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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

To Our Visitors 

We offer you a very warm welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran!  We are happy to have 

you worshipping with us and hope that your worship here today and the Word of God that is 

shared will assist you in the week ahead.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you 

would prayerfully consider making Chapel of the Cross that home.  May God bless your week! 

 

Nursery 

If you need to take your infant or toddler out of the worship service, the nursery is available for 

your use.  The worship service is broadcast to the nursery.  An usher will be happy to show you 

where it is located. 

 

Sunday School and Bible Study 

We have an exciting Sunday School program for children age 2 and up. We also offer Bible 

studies for youth and adults at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School rooms are in the Lower Level.  Check the 

Chapel Weekly handout for Bible study locations.  An usher will be happy to take you to the 

appropriate place. 

 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion is celebrated regularly and often here at Chapel of the Cross.  If you have 

questions about Holy Communion and what we as a church believe about it, please speak with 

the Pastor before the service.  Children are invited to come forward with their parents for a 

blessing. 

 

Sound Enhancement Devices 
If you are hearing impaired there are sound enhancement devices available.  Please ask an usher 

for a personal receiver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

October 16, 2022 

11:00 a.m. 

 
Please note: This worship service is live streamed and recorded. 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Although the Old Testament Reading and Gospel teach us about our prayer life, the 

Epistle goes beyond our conversation with God to His grace in time and eternity. Paul 

calls Scripture God-breathed and thereby reminds us of the breath of God in creation, 

Jesus’ breathing on the disciples on Easter, and the clear witness that Scripture gives 

about our Savior. In this truth, we find confident hope that God hears our prayers. 

Today’s Readings provide examples of prayer: Jacob receives a greater blessing than he 

expects, and a woman in Jesus’ parable obtains justice in her persistence. But prayer 

does not really start with our request; it is always a response to God’s grace and mercy 

revealed in the God-breathed Scriptures and known by faith in our Savior. We now hear 

that Word and respond with our brothers and sisters in confident peace and joy. 
 

  

 

  

PRELUDE 
 “Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You”                   setting by Wayne L.  Wold  

 

 

         

WELCOME 

 

 

 

 
The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding   

us that Christ leads us into the presence of God. 
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 PREPARATION  
Please stand 

ENTRANCE HYMN        
 869 With the Lord Begin Your Task 

 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Pastor:  The Sun of righteousness shall rise with shining beams of healing. Let us  

  gather under the wings of God’s mercy. Gracious God, 

People: we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins – those  

  known to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen  

  by You. We know that before You nothing remains hidden, and in You  

  everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us from  

  the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in Your sight; 

  for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior. 

People: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

 

Pastor:  Remembering the covenant, God delivered us from our enemies. 

People: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

 

Pastor:  Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear. 

People: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free. 

 

Pastor:  With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us  

  all our sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the  

  light of the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the way of peace. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 548 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious 

 

1 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, victorious! 

    Thanks to Thee, O Lord of Life! 

Death hath now no power o’er us, 

    Thou hast conquered in the strife. 

Thanks because Thou didst arise 

And hast opened paradise! 

    None can fully sing the glory 

    Of the resurrection story. 

 

2 Thou hast died for my transgression, 

    All my sins on Thee were laid; 

Thou hast won for me salvation, 

    On the cross my debt was paid. 

From the grave I shall arise 

And shall meet Thee in the skies. 

    Death itself is transitory; 

    I shall lift my head in glory. 
 

3 For the joy Thine advent gave me, 

    For Thy holy, precious Word; 

For Thy Baptism, which doth save me, 

    For Thy blest Communion board; 

For Thy death, the bitter scorn, 

For Thy resurrection morn, 

    Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, 

    And in heav’n I shall behold Thee. 

Text: Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

People: O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to 

pray and have promised to hear us. Mercifully grant that Your Holy 

Spirit may direct and govern our hearts in all things that we may 

persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

   

    

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                                      Genesis 32:22–30  

(Jacob wrestles with God; his name becomes Israel.) 
 
22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two maidservants and his eleven 

sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he 

sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till 

daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket 

of Jacob's hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man 

said, "Let me go, for it is daybreak." 

 

But Jacob replied, "I will not let you go unless you bless me." 27 The man asked him, 

"What is your name?" "Jacob," he answered. 28 Then the man said, "Your name will no 

longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and 

have overcome."29 Jacob said, "Please tell me your name." But he replied, "Why do you 

ask my name?" Then he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "It 

is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared."                   
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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Soloist:  I lift my eyes to the mountains, from where cometh my help?  My help  

shall come from the One who has made the heavens and the earth, the  

Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Soloist:   I lift up my eyes to the hills-- where does my help come from? My help comes from the 

 LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. He will not let your foot slip-- he who watches 

 over you will not slumber; indeed, he who watches over Israel will neither slumber nor 

 sleep.  
 

Refrain 
 

Soloist:  The LORD watches over you-- the LORD is your shade at your right hand; the sun will 

 not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.The LORD will keep you from all harm-- he 

 will watch over your life; the LORD will watch over your coming and going both now 

 and forevermore. 

Refrain 
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EPISTLE                                                        2 Timothy 3:14–4:5  

(Scripture is God-breathed and makes us wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.) 
 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 

because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have 

known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith 

in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly 

equipped for every good work. 

 
1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and 

in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the Word; be 

prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage--with great 

patience and careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when men will not put up with 

sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great 

number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears 

away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, 

endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
GRADUAL 

 655 Lord Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/2-timothy/3.html
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Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                          Luke 18:1–8  

(In Jesus’ parable, a persistent widow is eventually granted 

 her request from even a godless judge.) 

                
1 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and 

not give up. 2 He said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor 

cared about men. 3 And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with 

the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.'  

        

4 "For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God 

or care about men, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets 

justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her coming!'" 

 

6 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God bring 

about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep 

putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, 

when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"     
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

HYMN 

             668 Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You 
  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/18.html
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please stand 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes: 



 

9 

 

OFFERING 
 “Sleepers Awake” (Wachet Auf, BWV 645)                                  setting by J. S. Bach 

 

 

 

 

 
Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

   
 



 

10 

 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the 

hymn is completed.  This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave. 

 

 

 

 

RECESSIONAL HYMN 

 924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 

  

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Trumpet Tune”                       Franklin Ashdown 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Genesis 4:1-15; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-17 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 Lutheran Service Builder License no. VVPKL-

GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ. 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch        
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Clifford Bischoff   

     8:30 a.m. Jacob Anderson   

     11:00 a.m. Theodore Laesch       
 

Lectors:      8:30 a.m. Ellory Glenn 

     11:00 a.m.   Christy Boehmer                    
 

Acolytes:    8:30 a.m. Nyla Hill   

     11:00 a.m. Ethan Moss    
 

Choir:     8:30 a.m. Choral Singers           

 

Soloist:     11:00 a.m. Lynda Christian               

 

Organist:      Ryan Meyer   

 

Accompanists:    Carolyn Rusnak & Ryan Meyer 

 

Director:    Ryan Meyer 
                                  

Elder of the Week:   Jay Zvirgzdins 
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 

11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 
Chapel Ministry Staff 

                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
       

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

*Day 3 Seeds  *Christian Friends of New Americans  *Food for the Poor 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp  Apple of His Eye                     Hope Center for Families 

                                                                                                         

                   

* indicates special emphasis in 2021-2022 
 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 


