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Welcome to Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Mission of Chapel of the Cross 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran exists to show the love of Jesus to the people of 

North County and beyond so that all may have a living relationship with Christ. 
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 4 & 5, 2021 

5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 
In today’s Readings, James encourages us toward good works of service and love, and 

Jesus does the good work of healing by restoring a man’s hearing and speech. Our faith 

in Jesus is marked by our reflection of His love and service. While we are not able to do  

the things Jesus can do, we are called to reflect His faithful work as we serve in our 

vocations by loving our neighbors. 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE 

 “Word of God, Come Down on Earth”              setting by Ryan Meyer  

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 2 
 

 PREPARATION  
 

Please stand 

OPENING HYMN        
 545 Word of God, Come Down on Earth 

 

1 Word of God, come down on earth, 

    Living rain from heav’n descending; 

Touch our hearts and bring to birth 

    Faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere You; 

Word made flesh, we long to hear You. 

 

2 Word eternal, throned on high, 

    Word that brought to life creation, 

Word that came from heav’n to die, 

    Crucified for our salvation, 

Saving Word, the world restoring, 

Speak to us, Your love outpouring. 

 

3 Word that caused blind eyes to see, 

    Speak and heal our mortal blindness; 

Deaf we are: our healer be; 

    Loose our tongues to tell Your kindness. 

Be our Word in pity spoken, 

Heal the world, by sin now broken. 

 

4 Word that speaks God’s tender love, 

    One with God beyond all telling, 

Word that sends us from above, 

    God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 

Word of truth, to all truth lead us; 

Word of life, with one bread feed us. 

 
© 1969 OCP Publications. Used by permission. 
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INVOCATION 
Leader: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION   

Leader: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our  

  sins to God our Father, imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus  

  Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 

 

Leader: I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 

People: And you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Leader: Almighty God, merciful Father: 

People: I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to You all my sins and   

  iniquities with which I have offended You and for which I justly  

  deserve Your punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them,  

  and pray for Your boundless mercy.  

 

  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and merciful to me,  

  a poor sinful being; forgive my sins, give me Your Holy Spirit for the  

  amendment of my sinful life, and bring me to life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Leader: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and  

  for His sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus  

  Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on  

  them the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

 “To God on High be Glory” 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Leader: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Let us pray.  
 

 God of compassion, Your Son, Jesus, came to the suffering, the infirm, 

and the dying, and by His word of authority He set them free. Bless the 

ministry of Your Church that it may continue to speak a word of 

deliverance to all those in need; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

People: Amen. 
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 WORD  

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                   Isaiah 35:4–7a  

(God will come and restore all things.) 

 
4 say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will 

come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you."  

 
5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 6 Then 

will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth 

in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 7 The burning sand will become a pool, the 

thirsty ground bubbling springs.                  
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

PSALM                           Psalm 146 
 

Leader: Praise the LORD.  

People: Praise the LORD, O my soul.  

 

Leader: I will praise the LORD all my life;  

People: I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.  

 

Leader: Do not put your trust in princes,  

People: in mortal men, who cannot save.   

 

Leader: When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;  

People: on that very day their plans come to nothing.  

 

Leader: Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,  

People: whose hope is in the LORD his God,  

 

                    (continued on next page) 
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Leader: the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them  

People: the LORD, who remains faithful forever.  

 

Leader: He upholds the cause of the oppressed  

People: and gives food to the hungry.  

 

Leader: The LORD sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind,  

People: the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, the LORD loves the  

  righteous.  

 

Leader: The LORD watches over the alien and sustains the fatherless and the  

  widow, 

People: but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.  

 

Leader: The LORD reigns forever, 

People: your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD. 

 

 

ANTHEM 
 “Lord, Come and Save Us”                    Marty Huagen 

   

  Lord, come and save us. 

  

  For all my life I will sing to You, O ever faithful God. 

  You fill the heavens with wondrous lights, the earth sings out Your glory. 

  Lord, come and save us. 

  

  Put not your trust in those who rule, the mighty of this earth. 

  Their breath shall fail, their power die, their plans shall fade and vanish. 

  Lord, come and save us. 

  

  You give Your sight to all the blind, You raise up those bent low. 

  Your heart is near to the broken ones, You welcome in the stranger. 

  Lord, come and save us. 

 

 



 7 
 

  Happy those who keep faith with You, securing justice for the oppressed, 

  Who give Your food to each hungry heart, Your freedom to each captive. 

  Lord, come and save us. 

  

  The weak and poor You sustain in love, the wicked ones You bring to   

  destruction; 

  For evermore shall Your reign endure, to every generation. 

  Lord, come and save us. 

 

EPISTLE                                                 James 2:1–10, 14–18  

(What good is a dead faith?) 

                          
1 My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. 
2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a 

poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man 

wearing fine clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You 

stand there" or "Sit on the floor by my feet," 4 have you not discriminated among 

yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 

 
5Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the 

world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?  
6 But you have insulted the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not 

the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are slandering 

the noble name of him to whom you belong? 

                     
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, "Love your neighbor as yourself," 

you are doing right. 9 But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law 

as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is 

guilty of breaking all of it. 

 
14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such 

faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one 

of you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing 

about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not 

accompanied by action, is dead.  

                    (continued on next page) 



 8 
 

18 But someone will say, "You have faith; I have deeds." Show me your faith without 

deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 
               

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

Please stand 

Leader: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL          Mark 7:31–37 

(Jesus heals a deaf man in the Decapolis.) 
 
31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee 

and into the region of the Decapolis. 32 There some people brought to him a man who 

was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man.  

 
33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's 

ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven and with a 

deep sigh said to him, ""Ephphatha!"" (which means, "Be opened!"). 35 At this, the man's 

ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly. 

 
36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept 

talking about it. 37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. "He has done everything 

well," they said. "He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak."     
         

Leader: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE WORD 

          841 O Son of God, in Galilee 
 

1 O Son of God, in Galilee 

    You made the deaf to hear, 

The mute to speak, the blind to see; 

    O blessèd Lord, be near. 

 

2 O listen to the silent prayer 

    Of Your afflicted ones. 

O bid them cast on You their care; 

    Your grace to them make known. 

         

3 The speechless tongue, the lifeless ear 

    You can restore, O Lord; 

Your “Ephphatha,” O Savior dear, 

    Can instant help afford. 

 

4 Meanwhile to them the list’ning ear 

    Of steadfast faith impart, 

And let Your Word bring light and cheer 

    To ev’ry troubled heart. 

 

5 Then in Your promised happy land 

    Each loss will prove a gain; 

All myst’ries we shall understand, 

    For You will make them plain. 

 
© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission. 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Please stand 

NICENE CREED                     

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all 

things visible and invisible. 
                                 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who 

for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 

Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried.  And the third day He rose again 

according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end.   
                                                                               

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for 

the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 

Sermon Notes: 
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OFFERING 
 “There is a Balm in Gilead”              setting by Adolphus Hailstork 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Pastor:   Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all         

                     people according to their needs.               
 

+ + + Special Intercessions + + + 

              Each concluding:     Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,    People:  hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor:             Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we   

                         pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People:       Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine.  The two great 

blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life.  In 

response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.  

There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to 

answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily:  1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?   

2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior?  3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life?  If you 

agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament. 
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PREFACE 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

        

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all  

  places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,  

  through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation,  

  humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient  

  unto death, even death upon a cross.  Risen from the dead, He has freed  

  us from eternal death and given us life everlasting.  Therefore with angels 

  and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 

  Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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SANCTUS 
  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power  

and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,   

 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples 

 and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you.  This do in 

 remembrance of me.   
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had  

 given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my  

 blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of  

 sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 
PEACE OF THE LORD 
Pastor:       The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People:       And also with you. 

 
AGNUS DEI 
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A “continuous communion table” will be the method of distribution this day. Communicants  

will come forward down the center aisle at the direction of the usher. You will receive the wafer from the 

pastor at the center and then proceed to the right or left (depending on which side of the church you are 

sitting) to receive the wine. You will then return  to your pew.  As is our custom, communion will be 

brought to people in the pews who have difficulty walking to the chancel. If you wish to take communion in 

the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes down the aisle. Also young children 

will receive a word of blessing.  

 
  

 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

  

 749 There is a Balm in Gilead 
 

Refrain There is a balm in Gilead 

    To make the wounded whole; 

There is a balm in Gilead 

    To heal the sin-sick soul. 

 

1 Sometimes I feel discouraged 

    And think my work’s in vain, 

But then the Holy Spirit 

    Revives my soul again. (Refrain) 

 

2 If you cannot preach like Peter, 

    If you cannot pray like Paul, 

You can tell the love of Jesus 

    And say He died for all. (Refrain) 

 

3 Don’t ever feel discouraged, 

    For Jesus is your friend; 

And if you lack for knowledge, 

    He’ll ne’er refuse to lend. (Refrain) 

 
Public domain 
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 524 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
 

1 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 

    In a believer’s ear! 

It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 

    And drives away our fear. 

 

2 It makes the wounded spirit whole 

    And calms the heart’s unrest; 

’Tis manna to the hungry soul 

    And to the weary, rest. 

 

3 Dear name! The rock on which I build, 

    My shield and hiding place; 

My never-failing treasury filled 

    With boundless stores of grace. 

 

4 O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend, 

    My Prophet, Priest, and King, 

My Lord, my life, my way, my end, 

    Accept the praise I bring. 

 

5 How weak the effort of my heart, 

    How cold my warmest thought! 

But when I see Thee as Thou art, 

    I’ll praise Thee as I ought. 

 

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim 

    With ev’ry fleeting breath; 

And may the music of Thy name 

    Refresh my soul in death! 

 
Public domain 
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SILENT PRAYER 

You may pray the following prayer as we give thanks to God for His good gifts: 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body and 

blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth 

received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine grace, the 

forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen 

   
 

 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

  We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 

love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

   
BENEDICTION    
Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

            The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

                The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN 
 832 Jesus Shall Reign 

  

1 Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Does its successive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore 

Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 

2 To Him shall endless prayer be made, 

And endless praises crown His head; 

His name like sweet perfume shall rise 

With ev’ry morning sacrifice. 

 

3 People and realms of ev’ry tongue 

Dwell on His love with sweetest song; 

And infant voices shall proclaim 

Their early blessings on His name. 

 

4 Blessings abound where’er He reigns: 

The pris’ners leap, unloose their chains, 

The weary find eternal rest, 

And all who suffer want are blest. 

 

5 Let ev’ry creature rise and bring 

Honors peculiar to our King; 

Angels descend with songs again, 

And earth repeat the loud amen. 

 
Public domain 

 

 

 

POSTLUDE 
 “Jesus Shall Reign”                            setting by John Behnke 
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading: 

Isaiah 50:4-10; James 3:1-12; Mark 9:14-29 

Find a devotional guide on the readings at www.chapelofthecross.org/walkingtogether 
 

 

 

 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.  Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 

by Biblica, Inc.™  Used by permission of Zondervan.  All rights reserve worldwide.   www.zondervan.com  

Hymns used by permission.  OneLicense.net #A-725523  LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service 

Builder.  
 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing 

House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.zondervan.com/
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Serving at Chapel 
 

Preacher:    Theodore Laesch      
 

Liturgists:    5:00 p.m. Jedadiah McClellan 

     8:30 a.m. Adam Rouse 

     11:00 a.m. James Marriott 

 

Lectors:    8:30 a.m. Bill Westbrook 

     11:00 a.m. Riane Cleveland 

 

Singers:    5:00 p.m. Ellory Glenn 

     8:30 a.m. Ted Laesch 

     11:00 a.m. Ted Laesch    
                            

Organist & Accompanist:  Ryan Meyer    
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Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran 
11645 Benham Road, St. Louis, MO  63136 

(314) 741-3737                  www.chapelofthecross.org 

Email: office@chapelofthecross.org 
 

 

Worship and Christian Education 
Saturday - 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday - 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Worship Service broadcast on KFUO 850 AM Sundays at 4:00 p.m. 

Live internet streaming at www.chapelofthecross.org Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated the 1st and 3rd and 5th Sundays of the month at 8:30 a.m., 

the 2nd and 4th and 5th Sundays of the month at 11:00 a.m.,   

and the 1st and 3rd and 5th Saturdays of the month at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday school for children, Sunday Bible classes for adults and youth – 9:45 a.m. 
 

 

Chapel Ministry Staff 
                         Home Phone                          E-mail 

Theodore Laesch, Pastor                                       355-0688       pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org  

Ellory Glenn, Specific Ministry Pastor     369-8014       ellory.glenn@chapelofthecross.org 

James Marriott, Pastoral Assistant - Youth          (972) 741-5978        james.marriott@chapelofthecross.org 

Ryan Meyer, Director of Music      839-0306       ryan.meyer@chapelofthecross.org 

Bill Rusnak, Director of Adult Ministry     200-9797       bill.rusnak@chapelofthecross.org  

Clifford Bischoff, Pastoral Assistant                                    921-1107       pastorbischoff@chapelofthecross.org 

Mary Laesch, Children and Family Ministry Coord.    355-0688       family@chapelofthecross.org  

 

     
 

  

 

Missions 
Chapel of the Cross supports the ministry of the English District and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

as well as the Lutheran High School Association. We also assist the following ministries and organizations: 
 

 

Day 3 Seeds  Hope Center for Families      Apple of His Eye 

Helping Hands Food Pantry Concordia Seminary                                             Friend of Moms 

Sidewalk Sunday School                   Lutherans for Life                                                 KFUO Radio 

Chapel Summer Camp       

                                                                                                                                 

                   
 

 

 

Chapel of the Cross - Lutheran is affiliated with the 

English District of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

mailto:pastorlaesch@chapelofthecross.org

