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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
               

The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 
 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 18 & 19, 2021 

5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m. 

 

AS WE GATHER 
Jesus’ disciples did not understand the prophecy about His death and resurrection. They 

focused, instead, on their personal greatness. So, He inverted their viewpoint, using a 

child to explain that true greatness is in humble servanthood, in welcoming even 

children (then considered to be without status). But our inner passions rebel and war 

against such servanthood, as James explains in the Epistle. Fortunately, by the gracious 

gift of faith, in place of personal struggles, we can rely on God, as Jeremiah does in the 

Old Testament Reading and David in today’s psalm. Our Lord is the humblest and 

therefore greatest Servant, and by His death and resurrection He has proclaimed that 

God’s grace knows no bounds. Confidently, we can follow Him in humble servanthood 

each day. 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 
 “Chorale and Fugato”                            Leon Boellmann  

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 
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 PREPARATION  
Please stand 

OPENING HYMN        
 901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 
  

1 Open now thy gates of beauty; 

    Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty 

    Waits for Him who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessèd is this place, 

Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; 

    Here Thy seed is duly sown. 

Let my soul, where it is planted, 

    Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

So that all I hear may be 

Fruitful unto life in me. 

 

4 Thou my faith increase and quicken; 

    Let me keep Thy gift divine, 

Howsoe’er temptations thicken; 

    May Thy Word still o’er me shine 

As my guiding star through life, 

As my comfort in all strife. 

 

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; 

    Let Thy will be done indeed. 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee 

    While Thou dost Thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; 

Here is balm for all our woes. 

 
Public domain 
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INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. 

People: Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

 

Leader: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

People: Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from Your ways like 

lost sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our 

hearts. We have offended You and sinned against Your holy law. We 

have done those things that we should not have done, and we have not 

done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! 

Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to Your promises in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Leader: God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent His Son, Jesus 

Christ, to be our Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our 

guilt by His death on the cross and freed us from death by His 

resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
 822 Alleluia! Let Praises Ring 

 

2 Alleluia! Let praises ring! 

Unto the Lamb of God we sing, 

    In whom we are elected. 

He bought His Church with His own blood, 

He cleansed her in that blessèd flood, 

    And as His bride selected. 

        Holy, holy 

    Is our union 

    And communion. 

        His befriending 

Gives us joy and peace unending. 

 

4 Alleluia! Let praises ring! 

Unto our triune God we sing; 

    Blest be His name forever! 

With angel hosts let us adore 

And sing His praises evermore 

    For all His grace and favor! 

        Singing, ringing: 

    Holy, holy, 

    God is holy; 

        Spread the story 

Of our God, the Lord of glory! 

 
Public domain 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray.  

  

 God of love, in His ministry Your Son, Jesus put the needs of others 

ahead of His own. Keep us from thinking of ourselves more highly than 

we ought, and help us to mirror Christ’s love that seeks the good of 

others, through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING            Jeremiah 11:18–20  

(The prophet relies on God’s protection as his opponents plot against him.) 
 

18 Because the LORD revealed their plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he showed me 

what they were doing. 19 I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter; I did not 

realize that they had plotted against me, saying, 

 

 "Let us destroy the tree and its fruit; let us cut him off from the land of the living, that 

his name be remembered no more."  

 
20 But, O LORD Almighty, you who judge righteously and test the heart and mind, let 

me see your vengeance upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 

      

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                             Psalm 54 

Leader: Save me, O God, by your name; vindicate me by your might. 

People: Hear my prayer, O God; listen to the words of my mouth.   

 

Leader: Strangers are attacking me; ruthless men seek my life-- men without 

regard for God.  

People:  Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one who sustains me.  

 

Leader:  Let evil recoil on those who slander me; in your faithfulness destroy 

 them.  

People:  I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; I will praise your name, O  

 LORD, for it is good.  

 

Leader:  For he has delivered me from all my troubles,  

People: and my eyes have looked in triumph on my foes. 

 

 

EPISTLE                   James 3:13–4:10  

(The apostle proclaims God’s peace even as we struggle with inner warfare.) 

 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show it by his good life, by 

deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and 

selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such "wisdom" 

does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For where 

you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.  

 
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 

considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 
18Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 
 
1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that 

battle within you?  2 You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you 

cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not 

ask God. 3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that 

you may spend what you get on your pleasures.  

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/54.html
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4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred 

toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of 

God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that the spirit he caused to live in 

us envies intensely? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:  

 

"God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." 

 
7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come 

near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and  

purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your 

laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and 

he will lift you up. 
              

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 
ANTHEM 
 “Let the Words of My Mouth”                      K. Lee Scott 
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Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL                      Mark 9:30–37  

(After prophesying His death and resurrection, Jesus teaches the disciples how to serve humbly.) 

 
30 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know 

where they were, 31 because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, "The Son of 

Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three 

days he will rise." 32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask 

him about it.  

 
33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, "What were you 

arguing about on the road?" 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued 

about who was the greatest.  

 
35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be first, he must be 

the very last, and the servant of all."  

 
36 He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said 

to them, 37 "Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; 

and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me." 
                            

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 9 

 

HYMN 
 689 Let Me Be Thine Forever 
  

1 Let me be Thine forever, 

    My faithful God and Lord; 

Let me forsake Thee never 

    Nor wander from Thy Word. 

Lord, do not let me waver, 

    But give me steadfastness, 

And for such grace forever 

    Thy holy name I’ll bless. 

 

2 Lord Jesus, my salvation, 

    My light, my life divine, 

My only consolation, 

    O make me wholly Thine! 

For Thou hast dearly bought me 

    With blood and bitter pain. 

Let me, since Thou hast sought me, 

    Eternal life obtain. 

 

3 And Thou, O Holy Spirit, 

    My comforter and guide, 

Grant that in Jesus’ merit 

    I always may confide, 

Him to the end confessing 

    Whom I have known by faith. 

Give me Thy constant blessing 

    And grant a Christian death. 

 
  Public domain 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

Sermon Notes: 
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OFFERING 
 “Children of the Heavenly Father”            setting by J. Wayne Kerr 

 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 

 

PREFACE 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

                    (continued on next page) 
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Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on 

human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.  For our sake He died on 

the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling 

Your will and gaining for You a holy people.  Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 
 

SANCTUS 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

 

 

 

PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 
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AGNUS DEI 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
A “continuous communion table” will be the method of distribution this day. Communicants  

will come forward down the center aisle at the direction of the usher. You will receive the wafer from the 

pastor at the center and then proceed to the right or left (depending on which side of the church you are 

sitting) to receive the wine. You will then return  to your pew.  As is our custom, communion will be 

brought to people in the pews who have difficulty walking to the chancel. If you wish to take communion in 

the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes down the aisle. Also young children 

will receive a word of blessing.  
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

  
 725 Children of the Heavenly Father 
 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven 

Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 

2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things He spares them; 

In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 

Unto them His grace He showeth, 

And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 

4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them pure and holy. 

 
Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ 
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 594 God’s Only Child, I Gladly Say It 
 

1 God’s own child, I gladly say it: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

He, because I could not pay it, 

    Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many? 

I have one worth more than any 

    That brought me salvation free 

    Lasting to eternity! 

 

2 Sin, disturb my soul no longer: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

I have comfort even stronger: 

    Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 

Should a guilty conscience seize me 

Since my Baptism did release me 

    In a dear forgiving flood, 

    Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 

 

3 Satan, hear this proclamation: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

Drop your ugly accusation, 

    I am not so soon enticed. 

Now that to the font I’ve traveled, 

All your might has come unraveled, 

    And, against your tyranny, 

    God, my Lord, unites with me! 
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4 Death, you cannot end my gladness: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

When I die, I leave all sadness 

    To inherit paradise! 

Though I lie in dust and ashes 

Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 

    Baptism has the strength divine 

    To make life immortal mine. 

 

5 There is nothing worth comparing 

    To this lifelong comfort sure! 

Open-eyed my grave is staring: 

    Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, 

Still my soul continues praising: 

    I am baptized into Christ; 

    I’m a child of paradise! 

 
© 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: Chapel of the Cross no. VVPKL-GBOIT-LYVDV-EKAFZ 

 

 

 

 

SILENT PRAYER 

You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 

received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 

forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen 
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Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN 
 661 The Son of God Goes Forth to War 
 

1 The Son of God goes forth to war 

    A kingly crown to gain. 

His blood-red banner streams afar; 

    Who follows in His train? 

Who best can drink His cup of woe, 

    Triumphant over pain, 

Who patient bears his cross below— 

    He follows in His train. 

 

 

 

 



 19 

 

2 The martyr first, whose eagle eye 

    Could pierce beyond the grave, 

Who saw his master in the sky 

    And called on Him to save. 

Like Him, with pardon on His tongue 

    In midst of mortal pain, 

He prayed for those who did the wrong— 

    Who follows in his train? 

 

3 A glorious band, the chosen few, 

    On whom the Spirit came, 

Twelve valiant saints—their hope they knew 

    And mocked the cross and flame. 

They met the tyrant’s brandished steel, 

    The lion’s gory mane; 

They bowed their necks their death to feel— 

    Who follows in their train? 

 

4 A noble army, men and boys, 

    The matron and the maid, 

Around the Savior’s throne rejoice, 

    In robes of light arrayed. 

They climbed the steep ascent of heav’n 

    Through peril, toil, and pain. 

O God, to us may grace be giv’n 

    To follow in their train! 

 
Public domain 

 

  
POSTLUDE 
 “Toccata in 7”                                      John Rutter 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2021 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    James Marriott     
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Adam Rouse 

     8:30 a.m. Jedidiah McClellan 

     11:00 a.m. Ellory Glenn 

 

Lectors:    8:30 a.m. Connie Scott 

     11:00 a.m. Ken Kreitner 

 

Choir:     5:00 p.m. Choral Singers 

     11:00 a.m. Choral Singers 
                            

 

Organist & Director:   Ryan Meyer 

   
 

Accompanist:      Carolyn Rusnak 
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 

     
 

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds  Hope Center for Families      Apple of His Eye 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp       

                                                                                                                                 

                   
 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

