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The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 26, 2020 

5:00 p.m. 

 

AS WE GATHER 

We always want to know why. The rulers of the people wanted to know why Jesus was 

saying what He said and doing what He did. But Jesus challenged them with His Word 

and with the prophetic voice of John the Baptist. Why did they not listen, and why did 

they not repent? Why do we not listen and repent? Jesus told a parable of two sons—one 

whose words were yes but his heart was no, and the other whose words were no but 

whose heart said yes. We are called to listen. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and we 

shall be saved. 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “O Day of Rest and Gladness”                                 setting by Albert L. Travis  

  

        
WELCOME 
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 PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN   
704 Renew Me, O Eternal Light (sung by soloist) 

  

1 Renew me, O eternal Light, 

And let my heart and soul be bright, 

Illumined with the light of grace 

That issues from Your holy face. 

 

2 Remove the pow’r of sin from me 

And cleanse all my impurity 

That I may have the strength and will 

Temptations of the flesh to still. 

 

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord, 

That gladly I obey Your Word. 

Let what You will be my desire, 

And with new life my soul inspire. 

 

4 Grant that I only You may love 

And seek those things which are above 

Till I behold You face to face, 

O Light eternal, through Your grace. 

 
Public domain 
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Please stand 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Pastor:  God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of Your people,   

  turning us from our sin to live for You alone. Give us the power of Your  

  Holy Spirit that, attentive to Your word, we may confess our sins, receive  

  Your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Your Son, Jesus Christ our 

  Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

  Gracious God, 

People: have mercy on us. In Your compassion forgive us our sins, known and  

  unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by Your Spirit so  

  that we may live and serve You in newness of life, to the honor and  

  glory of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Pastor:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our  

  Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  

  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 “Praise to You, O God of Mercy” (sung by soloist) 

  Praise to You, O God of mercy! 

  Thanks be to You forever! 

  Raising high the weak and lowly: 

  Thanks be to You forever! 

 

  From of old You loved and sought us! 

  Thanks be to You forever!   

  Truth and justice You have taught us: 

  Thanks be to You forever! 

 

  Strong is Your faithfulness, strong is Your love, 

  Rememb'ring Your covenant of life with us. 

 

  Praise to You, O God of mercy! 

  Thanks be to You forever! 

  Raising high the weak and lowly: 

  Thanks be to You forever! 

               Thanks be to You forever!  

 

 
Text:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Music  Marty Haugen b. 1950 

199 GIA Publications, Inc.   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  

 Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and 

authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus 

as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

 

 WORD  
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING       Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32

 (The Lord takes no pleasure in the death of anyone, so turn to Him.) 

 

 1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 "What do you people mean by quoting this 

proverb about the land of Israel:  
 

" 'The fathers eat sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge'?  
 
3 "As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this 

proverb in Israel. 4 For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son--

both alike belong to me. The soul who sins is the one who will die. 
 
25 "Yet you say, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' Hear, O house of Israel: Is my way 

unjust? Is it not your ways that are unjust? 26 If a righteous man turns from his 

righteousness and commits sin, he will die for it; because of the sin he has committed he 

will die. 27 But if a wicked man turns away from the wickedness he has committed and 

does what is just and right, he will save his life. 28 Because he considers all the offenses 

he has committed and turns away from them, he will surely live; he will not die. 29 Yet 

the house of Israel says, 'The way of the Lord is not just.' Are my ways unjust, O house 

of Israel? Is it not your ways that are unjust?  

                                (continued on next page) 
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30 "Therefore, O house of Israel, I will judge you, each one according to his ways, 

declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent! Turn away from all your offenses; then sin will 

not be your downfall. 31 Rid yourselves of all the offenses you have committed, and get a 

new heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I take no pleasure 

in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!                   
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

                                    
EPISTLE               Philippians 2:1–18  

(At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow.) 

 
1 If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his 

love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my 

joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 

purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider 

others better than yourselves. 4 Each of you should look not only to your own interests, 

but also to the interests of others.  

 
5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  

 
6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be 

grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in 

human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and 

became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the 

highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   

 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in my presence, but 

now much more in my absence--continue to work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good 

purpose.  

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/2.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/2.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/2.html
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14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless 

and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which 

you shine like stars in the universe 16 as you hold out the word of life--in order that I 

may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 17 But even if I am 

being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your 

faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with 

me.      
 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Please stand 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL              Matthew 21:23–32  

(Which of the two did the will of his father?) 
                            
23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the 

elders of the people came to him. "By what authority are you doing these things?" they 

asked. "And who gave you this authority?"  

 

24 Jesus replied, "I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by 

what authority I am doing these things. 25 John's baptism--where did it come from? Was 

it from heaven, or from men?"  

 

They discussed it among themselves and said, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will ask, 

'Then why didn't you believe him?' 26 But if we say, 'From men'--we are afraid of the 

people, for they all hold that John was a prophet." 

 

 27 So they answered Jesus, "We don't know." Then he said, "Neither will I tell you by 

what authority I am doing these things. 

                    (continued on next page) 
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28 "What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and 

said, 'Son, go and work today in the vineyard.'  

 

29 "'I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went.  

 

30 "Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 'I will, 

sir,' but he did not go.  

 

31 "Which of the two did what his father wanted?" 

 

 "The first," they answered. Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to 

show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors 

and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent and believe 

him.       
         

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was  

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He  

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From  

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
                                                                                                

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

 



 9 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 

 
 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 
BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding 

  

1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 

“Cast away the works of darkness, 

    All you children of the day!” 

 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, 

    Let the earthbound soul arise; 

Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 

    Shines upon the morning skies. 

 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 

    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 

    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

 

4 So, when next He comes in glory 

    And the world is wrapped in fear, 

He will shield us with His mercy 

    And with words of love draw near. 

 

5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 

    To the Father and the Son 

With the ever-living Spirit 

    While eternal ages run! 

 
Public domain 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”           setting by Jeffrey Blersch 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Isaiah 5:1-7; Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2020 Concordia 

Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch      
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Theodore Laesch 

     8:30 a.m. Adam Rouse 

     11:00 a.m. Ellory Glenn 

 

Singers:    5:00 p.m. Nate Laesch 

     8:30 a.m. Ellory Glenn 

     11:00 a.m. Lynda Christian   

                

Organist:    Ryan Meyer  
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 6:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ellory Glenn, Vicar       369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Norman Meyer, Pastoral Assistant                                      499-4032       pastormeyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 
     

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds*  Hope Center for Families*      Apple of His Eye* 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp       

                                                                                                                                 

                  * indicates special emphasis in 2020 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

