth, I don't know you.'

13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.


http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/25.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/25.html

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

++ + Special Intercessions + + +
Each concluding: Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power

and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

# SACRAMENT %

In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine. The two great
blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life. In
response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.
There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to
answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?
2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior? 3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life? If you
agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of me.

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.



PEACE OF THE LORD

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you.

After the Words of Institution are spoken, the bread and wine (sealed in a plastic chalice) will be distributed
to communicants in the pew. Non-alcoholic elements have the letters “NA"” written on the top of the
chalice.

Please wait to open the sealed chalice until after the bread and wine has been distributed to everyone. When
all have received the bread and wine, we will all take the body of blood of Christ together at the same time.

The ushers will collect the used communion cup when you are dismissed to leave after the closing hymn.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

ANTHEM
“My Lord, What a Morning”

refrain My Lord, what a morning;
My Lord, what a morning;
Oh, my Lord, what a morning,
When the stars begin to fall,
When the stars begin to fall.

1 You'll hear the trumpet sound,
To wake the nations underground,
Looking to my God’s right hand,
When the stars begin to fall. (Refrain)

2 You'll hear the sinner cry,
To wake the nations underground,
Looking to my God’s right hand,
When the stars begin to fall. (Refrain)
(continued on next page)
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3 You'll hear the Christian shout,
To wake the nations underground,
Looking to my God’s right hand,

When the stars begin to fall. (Refrain)

Public domain

SILENT PRAYER
You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts:

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and
blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth
received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the
forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen
Please stand

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor: Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have graced us with Your
presence in this Sacrament, and we pray that You would continually
make Your presence known as we await the return of Your Son; through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People: Amen.
BENEDICTION
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
People: Amen.

11



CLOSING HYMN

515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers,
And let your lights appear;
The evening is advancing,
And darker night is near.
The Bridegroom is arising
And soon is drawing nigh.
Up, pray and watch and wrestle;
At midnight comes the cry.

2 The watchers on the mountain
Proclaim the Bridegroom near;
Go forth as He approaches
With alleluias clear.
The marriage feast is waiting;
The gates wide open stand.
Arise, O heirs of glory;
The Bridegroom is at hand.

3 The saints, who here in patience
Their cross and suff’rings bore,
Shall live and reign forever
When sorrow is no more.
Around the throne of glory
The Lamb they shall behold;
In triumph cast before Him
Their diadems of gold.

(continued on next page)
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4 Our hope and expectation,

O Jesus, now appear;

Arise, O Sun so longed for,
O’er this benighted sphere.

With hearts and hands uplifted,
We plead, O Lord, to see

The day of earth’s redemption
That sets Your people free!

Public domain

POSTLUDE
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” setting by Jeffrey Blersch

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading:
Zephaniah 1:7-16; I Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymmns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service
Builder.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Serving at Chapel

Preacher: James Marriott
Liturgists: 5:00 p.m. James Marriott
8:30 a.m. Jake Bellinghausen

11:00 a.m. Jedidiah McClellan

Singers: 5:00 p.m. Denise Koch
8:30 a.m. Denise Koch
11:00 a.m. Ellory Glenn

Instrumentalists: Lynda Christian, oboe
Craig Schlichtmann, clarinet

Organist & Accompanist: Ryan Meyer



Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO 63136
(314) 741-3737 www.chapelofthecross.org
Email: office@chapelofthecross.org

Worship and Christian Education
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m.
Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m.

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1 and 3" and 5" Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m.,
the 2" and 4" and 5" Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,
and the 1% and 3" and 5" Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth — 9:45 a.m.

Chapel Ministry Staff

Home Phone E-mail
Theodore Laesch, Pastor 355-0688  pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org
James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth (972) 741-5978 james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org
Ellory Glenn, Vicar 369-8014  ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org
Ryan Meyer, Director of Music 839-0306  ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org
Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry 200-9797  bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org
Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant 921-1107  pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org
Norman Meyer, Pastoral Assistant 499-4032  pastormeyer@chapelofthecross.org

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord. 355-0688  family@chapelofthecross.org

Missions
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations:

Day 3 Seeds* Hope Center for Families* Apple of His Eye*
Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary Friend of Moms
Sidewalk Sunday School Lutherans for Life KFUO Radio
Chapel Summer Camp

* indicates special emphasis in 2020

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the
English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod



mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

